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From the Desk of the State Coordinator Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s Program 

for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth.  The College of William and Mary 
administers the program for the Virginia 
Department of  Education.  Funding is authorized 
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Act, Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (P.L. 107-110).

 The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia is to 
ensure the enrollment, attendance, and success 
of homeless children and youth in school. The 
Project HOPE-Virginia Newsletter is an effort 
to increase awareness and identify resources 
regarding the issues of homeless education. For 
a listing of the other resources available from 
Project HOPE-Virginia, see pages 5 and 6.
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LeTendre Education Fund
for Homeless Students 

Deadline:
September 12, 2008

Application and information available at 
www.naehcy.org.

Our New Year’s Resolution is to make collaboration an ever-expanding 
mantra in this office! We are looking forward to expanding our work with 
Head Start as the new legislation is implemented. I have already had several 
conference calls and meetings with our state Head Start Collaborative staff 
and the first several pages of this newsletter are devoted to early childhood 
education. Local Head Start directors are part of our mailing list and we look 
forward to hearing from you regarding your successes and ways the homeless 
education program can be of assistance. 

In addition, I recently met with several colleagues at the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education to discuss health issues for our children and youth experi-
encing homeless. We will be surveying our liaisons shortly to identify potential 
needs related to access to school physicals and immunizations and questions 
and concerns related to HIV/AIDS (given that runaway and homeless youth 
are an especially vulnerable population). Please let us know what challenges 
and successes you have had in meeting the health needs of your students ex-
periencing homelessness, and we will continue the dialogue with our VDOE 
colleagues.

We have also worked closely with the Office of Program Administration 
and Accountability on the federal program monitoring of school divisions’ 
McKinney-Vento programs that will continue this year. All divisions that will 
be visited this year have been notified. If you are interested in looking at the 
questions that are being asked, the monitoring protocol can be found at www.
doe.virginia.gov/VDOE/Instruction/title1/FederalProgramMonitoring.pdf. I 
look forward to visiting schools divisions across the commonwealth and col-
lecting more stories of success that can be shared.

I would like to thank Loren Johnson from the Internal Revenue Service for 
providing an article on tax information that is important for our families. Be 
sure to read his summary of tax credits on page 9.

Our collaborations also include our nationwide colleagues as we prepare to 
host the 20th Annual Conference for the National Association for the Edu-
cation of Homeless Children and Youth. Check out page 7 for ways to get 
involved.

Our office is here to serve you and the children and families you serve. We 
are always interested in knowing how we can improve those efforts. 

 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.,
 Virginia State Coordinator
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Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007

On Wednesday, December 12, President Bush signed the 
Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007 into law. 
The legislation reauthorizes the Head Start Act and contains 
numerous provisions on homeless children and children in fos-
ter care. A summary of those provisions is provided below.

Includes a definition of homelessness consistent with the 
education subtitle of the McKinney-Vento Homeless As-
sistance Act
Requires the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services to issue regulations that require Head 
Start agencies to:

Ensure that homeless children are identified and priori-
tized for enrollment
Allow homeless families to apply to, enroll in, and at-
tend Head Start programs while required documents 
are obtained within a reasonable time frame
Coordinate individual Head Start centers and programs 
with efforts to implement Subtitle VII-B of the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act

Specifies that homeless children are deemed eligible for 
Head Start services
For agencies operating with actual enrollments that are 
lower than funded enrollments, requires the Secretary to 
collaboratively develop plans and timetables for reducing 
under-enrollment, taking into consideration changing de-
mographics, mobility of populations, and the identifica-
tion of new underserved low-income populations. If, after 
receiving technical assistance and developing and imple-
menting a plan for reducing under-enrollment, a Head 
Start agency still operates with less than 97 percent en-
rollment, the Secretary may recapture or withhold funds. 
However, the Secretary can waive or reduce funding reduc-
tions if causes of enrollment shortfalls include serving sig-
nificant numbers of highly mobile children, the shortfall is 
not significant, or the shortfall can reasonably be expected 
to be temporary.
Requires as a criteria for applicants for new Head Start pro-
grams a plan to meet the needs of homeless children and 
children in foster care, including transportation needs
Includes as a consideration in allocating funds to expand 
existing Head Start programs:

The extent to which applicants have undertaken com-
munity-wide strategic planning and needs assessments 
involving the LEA homeless liaison, and organizations 
providing services to children in foster care, homeless 
children, child abuse prevention services, and protective 
services
The extent to which applicants coordinate with LEA 
homeless liaisons

Allows quality improvement funds to be used for staff 

•
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◦

◦

◦

•

•

•

•

◦

◦

•

training, child counseling, and other services to address 
the challenges of homeless children, children in foster care, 
and children referred by child welfare agencies
Requires Head Start State Collaboration Directors to de-
velop a strategic plan that will enhance collaboration and 
coordination with, and services provided for, homeless 
children, children in foster care, and children referred to 
Head Start programs by child welfare agencies, including 
agencies and State officials responsible for such services
Requires Head Start agencies to coordinate and collaborate 
with the agencies responsible for administering section 106 
of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, Parts B 
and E of title IV of the Social Security Act, and programs 
under Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act
Requires each Head Start program to establish channels of 
communication between Head Start staff and McKinney-
Vento liaisons to facilitate coordination of programs
Requires Head Start programs to develop and implement a 
family outreach and support program in coordination with 
outreach efforts under the McKinney-Vento Act
Requires Early Head Start programs to coordinate services 
with programs in the community for homeless infants and 
toddlers
Provides funds for technical assistance to Early Head Start 
programs to create special training and technical assistance 
initiatives targeted to serving high risk populations, such as 
children in the child welfare system and homeless children, 
and provide professional development designed to increase 
program participation for underserved populations of eli-
gible children
Requires the Secretary to establish standards for Head Start 
agencies, through regulation, taking into consideration best 
practices with respect to homeless children and children in 
foster care, and changes in the population of children who 
are eligible to participate in Head Start programs, includ-
ing the family structure of such children (including chil-
dren in foster care and the number of homeless children)
Requires the Secretary to provide technical assistance to im-
prove outreach to, increase program participation of, and 
improve quality of services available to meet the unique 
needs of homeless children
Requires the Secretary to provide, either directly or through 
grants or other arrangements, funds to support training for 
personnel providing services to children determined to be 
abused or neglected, or children referred by or receiving 
child welfare services, and to address the needs of homeless 
families
Requires the Secretary to ensure that reviews are conducted 

•

•

•

•
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•

•

•

Contributed by Barbara Duffield, Policy Director, NAEHCY
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School Readiness Act, continued

by review teams that include individuals who are knowl-
edgeable, to the maximum extent practicable, about the 
needs of homeless children and children in foster care
Requires the Secretary to carry out research, evaluation, 
and demonstration activities in order to use the Head Start 
programs to develop, test, and disseminate new ideas and 
based on existing scientifically based research, for address-
ing the needs of low-income preschool children (includ-
ing children with disabilities, homeless children, children 
who have been abused or neglected, and children in foster 
care)
Requires Head Start programs to collect data on the num-
ber of homeless children and children in foster care partici-
pating in the program
Requires the Secretary to prepare a report on the status 
of children in Head Start programs, including homeless 
children, children in foster care, and children referred by 
child welfare agencies

NAEHCY will be working in partnership with other na-
tional organizations to create and distribute implementation 
updates and guidance. Resources will be available on the 
NAEHCY web site at www.naehcy.org.

•

•

•

Comprehensive Standards for 
Virginia Preschool Programs 

Virginia Child Care Resource and Referral Network 
(VACCRRN) helps parents by providing information on high 
quality childcare resources throughout the comonwealth. Over 
650 families call the network for assistance each month. In 
addition, VACCRRN supports providers by developing re-
sources, maintaining standards, and raising awareness about 
the need for high quality childcare and early education. At 
the state level, VACCRRN facilitates information and referral 
services regarding high quality childcare and early education 
through a network of local resource and referral agencies. Staff 
provide training and technical assistance to communities and 
seek to educate localities on the links between early childhood 
programs and healthier communities. Their web site provides 
links to research and local community referral services: http://
www.vaccrrn.org/index.php.

 By Erin Ramsey

classroom activities are provided for each identified skill. A 
free resource available online at http://www.doe.virginia.gov/
VDOE/Instruction /Elem_M/FoundationBlocks.pdf or in 
print, Foundation Blocks for Early Learning is a helpful tool for 
early childhood educators, but also for parents, shelter provid-
ers, child-care providers, and others who want to ensure that 
their four-year olds are adequately prepared for kindergarten.

While the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 
does not mandate or prescribe a particular curriculum model, 
Virginia Preschool Initiative (VPI) Programs must select or de-
velop a curriculum that aligns with the Foundation Blocks for 
Early Learning comprehensive standards. To aid preschool ser-
vice providers in reviewing and selecting curricula that aligns 
with the standards, the VDOE has developed a rubric: Vir-
ginia’s Curriculum Review Rubric and Planning Tool. Though 
private and parochial preschool providers may use the rubric, 
it is designed especially for Virginia preschool programs that 
serve four-year-old students including VPI programs, Title 
I preschools, Early Childhood Special Education, and Even 
Start family literacy programs. The rubric names five domains 
research has identified as essential for early childhood develop-
ment: 1) cognitive and general knowledge, 2) language devel-
opment, 3) social and emotional development, 4) physical well 
being and motor development, and 5) learning approaches. The 
Preschool Curriculum Review Rubric and Planning Tool is also 
available online through VDOE at http://www.doe.virginia. 
gov/VDOE/Instruction/Elem_M/preschool_rubric.pdf.

In 2007, the Virginia Department of Education published 
Virginia’s Foundation Blocks for Early Learning: Comprehensive 
Standards for Four-Year-Olds to provide continuity among 
preschool programs throughout the state regardless of their 
individual curriculums. Based on scientific research, Founda-
tion Blocks for Early Learning establishes a range of skills and 
knowledge that are necessary to ensure four-year-olds an easy 
transition to kindergarten. The standards provide early child-
hood educators with a range of measurable skills in literacy, 
mathematics, science, history, social science, physical and mo-
tor development, and social and emotional development that 
are aligned with the Kindergarten Standards of Learning (SOL), 
Virginia’s Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening (PALS), and 
a national set of standards produced by the Early Childhood-
Head Start Task Force, Teaching Our Youngest, A Guide for Pre-
school Teachers and Child-Care and Family Providers.

The Foundation Blocks for Early Learning are arranged by 
subject and developmental progression. Definitions, devel-
opmental importance, measurable objectives, and suggested 

Resources for Child Care  
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In Your Neighborhood

A small tutoring program is making a big difference in the 
lives of children and youth experiencing homelessness in Prince 
William County according to homeless shelter administrators. 
The grant-funded program, under the direction of the Office 
of Student Services, has begun its third year of providing tutors 
at eight area shelters. 

One of the keys to the successful program can be attributed 
to the productive working relationship between the shelter ad-
ministrators and tutors. The focus has been accommodating 
families and children with flexibile services; yet the program 
also provides stability by assuring that biweekly homework and 
study guidance is provided for each student.

Shelter administrators and parents report improved aca-
demic performance on student homework, quizzes, and tests. 
Shelter coordinators also state that parents see their children 
developing a more positive attitude about school. 

To assist students in maintaining the gains made through-
out the school year, Student Services initiated a summer tutor-
ing program in 2007. It included a strong literacy component 
consisting of story time, literacy games, and rhyming activities 
for children. Older students enjoyed world travel games and 
activities. Summer was also a good time to work on strength-
ening knowledge in mathematics and science. High school 
juniors and seniors received assistance with college planning, 
including guidance on SAT preparation.

The summer coursework also focused on time management 
strategies, short and long-term goal planning, timeline devel-
opment, and portfolio displays of successful work.

Finding tutors who can make a difference in the lives of stu-
dents who are experiencing instability and an uncertain future 
has been at the core of the program’s success. Annette Rivera, 
a tutor in the program, had this to say about the experience, 
“Helping these students has been an extremely rewarding ex-
perience for me.”  

Published annually by Homeward, the planning and coor-
dinating organization for Richmond area homeless services, 
the State of Homelessness report presents data collected from a 
point-in-time count of individuals experiencing homelessness 
in Richmond and neighboring counties (Henrico, Hanover, 
and Chesterfield). A yearly census of individuals experienc-
ing homelessness was mandated for organizations that receive 
funding through the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD), and Homeward assimilates the 
information into a report to inform the community and fos-
ter understanding for people experiencing homelessness. The 
primary set of data in the report was collected on January 25, 
2007 from sheltered and unsheltered individuals experiencing 
homelessness. HUD has changed its data collection require-
ments to a biennial count of people experiencing homelessness 
with the option of annual counts. The 2007 report found that 
on a given day:

1150 people experience homelessness in the Richmond 
area
87 percent of homeless persons are sheltered, 13 percent 
are unsheltered
72 percent of adults are male, 28 percent are female
Average age for adults is 42.74 years
14.3 percent of individuals experiencing homelessness are 
children
10.7 percent of homeless persons have children living with 
them

Service providers in the Richmond area have been col-
laborating since 1998 to develop a community response 
to homelessness. The Ten Year Plan to Prevent and End 
Homelessness in the Richmond Region, published on Janu-
ary 17, 2008, builds on the assessed strengths of regional ser-
vice providers and attempts to prevent and end homelessness 
through the use of the following strategies:

Accessible and affordable stable housing
Programs for ex-offenders to increase their housing stabil-
ity
Prevention resources for individuals with a high-risk of 
homelessness
Mental health and substance abuse services for those expe-
riencing chronic homelessness
Specifically addressing the housing and service needs of 
families with children 

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Prevention Perspectives:
Homeless Shelter Tutoring Program

Contributed by Kathleen Katz, Prince William 
County Public Schools

Richmond Area State of 
Homelessness 2007 

By Erin Ramsey

State of Homelessness 2007 and the Ten Year Plan to Prevent 
and End Homelessness in the Richmond Region are published by 
Homeward and are available in their entirety online at http://
www.homewardva.org/documents.asp.



All publications are available on our web site www.wm.edu/hope 
They are not copyrighted and can be copied with appropriate reference to Proj-
ect HOPE-Virginia.

*For larger quantities, contact Project HOPE-Virginia

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

E-mail

Materials Order 
Form

Fax this form to:  757-221-5300 Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary 
 P O Box 8795 
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

W08 News

Project HOPE Publications Maximum 
Order* Quantity

Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250
Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 150
McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25
McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25
Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs *** ***
When School Is Home & Family: Supporting the Attendance and Success of
Youth on Their Own                               NEW FALL 2007 25

Identifying Homeless Youth on Their Own             NEW WINTER 2008 25
Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse Door                  25
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 25
Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know About Special Education and 
Homelessness 25

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and Shelters 25
Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 25
Questions and Answers on Homeless Education     REVISED FALL 2007              25
School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore 25
Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  25
Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students 25
What Educators Can Do 25
 Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools *** ***
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5                                            ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School                           ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School                              ---



These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our web site and copied with appropriate reference to Project 
HOPE-Virginia. 
The Project HOPE-Virginia web site contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing homelessness, 
as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 
audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 
homelessness. 

Information Briefs
 

When School Is Home & Family: Supporting the Attendance and    
Success of Youth on Their Own is designed to help your school 
support the attendance and success of youth on their own – 
whether they have run away or are independent for other reasons 
– by providing background information about unaccompanied 
youth, sharing some of the challenges they face, and suggesting 
positive policies and programs for school divisions. NEW FALL 
2007 

 

Identifying Youth on Their Own provides basic informa-
tion and strategies for each step to support school divisions in 
their efforts to identify unaccompanied homeless youth. 
NEW WINTER 2008

Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse Door 
provides enrollment personnel with tips on identifying and 
serving families experiencing homelessness during the enroll-
ment process. 

 

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special 
Education and Homelessness provides educators with tips on 
supporting families experiencing homelessness through the special 
education process. 

 

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know 
About Special Education and Homelessness provides families 
experiencing homelessness and service providers who work with 
these families with an overview of the special education process 
and tips for working through the process. 

 

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and 
Shelters   emphasizes ways that families and shelter providers can 
encourage the development of young children and become aware 
of potential concerns. It provides resources and strategies to assist 
when delays are observed. 

 

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness provides educators with information, 
resources, and strategies for supporting families with young 
children who are experiencing homelessness and may have special 
needs.

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education Answers basic 
questions regarding the educational needs of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. It is a useful resource for school 
administrators. REVISED FALL 2007

 

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore combines research 
statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions to provide health 
care to students experiencing homelessness. 

 

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  explores  resiliency with 
suggestions for ways to nurture this protective factor. 

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students provides suggestions for 
meeting the needs of highly mobile students at the division level, 
school level, and classroom level. 

 

What Educators Can Do introduces teachers to the topic of homeless 
education with practical suggestions to welcome and support 
homeless students in the classroom. 

Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation  
Available online as a searchable database at www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/
connections/. Extends through 8th grade in most subject areas.

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Kindergarten Through Grade 5 
summarizes the standards for grades K through 5 in easy-to-
understand terms. This document was prepared to offer parents 
and non-educators a quick reference to the content students must 
master at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources.  
Now also available for download in Spanish! 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School  summarizes the 
standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-to-understand terms. 
This document was prepared to offer parents and non-educators 
a quick reference to the content students must master at each 
grade level. Includes parent and student resources.  

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School  summarizes the 
standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-to-understand terms. 
This document was prepared to offer parents and non-educators a 
quick reference to the content students must master at each grade 
level. Includes parent and student resources.
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National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth

Making It Crystal Clear
A Commitment to  Educating  ALL 

Our Children And Youth

October 31 - November 3, 2008

Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City

Washington, 
DC20

______________________________
Building Futures Through Education

Up-to-the-minute conference details are available at www.naehcy.org

Submit a proposal to present at the 20th Annual 
NAEHCY conference. Share the successful collabora-
tions, excellent outcomes, and best practices of your 
program to serve homeless children and youth. The 
Request FoR PRoPosals is posted to the conference 
section of the NAEHCY web site, where you can also 
view past conference programs and session highlights 
(see address below). Deadline for submissions is May 
15, 2008. 



Best Interest Decision-Making for School Stability 
Transportation Challenges and Successes
Connecting Community and School Resources 
Developing a Comprehensive Homeless Education 
Program
Academic Achievement
Head Start Implementation and the Early Education 
Needs of Young Children Without Homes 
Determining and Confirming Eligibility for McKinney-
Vento Services

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

VolunteeR with the Virginia-based host committee! 
Opportunities abound for coordinating, facilitating, 
and -of course- networking to ensure that the 20th 
Annual NAEHCY Conference is a smash success. Vol-
unteers are needed for facilitating sessions and other 
ground-level activities during the conference. There are 
also various tasks that can be done prior to the event. 
Contact Mary Herrington, Local Committee Chair, at 
mherring@richmond.k12.va.us.



Prompt and Proper Placement
Unaccompanied Youth: Understanding Legal, Educa-
tional, Social, and Emotional Issues 
Strategies for Assisting Children in Out-of-home Care
IDEA 2004 and Strategies for Implementation 
Parent Involvement: Research and Strategies
Mental Health Needs of Homeless Children 
Data Collection and Program Evaluation 
Legislative and Policy Updates 
Research

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 

The NAEHCY annual conference is a Unique Showcase for best practices and services from across the country. It is the only 
national conference dedicated to improving the well-being of homeless children and youth. NAEHCY’s conference equips 
educators and advocates nationwide with the knowledge, skills, information, and inspiration they need to remove barriers 
and help ensure that every child and youth experiencing homelessness is successful – academically, personally, and socially.

HOW TO BE INVOLVED 
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Looking for ways to support students’ preparation for the 
upcoming Standards of Learning (SOL) exams? The internet 
is a terrific resource for SOL information, lessons, supple-
mental quizzes, and activities. Quizzes in an online format are 
beneficial because students receive instant feedback on their 
answers. Of course, this requires the use of a computer with 

SOL Support for Parents, Teachers, After-
School, and Shelter Providers

Resource Pool

The National Dropout Prevention Center/Network 
(NDPC/N) was founded in 1986 to serve as a clearinghouse 
for information on issues related to school improvement and 
dropout prevention and to offer strategies that increase the 
graduation rate in America’s schools. The website of NDPC/N 
provides access to statistics, model programs, resources and the 
most up-to-date information on dropout prevention policy, 
practice, and professional development. Based on their re-
search about what works best to meet the needs of all students, 
especially those in at-risk situations, NDPC/N has identified 
15 effective strategies that have a strong, positive impact on the 
dropout rate:

School and Community Perspective
Systemic renewal 
School-community collaboration
Safe learning environments

Early Interventions
Family engagement
Early childhood education
Early literacy development

Basic Core Strategies
Mentoring/tutoring
Service-learning
Alternative schooling
After-school opportunities

Making the Most of Instruction
Professional development
Active learning
Educational technology
Individualized instruction
Career and technical education

For more information on each strategy, visit http://www.
dropoutprevention.org/effstrat/default.htm.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

15 Effective Strategies for 
Dropout Prevention

Compiled by Jodi Mincemoyer, Erin Ramsey, and Xianxuan Xu

Virginia ranked fifth out of 50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia and scored a B- overall in Education Week’s Qual-
ity Counts report (January 10, 2008). The periodical ranks 
the states (including DC) in six areas of performance out-
comes and policymaking: chance-for-success; K-12 achieve-
ment; standards, assessments, and accountability; the teaching 
profession; school finance; and transitions and alignment. The 
overall average grade for all states was a C. The range of indi-

Quality Counts

ces used in the grading system focuses on a state’s ability to 
provide quality education and opportunity for people across 
the lifespan. Important in the study is the interaction among 
the K-12 education system, social and economic institutions, 
early care and education, as well as post-secondary education 
and training. 

Virginia scored a B, compared to the national average of 
C+, in the category of Chance-for-Success, which mea-
sures parental income and education, school enrollment 
and proficiency, and the future employment outlook. 

The transitions and alignment category measures state 
policies that set standards for school readiness for kinder-
garten as well as college preparation for older youth. With 
a national average of 58.4, no state scored well on the indi-
cators of college readiness, which investigates whether high 
school curriculum, credits, and testing are aligned with the 
postsecondary system. 

Education Week publishes this survey annually and revised 
the indices in 2007 to encompass the “cradle-to-career” out-
look. Visit www.edweek.org to learn more about the study.

•

•

The Great American Bake Sale

The Great American Bake Sale is a national campaign that 
encourages everyone to help end childhood hunger by hosting 
a bake sale in their community. Funds raised are granted to 
local organizations that work to increase participation of low-
income children in summer and after-school feeding programs 
and to support nutrition education programs for low-income 
families. Since 2003, Share Our Strength’s Great American 
Bake Sale has involved more than 1 million people who raised 
over $3 million to help feed the nation’s hungriest children. It 
is easy to participate; all you need to do is join a local bake sale 
or organize your own. (http://gabs.strength.org). Registration 
deadline is March 1.
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Resource Pool

an internet connection. The majority of quiz questions are de-
rived from former test questions released from the Virginia 
Department of Education. Distributed and repeated practice 
of SOL test content is the best way to ensure student success; 
therefore, these web resources offer an affordable and easy 
way to support students on the assessments.

Standards of Learning Released Tests
Virginia Department of Education
Level: Elementary, Middle, High
Content: Released test questions from 2000-2006. Tests are 
in a PDF format and may be printed for later use. Certain 
tests include supplemental materials to aid adults helping 
children prepare for the assessments. http://www.doe.vir-
ginia.gov/VDOE/Assessment/releasedtests.html 

Electronic Practice Assessment Tools (ePAT)
Virginia Department of Education
Level: Elementary, Middle, High
Content: Online quizzes for each SOL assessment grade and 
subject. Format and structure of quizzes is the same as actual 
SOL assessment and instant results and feedback are given 
for items. Requires the use of ePAT Launcher application 
(available for free download on website)
Go to: http://www.pearsonaccess.com. Select Virginia. Click 
on PEMSolutions and choose ePAT.

Jefferson Lab SOL Science, Math, and Technology Practice 
Tests 

Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator Facility - Office of 
Science Education
Level: Elementary, Middle, High
Content: Online quizzes with instant results and feedback 
http://education.jlab.org/solquiz/

SOL Practice: An Internet Hotlist on SOL Review
Mrs. Warren, Corporate Landing Middle School, Virginia 
Beach
Level: Middle 
Content: Links to review sites on the web listed by subject 
area
http://www.kn.pacbell.com/wired/fil/pages/listsolrevimr.
html

SOL Practice Tests & Tutorial Sites
Betty Collier, Wise County Alternative Education Center
Level: Middle, High 
Content: Practice tests by subject, links to tutorial sites by 
subject and concept, ESL resources, websites for teachers
http://www.wise.k12.va.us/alted/SOL/sol.htm

Interactive Quizzes
Tami Maloney, Poquoson City Public Schools 
Level: Elementary, Middle 

Three important tax credits can reduce the federal income 
taxes of working caregivers.  The Child Tax Credit can shrink 
tax bills up to $1,000 per child. The refundable Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC) and Additional Child Tax Credit can 
put extra money in caregivers’ pockets. Even if you live in a 
shelter, you can get these credits.

Some caregivers may be eligible to claim these credits for 
the first time, especially if there were changes in the family, 
such as a new child, a divorce, or a decrease in earnings during 
the past year.

Working caregivers with incomes from $1- $39,783 can of-
ten claim the EITC, a tax credit of $1 to $4,716 depending on 
the number of qualifying children and the amount of income. 
EITC requirements include: 1) the taxpayer must file a federal 
income tax return; 2) must have earnings from wages or self-
employment; and 3) must provide a valid Social Security num-
ber for each qualifying child listed on Schedule EIC.

The Child Tax Credit reduces tax liability dollar for dollar. 
Caregivers may be able to claim a credit of up to $1,000 for 
each child living in the same house who, on December 31, 
2007, was under the age of 17 and was a close relative. Care-
givers must provide the name and identification number (usu-
ally a Social Security number) on tax returns for each qualify-
ing child.

The Additional Child Tax Credit can give refunds to some 
taxpayers with qualifying children, even if no tax is owed. 
Form 8812, Additional Child Tax Credit, must be completed 
to claim the credit.

The EITC, Child Tax Credit, and Additional Child Tax 
Credit can  significantly reduce your tax liability and, in some 
cases, give you extra money back. You earned it. Don’t forget 
to claim it.

For free tax help call the IRS at 800-829-1040 or visit their 
web site: http://www.irs.gov for more information on these 
credits and whether you or the families you serve qualify for 
them.

Federal Income Tax Breaks For               
Working Caregivers

Contributed by Loren Johnson, Internal Revenue Service

Content: Study activities listed by grade level and subject 
area. Includes online quizzes that give instant feedback on 
each item and links to other quizzes available online
http://www.iq.poquoson.org/
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Leap into Literacy on Friday, February 29, 2008 at the 
Children’s Museum of Richmond with the “Celebrate Early 
Literacy for All” workshop. Breakout sessions will explore liter-
acy tools, books, curricula, and the museum using the Virginia 
Foundation Blocks for Early Learning standards. Registration fee 
of $15 includes, breakouts, lunch, and museum admission. The 
registration brochure can be found at www.wm.edu/hope.

Launched in conjunction with Latino/Hispanic Heritage 
Month in October, 2007, www.ListoVirginia.gov is a new web 
site designed to give Spanish-speaking Virginians access to im-
portant emergency preparedness information. Listo Virginia, 
which translates to “Ready Virginia,” is part of an educational 
campaign that encourages Virginia residents to prepare at home 
and at work for potential hazards such as natural disasters or 
terrorist attacks. The Spanish language web site along with its 
English language equivalent, www.ReadyVirginia.gov, encour-
ages citizens to take three steps: get an emergency supply kit, 
make an emergency plan, and stay informed about hazards 
that could affect Virginia. Additionally, the site includes infor-
mation for businesses, citizens with special needs, and seasonal 
guidelines, such as preparing for winter. The preparedness cam-
paign unites state government agencies with local government 
and private sector partners to reach Virginia’s Spanish-speaking 
communities. The campaign has also created multiple public 
service announcements to raise awareness and educate the 
public about emergency preparedness. The announcements 
are brief and available for viewing or downloading in the Press 
Room area. These messages can be posted to organization web 
sites or distributed via other media. 

¡Listo Virginia!

Resource Pool

Kathi Sheffel
Fairfax Co. Schools Homeless Liaison  

who was named 

Outstanding Individual Working in a 
Program as an Administrator

at the 2007 NAEHCY Awards Ceremony 
in Portland, Oregon

NAEHCY Conference Resources

The 19th Annual NAEHCY conference in Portland, OR, 
in November 2007 provided over 70 concurrent sessions on a 
range of topics relating to the education of children and youth 
in unstable housing. Resources, such as presenter handouts 
and contact information, from the conference are available on 
the association web site: www.naehcy.org. Materials cover top-
ics ranging from the introductory aspects of compliance with 
McKinney-Vento and related federal legislation, determining 
and confirming eligibility for  McKinney-Vento services, as 
well as tips for developing programs that coordinate wrap-
around services through school and community collabora-
tions. There are also extensive resources for understanding and 
working with children in out-of-home care.

The Food Stamp Program is the largest of the domestic food 
and nutrition assistance programs administrated by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Food and Nutrition Service to 
alleviate hunger and poverty. The program’s main purpose is, 
“to permit low-income households to obtain a more nutritious 
diet…by increasing their purchasing power” (Food Stamp Act 
of 1977, as amended). During fiscal year 2007, the program 
served 26 million people in an average month at a total an-
nual cost of over $30 billion in benefits. The federal program 
works  through a network of state and local food stamp agen-
cies, advocates, communities, and others to reach people with 
eligible incomes who are not currently participating in the 
Food Stamp Program and share information about the nutri-
tion benefits of food stamps to help them make an informed 
participation decision.

Program information, including pre-screening tool for 
eligibility, online and written application forms, manu-
als, procedures, and local office locators are available via  
www.fns.usda.gov/fsp.

Food Stamp Program

The Virginia Department of Education works with the 
Virginia Comprehensive Health Education Training Resource 
Center (VCHETRC), located at Longwood University, to 
provide workshops and training sessions throughout the com-
monwealth. Trainings are available for teachers, administrators, 
nurses, counselors, parents, community-based educators, and 
others involved in coordinated school health programs, in the 
subject areas of Family Life Education. Visit http://www.doe.
virginia.gov/VDOE/studentsrvcs/familylife.shtml for links to 
a variety of resources, including Virginia’s Collaborative HIV/
STD, Abstinence, Teen Pregnancy Prevention, Sexual and Re-
productive Health (CHATS) Resource Guide.

Compiled by Jodi Mincemoyer, Erin Ramsey, and Xianxuan Xu

Health Education Resources

Congratulations to 

Early Literacy Workshop
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Grants Administrator Jodi Mincemoyer
Research Assistants Alexander P. Miller
 Erin M. Ramsey, M.Ed.
 Stefanie Whorton 
 Xu Xianxuan, M.A.

Upcoming Events
National Student Campaign Against Hunger and 

Homelessness
February 22–24, 2008        Miami, FL

Leap Into Literacy 
Children’s Museum, Richmond  February 29, 2008

Anti-Hunger Policy Conference 
March 2-4, 2008  Washington, DC

www.frac.org/

Virginia Head Start Association
April 8-10, 2008           Fredericksburg, VA

National Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators
Foundation for Succees

April 13-16, 2008                   Washington, DC

Young Children Without Homes
April 15-17, 2008                Boston, MA
www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org

Shining Stars
Charting the Future for Today’s Children

July 14-16, 2008       Virginia Beach, VA
Visit www.ttaconline.org. Click on a Region and 

then cick on Events.

 LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 12, 2008
www.naehcy.org

Virginia Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators

October 27-29, 2008    Roanoke, VA

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

October 31-November 3, 2008     Washington, DC
www.naehcy.org

LeTendre Education Fund

The LeTendre Education awards were established in memo-
ry of André LeTendre, husband of Mary Jean LeTendre. Mary 
Jean LeTendre is the former Director of Compensatory Educa-
tion Programs at the US ED. Each year, the LeTendre Fund 
provides scholarship assistance to students who are, or have 
been, homeless. The scholarships are a one-time award of at 
least $1,000 to help defray the costs of higher education.

This year, thanks to continued support from the Ceres Foun-
dation, the fund was able to provide 36 scholarships ranging 
from $1,000-$1,500. Recipients are selected for their extraor-
dinary commitment to education, despite the deprivation and 
disruption caused by homelessness. The students honored in 
2007, like their predecessors, overcame tremendous obstacles 
such as hunger; moving from place to place in search of stable 
housing; loss of family; depression and anxiety; and numerous 
school absences and changes. 

In addition to the monetary award, 16 of this year’s scholars 
received an all-expense paid trip to the 19th Annual NAEHCY 
conference in Portland, OR, where they were able to take part 
in a youth summit, forge friendships that will keep them con-
nected through their next set of life changes, and develop 
mentoring relationships with professionals in education, foster 
care, and homeless service provision. 

Scholars consistently talk about the transformative experi-
ence of the conference and the opportunity to share a weekend 
with students who have been through similar situations. They 
stay connected with each other long after the awards ceremony 
through email and web sites like Facebook. Several scholars in 
recent ceremonies have referred to the strength they gained 
from meeting their new friends and knowing that there are 
people who are about them. For some students, this represents 
their first trip out of state or on an airline, making their worlds 
bigger than they were before.

Help change the lives of students experiencing homelessness 
today by encouraging those you serve to apply for the LeTendre 
Scholarship. For more information on the LeTendre Fund, to 
learn about the successes of LeTendre scholars, or download an 
application, visit www.naehcy.org.
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Welcome Head Start partners!

After reading, please distri
bute among 

your colleagues. Pass it
 on!

Non Profit 
Organization
Postage PAID 
Richmond, VA 
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DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, 
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals, 
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or 
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
·  In the above conditions and is a mi-

gratory child or youth. 
*To determine homelessness, consider 
the permanence and adequacy of the liv-
ing situation.

WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?
Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 
list, have questions related to the education 
of homeless children and youth, or would like 
additional information, brochures, posters, or 
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 
 (877) 455-3412 
Phone:  (757) 221-4002 
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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