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We will begin promptly at 12:15, 
until then, feel free to:

Explore any of the items 
on your tables. 
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https://www.readwithmalcolm.com/
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Indicators of Student Engagement
 Engages in setting learning goals.
 Engages in making choices.
 Engages in reading.
 Engages in writing.
 Engages in discussing text or other input.
 Engages in problem-solving.
 Creates products.
 Engages in peer tutoring, cooperative learning, reciprocal teaching, and other cooperative 

group structures.
 Engages in relevant, real-world learning experiences.
 Applies metacognitive strategies (specify). 
 Creates/uses learning tools (specify).
 Engages in self-assessment of their work, what they learn, and how they learn.
 Engages in asking for and giving specific feedback to peers and the teacher.
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Think back to a time you were really 
curious about something. This could be 
during your childhood, outside of 
school, or today in your adult life. Use 
the list of “symptoms” of curiosity to help 
you locate such an experience in your 
own life. 

Felt energized Got totally involved Lost track of time 
Was highly focused Couldn’t be 

distracted
Stuck to it

Found extra time to 
pursue it

Felt pleasure or 
delight 

Kept having more 
questions

Remembered what 
you learned

Later shared your 
learning with others
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• What was the topic or activity? 
• How did you get hooked? 
• Where did this happen? 
• Was anyone else involved as a mentor or 

partner? 
• How did you feel emotionally? 
• How would you describe your state of mind? 

As you recollect these conditions, 
compare them to your own 
classroom today and think able 
changes. 
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“When you regularly mention what 
you are reading, watching, 
following, or investigating, you show 
kids that you are an engaged 
learner in your “real life.” 

- Curious Classroom 

“You are not ready to teach a child 
until you know ten things about her 
life outside of school.” 

– Donald Graves

“Maybe kids are not ready to be 
taught by us until they know ten 
things about our real lives.” 

- Harvey Daniels 

Chapter 1 Demonstrate 
Your Own Curiosity 
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Self Questions
(my personal, local concerns)

World Questions
(wider topics that many other people also 

wonder about) 
How much longer will my Highlander last? What does trauma instruction look like 

and sound like? 

Why does Kensi not want to stick with 
anything? 

What is the brain research around 
empathy? 

What and how should I include from the 
information I learned at the state reading 

conference this past week? 

How will students around the con
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“When we let kids find their own way into 
the day, we activate their curiosity and 

sense of self-direction, mindsets that serve 
learners well in the formal inquires that 

follow.”





Morning Experiences: 
Student-Directed Soft Start

Problem Solving: Estimation 180, Which One Doesn’t 
Belong? 
Collaboration: board games
Technology: Read to Self, Inquiry, Publishing 
Book Shopping
Inquiry: Researching a topic, quick science probe, 
examining artifacts 
Constructing/Create: Legos, puzzles, 
drawing/writing/coloring



Morning Choices



Morning Meeting
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First we needed to change our classroom 
environments to be more conducive to 

student-initiated exploration, investigation, 
and creation. 



22



23



24



25



26



27



28


