 Rules of Syllable Division that Apply to Multisyllabic Words
Rule 1:


If there are 2 consonant letters between 2 separated vowels, divide between them.

bedbug

catnip

mascot

uphill

Rule 2:

If there is only 1 consonant letter between 2 separated vowels, FOR NOW…the consonant letter goes with the first syllable to ‘close in’ the vowel so it retains its ‘short’ sound.



relish

limit

robin

edit

Rule 3:


Keep consonant digraphs together (sh, ch, ck, th, wh), do NOT split them up.



bathmat

nutshell

dishpan

bathtub

Rule 4:

If there are 3 consonant letters between 2 separated vowels, keep common blends together. Be flexible in your decoding.


gumdrop
handbag

chestnut

contract

Rule 5:

If you can make the blend both ways, remember that in most cases, the blend will go with the second syllable.



hundred

bobsled

tantrum

Rule 6:


If there are 4 consonant letters between 2 separated vowels bust between them.



handclasp

gangplank

grandslam

