
DYSTOPIANDYSTOPIANDYSTOPIAN
LITERATURELITERATURELITERATURE

HOW CAN READING LEAD TO CHANGE?



TODAY'S COMMANDERSTODAY'S COMMANDERSTODAY'S COMMANDERS
PRO GAME CREATORS & TECH WRITERS

JULIA MAYJULIA MAYJULIA MAY

Eighth grade English teacher at Hornsby  

Middle School. Eight years in the

classroom. Avid reader of the dystopian

genre.

JEN BROOKSJEN BROOKSJEN BROOKS

Sixth and seventh grade teacher at

Hornsby Middle School. Nineteen years in

the classroom. Challenger of gifted

minds. 



TODAY 'STODAY 'STODAY 'S
MISSIONMISSIONMISSION

Use dystopian literature to enhance students' ability
to read, write, and communicate about today's society.

1 - Download: Find the Reason

2 - Game Setup: Revive Their Thinking 

    with Literary Lenses

               CHECKPOINT

3 - Game Launcher: Types of Dystopias

4 - Game Play: Sample Lesson

5 - Bonus Round: Practice 

GAMEPLANGAMEPLANGAMEPLAN BOOSTERBOOSTERBOOSTER
PACKPACKPACK

Literary Lenses

Types of Dystopias

"Civilization" Lesson

Dystopian Literature Lists

Resource Links



DOWNLOAD: FINDDOWNLOAD:  FINDDOWNLOAD:  FIND
OUR WHYOUR WHYOUR WHY
As teachers, our job is to go beyond the classroom. Is

it enough for our students to just be better readers,

writers, and communicators when they leave our

classrooms? Or do we want them to be better people and

change makers?

STEP 01



GAME SETUPGAME SETUPGAME SETUP
Being able to connect

with literature and dive

deeper into meaning

requires critical

thinking skills. 




Revive their thinking

with Literary Lenses.

STEP 02



We bring different "angles" to texts.
We bring different background knowledge.
We acknowledge multiple interpretations.
We focus on different parts of the texts.

NOW ,  LET 'S STEP INTO THE LITERARYNOW ,  LET 'S STEP INTO THE LITERARYNOW ,  LET 'S STEP INTO THE LITERARY
LENS ARENALENS ARENALENS ARENA

What are literary lenses?

idea or theory that
frames the way we

read a text



the different perspectives

we use to understand
and interpret texts

 



I G N O R E S  T H E

A U T H O R ' S

I N T E N T I O N  A N D

F O C U S E S  O N  T H E

R E A D E R ' S

E X P E R I E N C E  A N D

R E A C T I O N  W H E N

R E A D I N G  T H E  T E X T

EXPLANATION

READER RESPONSEREADER RESPONSEREADER RESPONSE

H o w  d o e s  t h i s  t e x t  r e f l e c t  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  i t s  r e a d e r s ?

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  m e a n  t o  t h e
r e a d e r ?

W h a t  d o e s  t h e  r e a d e r  l e a r n  f r o m
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ?

W h a t  p e r s o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e
m a d e  w i t h  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



H o w  d o e s  t h i s  t e x t  r e f l e c t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,
b e l i e f s ,  a n d  e v e n t s  w i t h i n  a  r e l i g i o u s  o r
m y t h o l o g i c a l  c o n t e x t ?

W h a t  c o m m o n  p a t t e r n s  e x i s t  i n  t e r m s  o f
m o t i f s ,  s t o c k  c h a r a c t e r s ,  s t e r e o t y p i c a l  l i f e
e v e n t s ,  a n d  p l o t  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  r e s e m b l e
t h o s e  i n  m y t h s ,  f a i r y t a l e s ,  o r  o t h e r  a n c i e n t
s t o r i e s ?

W h a t  a l l u s i o n s ,  s y m b o l s ,  r i t u a l s ,  o r
t r a d i t i o n s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  t e x t  t h a t  a r e
c o m m o n  a c r o s s  v a s t  c u l t u r e s  a n d  e r a s ?

A N A L Y Z E S

C H A R A C T E R  T Y P E S

A N D  N A R R A T I V E

F O R M A T S  T H A T  A R E

S I M I L A R  T O  O T H E R

W O R K S




C O N N E C T S  T O

B I B L I C A L  O R

M Y T H O L O G I C A L

A L L U S I O N S

EXPLANATION

RELIGIOUS /  ARCHETYPALRELIGIOUS /  ARCHETYPALRELIGIOUS /  ARCHETYPAL

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



H o w  d o e s  t h i s  t e x t  r e f l e c t  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a n d
i n t e n t i o n s  o f  i t s  c h a r a c t e r s  A N D
t h e  a u t h o r ?

W h a t  m o t i v a t e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ?

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n
t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  t h e  t e x t ?

H o w  m a y  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c u l t u r e  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e s  a f f e c t  t h e  t e x t ?

E X A M I N E S  T H E
A U T H O R ' S  B I O G R A P H Y
T O  M A K E  C O N N E C T I O N S
B E T W E E N  T H E  A U T H O R ' S

L I F E  A N D  H I S / H E R
L I T E R A T U R E



A N A L Y Z E S  T H E
C O N S C I O U S  A N D

U N C O N S C I O U S  M O T I V E S
O F  A  C H A R A C T E R

EXPLANATION

BIOGRAPHICAL /BIOGRAPHICAL /BIOGRAPHICAL /   
PSYCHOANALYTICALPSYCHOANALYTICALPSYCHOANALYTICAL

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  r e f l e c t  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  a n d  e v e n t s  o f  t h e
p a s t ?

W h a t  i s  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p l o t
a n d  p e r i o d  o f  h i s t o r y  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  t e x t ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  d e p i c t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f
t h e  p a s t  i n  t e r m s  o f  a c c u r a c y  a n d
r e l e v a n c e ?

D o e s  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  l i f e  i m p a c t  o r
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e
h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ?

E X A M I N E S  T H E

H I S T O R I C A L  C O N T E X T

O F  T H E  S E T T I N G  O F

T H E  S T O R Y

EXPLANATION

HISTORICALHISTORICALHISTORICAL

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



E X A M I N E S  T H E  G E N D E R  R O L E S  A N D

S T E R E O T Y P E S  U S E D  I N  A  T E X T



H E L P S  T O  E X A M I N E  A N D  Q U E S T I O N  T H E

S O C I A L  C O N S T R U C T  O F  G E N D E R

EXPLANATIONGENDERGENDERGENDER

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  r e i n f o r c e ,  c r i t i q u e ,  o r
c h a l l e n g e  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  a n d
f e m i n i n i t y ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  c o n v e y  g e n d e r  r o l e s  o r
i d e n t i t i e s ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  a d d r e s s  i s s u e s  o f  g e n d e r ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  s u p p o r t  o r  r e j e c t  s e x i s t
i d e a s ?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



E X A M I N E S  T H E  W A Y  T H A T  S O C I A L  C L A S S

S T R U C T U R E S  A N D  E C O N O M I C S  L E A D  T O

O P P R E S S I O N  O F  T H E  L O W E R  C L A S S

EXPLANATION

SOCIO-CULTURALSOCIO-CULTURALSOCIO-CULTURAL

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  c o m m e n t  o n  o r
r e p r e s e n t  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t s ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  c o n v e y  t h e  i d e n t i t i e s  o f
p e o p l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s ?

H o w  d o e s  t h e  t e x t  r e p r e s e n t  p o w e r
d y n a m i c s  r o o t e d  i n  m o n e y  a n d  c l a s s ?

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS



A N A L Y Z E S  T H E  T E X T

I N D E P E N D E N T L Y  W I T H O U T

B A C K G R O U N D  O R  O U T S I D E

K N O W L E D G E  

 

O N L Y  F O C U S E S  O N  T H E

M E A N I N G  O F  W O R D S  A N D

H O W  T H E Y  I N T E R A C T  T O

P R O M O T E  H U M A N  V A L U E S

A N D  E N H A N C E  T H E

R E A D E R ' S  L I F E  



EXPLANATION

NEWNEWNEW
CRITICISMCRITICISMCRITICISM

W h a t  i s  t h e  o v e r a r c h i n g
m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t ?  

H o w  d o  t h e  e l e m e n t s
( s t r u c t u r e ,  l a n g u a g e ,
i m a g e s )  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e
t e x t ?  

H o w  d o  w o r d  c h o i c e  o r
i m a g e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
t h e  t o n e  o f  t h e  t e x t ?  

ESSENTIAL

QUESTIONS



Talk with shoulder partner about what
you've learned so far

CHECKPOINTCHECKPOINTCHECKPOINT
TASK 1

TASK 2
Review the literature list in your
Booster Pack to identify common themes
in dystopian literature



GAMEGAMEGAME
LAUNCHERLAUNCHERLAUNCHER

How does dystopian

literature intersect with

current events or daily

life?

STEP 03



TYPES OF
DYSTOPIAS

Bureaucratic Control

01

Philosophical or Religious Control

03

Technological Control

04

Corporate Control

02



"Harrison Bergeron" by Kurt Vonnegut

BUREAUCRATIC
CONTROL

"a government has relentless regulations and rules"

(intelligence, equality vs. equity)

Socio-Cultural

New Criticism



CORPORATE
CONTROL

"a large corporation controls people through media or products"

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline

(intelligence, equality vs. equity)

Historical



Reader
Response



TECHNOLOGICAL
CONTROL

"computers, robots, or science are used to control people"

Uglies by Scott Westerfield
(intelligence, equality vs. equity)

Gender



Reader 
Response



PHILISOPHICAL
OR RELIGIOUS

CONTROL
"an ideology forced by the government controls society"

The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood

(patriarchal society, theology, reproductive rights)

Religious



Gender



GAME PLAYGAME PLAYGAME PLAY
Explore a sample lesson using Kaftan's "Civilization"

STEP 04



Visit "Civilization" by Vylar Kaftan

Read and choose how your civilization will evolve.

Answer these questions once you have finished your journey.

1.

2.

3.

What did you learn about the cyclical nature of civilization by reading this?

What writing/style techniques does Kaftan use to help the reader understand

what happens in the various civilizations?

As you read through certain parts of “Civilization”, what comparisons were you

able to make with other civilizations throughout history?

Where do you believe we are currently at in civilization. Why?

When you followed the path to your civilization, what did you learn about

yourself and your choices?

WARM UPWARM UPWARM UP

LESSONLESSONLESSON

CLOSURECLOSURECLOSURE

Free Response: Does history ever repeat itself?

Explain your reasoning.

What did you learn through this lesson?

https://civilizationkaftan.weebly.com/


BONUSBONUSBONUS
ROUNDROUNDROUND

Use any of the resources

and ideas we've given you

to outline a lesson for

your students.

STEP 05



LITERACY LENS RESOURCESLITERACY LENS RESOURCESLITERACY LENS RESOURCES

http://jennacopper.com/literary-lenses-in-secondary-ela/


PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL US FOR RESOURCES

NEED CHEATNEED CHEATNEED CHEAT
CODES?CODES?CODES?



THANK YOUTHANK YOUTHANK YOU
WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED THIS EXPERIENCE!


