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W&M School of Education advances to top
50 in national rankings
In the latest U.S. News & World Report rankings of best graduate schools released in
April, the William & Mary School of Education advanced to the top 50 in the nation,
jumping nearly 10 spots from the previous year to 49th. Earlier this year, U.S. News also
ranked the school 33rd for best online master’s in education programs for veterans.

“Our faculty and students are driving innovation through impactful scholarship, community
partnerships and a deep commitment to providing equitable access to education,” said
W&M School of Education Dean Robert C. Knoeppel. “This ranking is a clear testament to
the success of our faculty in delivering programs that serve the Commonwealth and
producing research and scholarship of consequence that improves outcomes for children,
families and communities.”  More.

https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c07070088418c30f3ad714c5f76f67706c7ccf39cdc83266cb838af87f099827db80288178048c8ed71564f1968ee3c229a158ac
https://education.wm.edu/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c07070087110212fc898fcd760964d9e96145a569b1919451a294c4b86eff5a794a2fc50ec8243dbc9ae84d5c0ac519254b78b01
https://education.wm.edu/news/news-archive/2025/william-mary-school-of-education-advances-to-top-50-in-national-rankings.php?utm_source=soe_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=may_2025
https://education.wm.edu/news/news-archive/2025/william-mary-school-of-education-advances-to-top-50-in-national-rankings.php?utm_source=soe_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=may_2025


May is a season of celebration at William & Mary, and nowhere is that more
meaningful than here in the School of Education. As the final classes wrap
up and the Wren bell echoes across campus, our own bell rings proudly and
often—each chime marking the successful defense of a dissertation and the
culmination of years of dedication, perseverance and scholarship.

This weekend, we have the privilege of honoring the Class of 2025: 278
outstanding graduates, including 35 newly minted doctoral scholars. Each
of them leaves with deep knowledge, a passion for service and a readiness
to shape the future of education and the lives of those they serve.

We could not be more proud of their accomplishments. As they step forward
into new roles and responsibilities, they carry with them the mission and
spirit of William & Mary. 

— Dean Rob Knoeppel

School of Education Inclusive Excellence
Champions 2024-2025
The 2024-2025 Inclusive Excellence Champions included many School of Education faculty,
staff, students and alumni (pictured above). President Rowe and Provost Agouris shared in
the celebration on April 17 along with the nominators and supervisors of this year’s recipients.
Each honoree exemplified one of the five dimensions of inclusive excellence: access &
success; education & scholarship; community & partnership; climate & intergroup relations;
and, infrastructure & investment. More.

https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c070700857dc9ad550111ac902e998238fc423382f46f27661c2b0be80199845c0880f1ec3cc0b883e7061789422c31fa2b18baa
https://education.wm.edu/about/dean/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c0707008b0ad4e9ccce45bf16d5209596ee3ec07ed5d84da945f4e5c85a796b7ef2f8effcf6bd1a67ee655abd3e5ce702983dc38
https://education.wm.edu/recent-announcements/inclusive-excellence-champions-2024-2025.php?utm_source=soe_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=may_2025
https://education.wm.edu/recent-announcements/inclusive-excellence-champions-2024-2025.php?utm_source=soe_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_id=may_2025


Travis Burns ’04, Ed.D. ’12, named
2025 Outstanding High School
Principal of Virginia

Selected by the Virginia Association of
Secondary School Principals, Burns will be
recognized at state and national conferences
this summer.

Burns credits his W&M Educational Policy,
Planning & Leadership (EPPL) professors
Michael DiPaola ’69, Megan Tschannen-
Moran,  Christopher Gareis M.A.Ed. ’92,
Ed.S. ’93, Ed.D. ’96, P ’22, P ’25, P ’27,
James Stronge P ’02 and Steven Staples ’76,
M.Ed. ’83 for doing a fantastic job preparing
him for the challenges of principalship. More.

T/TAC Project Assistant Grace
Mackert featured in recent video

The VCU Center on Transition Innovations
provides resources and innovative models to
support students with disabilities in their
transition to adulthood. Mackert was
interviewed for a video on employment
success strategies, and her colleagues at the
W&M Training and Technical Assistance
Center (T/TAC) attest to her strong growth
mindset.

“Grace has presented to School of Education
students in introductory classes for the past
three semesters about inclusive education.
She’s a terrific colleague,” said Director of
Field and Clinical Experiences, April
Lawrence. More.

American Educational Research Association (AERA) 2025 Annual
Meeting

More than 40 faculty, students and alumni from the W&M School of Education showcased
their impactful scholarship at the 2025 AERA Annual Meeting in Denver. This year’s theme
was “Research, Remedy, and Repair: Toward Just Education Renewal.” School of Education
presentations addressed topics such as equity in classroom assessment, leadership and
well-being, inclusive practices for multilingual and marginalized learners, and the ethical use
of AI in education. From roundtables to invited talks, their expertise reflects a deep
commitment to educational research that fosters community, justice and innovation across
diverse learning environments.

https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c070700880a1a7df68da148b65a5f0670306d6de71c1941341dc6112ce0f3ba4881f26752a16fb3469b23a6f85b22877e627f750
https://education.wm.edu/recent-announcements/alumnus-travis-burns-named-outstanding-principal.php
https://education.wm.edu/recent-announcements/alumnus-travis-burns-named-outstanding-principal.php
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c070700804471d2f11cf705a9bd57f65208069019c3c5648c429d4dd4c89ad3960ad8dcef503d9375bef2628a2e18d6592c99af7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu_-oH93BQY
https://centerontransition.org/resources/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu_-oH93BQY


Commencement 2025
W&M Commencement will take place May 15-17, 2025. The main university ceremony will be
held Friday, May 16, at 6 p.m. in Zable Stadium. On the same day at 3 p.m., the School of
Education celebrates our doctoral students with a Doctoral Cording Ceremony. The School of
Education Graduation Celebration will take place in a new location this year. It will be held in
Kaplan Arena, on Saturday, May 17, at 12:30 p.m. More.

W&M Commencement
Weekend

School of Education
Doctoral Cording Ceremony

School of Education
Graduation Celebration

May 26: Memorial Day William & Mary Offices closed
May 27: Curriculum & Instruction New Student Orientation
June 16-17: SURN’s 27th Annual Leadership Conference
June 23-27: Eastern Virginia Writing Project Youth Writing Camp
June 26-July 9: CFGE: The Optimist Project

https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/soeceremony/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=bb543536c0707008e774d74807b9cb603e1040cfb3b19c981aa58f1680d6d368386945309634386b177a36821ed98c429b37a3c75496cdb3
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/wmcommencementweekend/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1ca8ea7f6a04276bbc0bedf2794ec97a6194baa6a64ad3158d76a2a094bd7a81fba0a61b1e500e1f4b90aaa13b060b0bde
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/doctoralcordingceremony/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c27db61b2466355b0bf3011fd58170466b24f8cddc4a5cda69ecfc22db164db46d7f846909b66c4dad56f219ef0012fc6
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/soeceremony/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/wmcommencementweekend/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/wmcommencementweekend/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/doctoralcordingceremony/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/doctoralcordingceremony/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/soeceremony/
https://education.wm.edu/academics/graduation/soeceremony/
https://events.wm.edu/event/view/wm/359317
https://education.wm.edu/newstudents/orientation/
https://events.wm.edu/event/view/education/364273
https://education.wm.edu/centers/evwp/youth-writing-camp/
https://education.wm.edu/news/news-archive/2024/jack-kent-cooke-foundation-the-optimist-project.php
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c1a25380ab89514cdfc902608ea11ac427564c0d447e06bf4fdf494f721482e04457e59658e179f0cf1cd2e2f07375afb
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Prw8uR1mWECGk6iXuSS418cxLU77ug1KnmEMKWGr0aVURUZHUFpXMTIxNjhNNlRYS05XS09LRlFYRC4u
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c7b910391d43b9b901d1f10321d8c275395669b2e8439f2a1f9b7dc06b3048d4320a70366a6982d6c82d0149b96461a37
https://give.wm.edu/?utm_content=XX600&a=a9b782ce-0f68-4fb8-bd16-9564c9fcb516&utm_source=education&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=giving_link_soe
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c0abc9ab7c6f986522d7c4828477da4e787c383fcf993a7ee22f0757045d16a44d786e35eb287fefd51a8d95fb27eae30
https://www.facebook.com/WMeducation/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c8c94b6cdad375a8257e7062979936da9d9dd1908b535936e77b4375ac4def40003432055f1a4174dba6612797c9a165d
https://x.com/WMSOE
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c240a5e81d1a1d7b869e1b12f82ef075866ad9a16bb9ea41a24bfe232ffb8955cb4efea738a111a8df0a38966c5cdcb1b
https://www.instagram.com/wmeducation
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1c62530997cbd03a8cb1f91c828a2c0faa306aa29fd516b0730f6c53aa1c7ddd1a44971f9ae6f7f64810d21b70d66a9295
https://www.linkedin.com/school/wmeducation/
https://cl.s6.exct.net/?qs=4f24775058416b1ca79171400c60f0b698622c96eb6525c894bdcf7acba52be8e7c6cf4f50aa80b3568d75a9c4309dc028ea91b1f6575bf7
https://www.youtube.com/@williammaryschoolofeducati7869





