
Strategy: Jigsaw 

Reading Dimension(s): Comprehension, Responding/Retelling 

Objective/Essential Question: Can the student independently tell about what was read? 

SOL(s): K.8, 1.11, 2.8, 3.5, 4.5, 5.6 

Prerequisite Skills:  

1. Ability to work in a group. 

2. Ability and confidence to speak in front of a group. 

Materials: reading passage 

Procedure: 

1. Divide the class into three groups.  Also divide the reading material into three 

sections, and assign one to each group. 

2. Pair students to read the assigned section, strategically placing poor readers with able 

readers.  Allow a specific amount of time for reading (about two to four minutes). 

3. After the allotted time, all students who read the same section come together to 

discuss the information. Within a specified amount of time (about five to seven 

minutes), they summarize what they read, clarify words and concepts they did not 

understand, and ask questions of each other about the content.  The students need to 

know this information well, so they can teach it to others.  Before dismissing these 

groups, have all three groups count off: 1-2-3. 

4. Regroup the class into “1”s, “2”s and “3”s.  Now each group contains students who 

have read the first, second, and third parts of the passage.  Beginning with the first 

part, the students who read that section share the information they learned with the 

rest of the group.  All of the “1”s should have a chance to give input.  Students may 

ask questions to clarify information presented.  The “2”s and “3”s repeat the same 

process.  Allow about seven to ten minutes for the students to teach each other the 

information. 

5. Bring the class together to process and bring closure to the activity. 
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