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Fluency/ 
Accuracy 

Meanings of 
Unfamiliar 
Words 

Comprehension of 
Literary Works 
(Narrative and Poetry, 
Fiction and Non-
Fiction)  

Comprehension of 
Information 
Resources 

Reference Materials Poetry  
(Stand Alone) 

Dramatic Selections 

Grade 4 word origins; 
synonyms, 
antonyms,  
homonyms; multiple 
meanings of words 

 Predict and categorize; 
explain author’s purpose; 
make simple inferences, 
draw conclusions, cause and 
effect, fact and opinion 

Collect information, 
evaluate and synthesize 
information 

   

Grade 5 root words, prefixes, 
and suffixes. 
 

 Character and plot 
development, author’s 
choice of vocabulary, style 
contributions, support 
opinions, predictions, 
conclusions, cause-effect 
relationships, compare and 
contrast relationships 

Organize information    

Grade 6  Word origins, 
derivations, and 
inflections;  
analogies and 
figurative language 

Use of language to create 
images, word choice and 
imagery contributions, 
cause-effect relationships; 
character and plot 
development, paraphrase 
and summarize 

Make and confirm 
predictions, draw 
conclusions and make 
inferences, compare and 
contrast 

   

Grade 7  Roots and affixes to 
expand vocabulary, 
recognize analogies 
and figurative 
language 

Compare and contrast, 
describe impact of word 
choice, imagery and poetic 
device, draw conclusions, 
make inferences 

 
 

Distinguish fact from 
opinion, describe word 
choice and language 
structure, convey 
author’s viewpoint, 
summarize, organize, 
and synthesize 

Organize information, 
synthesize 

  

Grade 8  Apply knowledge of 
word origins, 
derivations, 
inflections, analogies, 
and figurative 
language 

Analyze, explain use of 
symbols and figurative 
language, describe inferred 
main ideas and themes, 
compare and contrast 

Analyze, summarize, 
evaluate and synthesize, 
draw conclusions, make 
inferences 
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Grade 9   Analyze, explain 
relationships, use of images 
and sounds to elicit reader’s 
emotions 

Analyze, identify a 
position/argument, 
evaluate, synthesize 

Distinguish, use of a style   Compare and contrast, 
describe 

Grade 10   Critique, make predictions, 
draw inferences, connect 

Interpret, analyze, apply, 
compare and contrast 

 Analyze, compare and 
contrast, interpret, 
paraphrase 

Critique, explain, 
compare and contrast 

Grade 11   Analyze, describe, compare 
and contrast, discuss 

Analyze, apply, 
generalize 

 Critique, analyze, 
compare and contrast 

Critique, compare, 
evaluate, explain 

 Grade 12   Analyze, relate Analyze, evaluate  Critique, explain, 
compare and contrast 

Critique, describe, 
compare and contrast 

 

Comprehension Strategies Key: 

Compare and Contrast 

Inferencing 

Analyzing, Critiquing, Synthesizing,  and Interpreting 


