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Grab a Roll 
and Poll 
document 
and a 
cube. 

Play with a 
friend. 

We’ll get 
started at 
9:00. 
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Ten steps towards a curious classroom 

10. Learn from partners and pioneers. 

9. Lean into a crisis. 

8. Launch curriculum units with mini-inquiries

7. Pursue kids’ questions with mini-inquiries. 

6. Hang out with an expert. 

5. Check our news feed

4. Begin the day with soft starts

3. Capture and honor kids’ questions

2. Investigate classmates and ourselves

1. Demonstrate our own curiosity 
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and Poll 
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and a 
cube. 
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#2 Investigate Ourselves and Our Classmates

Who am I? and Who are we? 

Deepening our self-knowledge and 
broadening our acquaintances help grow a 
supportive climate  where curiosity and risk 

taking are always welcome. 
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Think about: events, people, 
scenes, stories or other input 
that grabs your interest, that 
makes you want to learn 
more, dig deeper, and 
understand what’s going 
on. 
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#3 Capture and Honor Kids’ Questions 
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Disney World 

Instructional Coaching 

Children’s Literature

Social emotional learning 

Brain Research 

What activates your brain’s
“wonder center” 
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When we wonder about something, 
we need to know more…
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Pages 54-55 
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#5  Check Our News Feed

Among the strongest sparks for kids’ inquiry 
projects are current news items. 
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Jot down every news 
source you consult 
during a normal 
weekday. 
Categories: 

– magazines, books, television, 
radio, web apps/sites 

33



34



Wonderopolis / Newsela 
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#6 Hang Out with an Expert

In inquiry projects, we try to connect kids 
with adult specialists in the field. Be getting 

face time with experts, students learn 
authentic and reliable information, and also 

witness what passionate and sustained 
devotion to a specialty looks like. 
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#6 Hang Out with an Expert

• Host a Live Visit 
• Digital Hangout
• Building an Ongoing Relationship 

(beginning with simple email exchanges)
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Where to Find Guest Experts 

• Start with parents. 
• Look within your school community.
• Ask professional acquaintances and 

friends. 
• Think about local businesses and 

organizations.
• Consider government agencies. 
• Contact local colleges or universities. 
• Be on the lookout when you are in 

the community. 
• Older children can be great experts, 

too. 
• Ask children for their suggestions. 
• Cast a wide net and think outside the 

box! 
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#7 Pursue Kids’ Own Questions with Mini Inquiries

Providing time for kids to investigate their 
own questions allows us to honor their 

curiosity, to spark engaging and authentic 
inquires, and to model for them how 

experienced researchers seek answers. 
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Indicators of Student Engagement
 Engages in setting learning goals.
 Engages in making choices.
 Engages in reading.
 Engages in writing.
 Engages in discussing text or other input.
 Engages in problem-solving.
 Creates products.
 Engages in peer tutoring, cooperative learning, reciprocal teaching, and other cooperative 

group structures.
 Engages in relevant, real-world learning experiences.
 Applies metacognitive strategies (specify). 
 Creates/uses learning tools (specify).
 Engages in self-assessment of their work, what they learn, and how they learn.
 Engages in asking for and giving specific feedback to peers and the teacher.

62



63


