
Stage  Description Questions to Consider 
When Teaching RAFT 

1. Develop background 
knowledge 

Students are taught the 
foundational information needed 
to use the strategy successfully. 

Are students familiar with 
the role that they will be 
playing as both the writer 
and the audience to 
which they are writing? 
Do they know the 
mechanics of the format 
we will use?  

2. Discuss it The teacher describes the 
strategy and explains how it will 
help students. Students and the 
teacher discuss how students 
can monitor their own progress 
to see if the strategy is working 
for them. 

What are the benefits of 
prewriting that I want 
students to understand? 
How will students monitor 
their own writing? Should 
we use portfolios? What 
will I do if a student finds 
that the strategy is not 
working for him or her? 

3. Model it The teacher shows students 
how to use the strategy. The 
students discuss how it will help 
and what may be changed to 
make it work better for them. 
Teachers may need to model 
the strategy several times. 

What writing prompt will I 
use so that I can show 
students how to ask the 
questions: Who am I as 
the writer (Role)? To 
whom am I writing 
(Audience)? What am I 
writing – a letter, a 
speech, an 
advertisement, something 
else (Format)? What am I 
writing about (Topic)? 

4. Memorize it Students learn the steps of the 
strategy so they can use it 
automatically. 

Do I need to create any 
RAFT posters for the 
room to help students 
remember the 
mnemonic? How can I 
make sure that all 
students know each 
stage of the strategy? 

5. Support it Students are given opportunities 
to use the strategy, first with 
peers and then individually. 

What opportunities will I 
provide for students to 
use the strategy in small 
groups or with partners? 
How will I know they are 
ready to use it 
independently? 

6. Independent performance  Students use the strategy in 
different classes and for different 
purposes. They can talk about 
how the strategy helps their 
writing and how it can be 
changed to better meet their 
needs. 

Are other teachers seeing 
students use RAFT for 
writing assignments? Can 
students use the strategy 
without supports? Are 
students making changes 
to the strategy to meet 
their needs? 

 


