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From the Desk of the State Coordinator

 Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s 
Program for the Education of Homeless 
Children and Youth.  The College of William 
and Mary administers the program for the 
Virginia Department of  Education.  Funding 
is authorized under the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Education Act, Title X, Part C 
of the No Child Left Behind Act (P.L. 107-
110).

 The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia 
is to ensure the enrollment, attendance, and 
success of homeless children and youth 
in school. The Project HOPE-Virginia 
Newsletter is an effort to increase awareness 
and identify resources regarding the issues 
of homeless education. For a listing of 
the other resources available from Project 
HOPE-Virginia, see pages 5 and 6.

Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.
Virginia State Coordinator

James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Faculty Liaison

LeTendre Education Fund 
for Homeless Students

Scholarship Deadline
September 22, 2006

Guidelines and application: 
www.naehcy.org

 So much has occurred since our last newsletter! We have conducted liaison train-
ings, met with McKinney-Vento subgrantees, hosted a statewide conference with 
nearly 400 in attendance, and kept our ongoing technical assistance moving while 
having the extra responsibility for the Emergency Impact Aid data collection on 
students displaced by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

 Regional liaison trainings were expanded this year to provide an introductory 
session during the morning with an update for trained liaisons in the afternoon. In 
addition, the trainings have been opened to other school and community staff. This 
expansion will continue through the summer and into the next school year. Training 
schedules will be mailed to liaisons, posted to the HOPE Web site, and highlighted 
in future newsletters.

 Highlights of the HOPE Seminar can be found in this newsletter and at our Web 
site. The entire HOPE staff thanks the many individuals who gave of their time and 
expertise to make this the most successful seminar we have hosted! A special rec-
ognition goes to Jodi Mincemoyer for her tireless “behind the scenes” efforts that 
allowed us to learn so much! Plans for next year’s conference are already underway, 
so be sure to mark your calendars now. We have already confi rmed Dr. Lorraine 
Monroe as a keynote speaker. On March 20-21, 2007, the Williamsburg Marriott 
will be the place to be!  See page 7 for more information.

 We have submitted our fi nal counts of students displaced by the hurricanes to 
the US Department of Education and currently await the fi nal funding award under 
the Hurricane Education Recovery Act. Students were displaced to all 50 states and 
Virginia ranked tenth in the number of students initially reported. Virginia identi-
fi ed nearly 1300 students from the Gulf Coast enrolled in public and nonpublic 
schools on September 30, 2005. While the numbers continue to wane, as of March 
31, 2006, more than 800 displaced students were still enrolled in Virginia schools. 
These counts have been tied to federal funds to reimburse local school systems 
for the additional costs incurred while serving displaced students. The fi nal cost 
per pupil reimbursement has not been determined; however, based on counts from 
September, December, and February, Virginia already has received more than $3.3 
million. Schools are reminded that all funds must be obligated by July 31, 2006 
and liquidated within another 90 days. School division data and guidance for use of 
these funds can be found at our Web site. 

 Identifi cation of all students experiencing homelessness continues to be a prior-
ity for our program. Annual data collection this year will provide liaisons with the 
option to submit their report online. Liaisons are encouraged to collaborate with 
local shelters and other community agencies to increase the accuracy of their iden-
tifi cation systems.

 I hope this summer will provide you with an opportunity to relax and rejuvenate 
so that you may continue to support our students in homeless situations. Thank you 
for all you do!
 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D., Virginia State Coordinator
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By Jessica Murray, with contributions by Sarah Bratton 
cent of the adults who requested assistance were em-
ployed.
Recipients of food assistance in 87 percent of the cities 
relied on the services both as a steady food supply for 
long periods of time as well as for emergencies.
Unemployment and other employment related prob-
lems were cited as the leading causes of hunger. Other 
reasons, in order of frequency, included high housing 
costs, poverty or lack of income, medical or health 
costs, mental health problems, substance abuse, trans-
portation costs, high childcare costs, lack of education, 
and utility costs.

Homelessness:
Requests for emergency shelter increased in 71 percent 
of the cities. The average increase was 6 percent.
Thirty-two percent of requests for shelter by homeless 
families were unmet with 88 percent of cities turning 
away homeless families due to a lack of resources.
In the cities surveyed, people remained homeless an 
average of seven months. Eighty-seven percent of the 
cities reported an increase in the length of time people 
remained homeless.
An average of 22 percent of homeless people in the 
cities presented with a mental illness and 11 percent 
were veterans.
Requests for housing assistance by low-income fami-
lies and individuals increased in 86 percent of the cit-
ies in the past year. In 57 percent of the cities, families 
sometimes separated in order to obtain shelter.
Lack of affordable housing was the most common rea-
son provided to explain homelessness. Other reasons 
included low-paying jobs, lack of services for mental 
health needs, lack of substance abuse services, domes-
tic violence, unemployment, poverty, and prisoner re-
entry.

Outlook:
Ninety percent of the cities expect requests for emer-
gency food assistance to increase, with 86 percent of 
cities expecting requests by families with children to 
increase during 2006.
Ninety-three percent of the cities predict that requests 
for emergency shelter will increase during the next 
year, with 95 percent expecting requests by homeless 
families to increase.

The report also covered statistics and feedback about sur-
viving Hurricane Katrina. That summary and more infor-
mation about the Conference of Mayors are available at: 
usmayors.org/uscm/home.asp.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 The United States Conference of Mayors 
released its annual Hunger and Homelessness 
Survey for 2005. The survey obtained information 
from 24 US cities regarding the demand for emergency 
food assistance and emergency shelter, as well as the abil-
ity of local agencies to provide these services. The survey 
also sought information pertaining to the causes of hun-
ger and homelessness and the demographics of Americans 
experiencing these problems. Successful programs that re-
spond to local hunger and homelessness, the availability of 
affordable housing for people earning a low-income, and 
the future outlook for the economy’s impact on hunger and 
homelessness also were discussed. Some of the key fi nd-
ings of the survey follow. 

Hunger:
Seventy-six percent of the cities surveyed registered an 
increase in requests for emergency food assistance dur-
ing the past year. The average increase reported from 
the cities was 12 percent. A 7 percent average increase 
in requests for food was reported among families with 
children.
Eighteen percent of requests for emergency food as-
sistance were unmet during 2005, including 18 percent 
of requests by families.
Fifty-four percent of requests for emergency food as-
sistance were from families with children. Forty per-

•

•

•

 Numerous reports have been released over the last sev-
eral months that discuss increasing rates of poverty across 
all age and demographic characteristics. The studies con-
sistently demonstrate that the rate of child poverty has in-
creased, leaving millions hungry, unsheltered, and lacking 
adequate health care and child care. Below are brief sum-
maries of some of those reports. A complete list  with links 
to the reports can be found on the HOPE web site or on the 
sites referenced throughout this article. 
 Most surveys indicate that families seeking assistance 
are unable to make ends meet, whether they are working or 
receiving welfare or other government benefi ts. In addition, 
communities where people in poverty live are strained to 
meet demands for food, shelter, health care, mental health 
services, and other assistance that this population requires. 
Many requests for assistance go unmet. 
 To learn more about helping children in poverty achieve 
in school, see page 7. Lorraine Monroe, keynote speaker 
for the 2007 HOPE Seminar, offers advice and leadership 
in the fi eld.

The State of American PThe State of American Povertyoverty
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 America’s Second Harvest recently re-
leased Hunger in America 2006, the largest 
study of domestic hunger ever conducted, to report the 
distribution of emergency food supplies during 2005. 
America’s Second Harvest includes approximately 80 
percent of all the food banks in the US. Information 
for this study was gathered from both face-to-face in-
terviews with 52,000 randomly selected recipients at 
emergency food assistance sites and from 30,000 sur-
veys completed by food banks across the nation. Key 
fi ndings of the study follow.

America’s Second Harvest provided emergency food 
assistance to approximately 9 percent of Americans 
annually, or 25.35 million low-income people. This 
represents an 8 percent increase since the organiza-
tion’s 2001 report and an 18 percent increase since 
its 1997 report.
Sixty-six percent of households served had annual 
incomes below the poverty level (less than $15,670 
annually for a family of three in 2004). Ten percent 
of adults served earned no income. The average 
monthly income for the working families served was 
$860. Fifty-one percent of all recipient households 
reported incomes of less than $10,000 the previous 
year.

•

•

 The US Economic Policy Institute Cen-
ter on Budget and Policy Priorities has released 
several reports pertaining to the federal minimum 
wage. In their report released in September 2005, Un-
happy Anniversary, the deterioration of the value 
of the federal minimum wage was discussed at length. 
Key points of the report follow.

The federal minimum wage has remained at $5.15 
an hour since September 1, 1997. Since 1997, the 
purchasing power of the federal minimum wage has 
decreased by 17 percent. 
The average wage for nonsupervisory positions is 
$16 an hour. Comparatively, the minimum wage 
equates to 32 percent of this average wage. This is 
the lowest share since 1949. 
Research has shown that the decrease in value of 
the minimum wage has been a contributing factor to 
wage inequality for approximately 30 years.
Once adjusted for infl ation, the purchasing power 
of the current minimum wage is at its lowest level 
since 1955, with the exception of 1989. 

 More research, issue briefs, and policy papers re-
garding working people are available on the Economic 
Policy Institute web site: www.epinet.org.

•

•

•

•

Continued on page 4.

Seventy percent of all people served by America’s 
Second Harvest food banks relied on the services to 
provide enough food to meet their basic needs.
Nine million children under age 18 were fed by 
America’s Second Harvest services in 2005.
Thirty-six percent of the households served consist-
ed of one or more working adults. Twenty-eight per-
cent of all adults served were employed. Nearly 15 
percent of working adults within these households 
were employed full-time and 13 percent were em-
ployed part-time. 
Almost 55 percent of all households served were 
single parent households with children.
The poverty rate for single female households was 
more than 7 percent greater in rural areas than in 
cities.
Twelve percent of recipients were homeless, dem-
onstrating a 28 percent increase since 2001.
Eighty-eight percent of recipients were housed. Six-
ty-six percent rented their homes, 6.7 percent lived 
free with someone else, and 25 percent owned their 
homes.
Thirty-fi ve percent of emergency food recipients 
also participated in the federal Food Stamp Program. 
Monthly food stamp supplies lasted three weeks or 
less for eight out of ten food stamp recipients who 
also received aid from America’s Second Harvest.

 Read more facts and learn how to get involved at the 
America’s Second Harvest web site: 
www.secondharvest.org.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

 The 2005 edition of the annually pub-
lished Kids Count Data Book presents a variety 
of sociologic as well as economic trends experienced 
by American children. Kids Count provides data at the 
national and state level. Some key research fi ndings fol-
low.

Between 2000 and 2003, child poverty increased 
in 25 states and the District of Columbia while the 
child poverty rates decreased in 12 states. Thirteen 
states reported no change in the percentage of chil-
dren in poverty. In Virginia, the child poverty rate 
was 13 percent, or approximately 233,000 children 
under 18, in 2000 and in 2004, with minor fl uctua-
tions between. 
During 2004, 17.8 percent of the people in the US 
under 18 lived in poverty, or 13 million children, 
consistent with the number for 2003. This poverty 
rate for children under 18 was higher than the rates 
for any other age group. While children under 18 

•

•
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 America’s Children: Key National Indica-
tors of Well-Being, is a report from the Forum 
on Child and Family Statistics released every two 
years. The 2005 report includes national data pertaining to 
family and population characteristics, economic security, 
health, behavior and social environment, and education. 
Some key fi ndings follow.

Household Characteristics and Child Poverty
Children in single parent households were more likely to 
be poor than those in married couple households. Single 
female households with children had a poverty rate of 
42 percent compared with 9 percent in married couple 
households.
Approximately one third of single female households  
with children received child support.
Children between the ages of zero and fi ve were more 
likely to live in families with incomes below the poverty 
level than children aged 6-17. In 2003, 20 percent of the 
children under six lived in poverty compared with 16 
percent for children over six. 
In 2003, 30 percent of all children living in poverty had 
a parent working full time year round.
Approximately 13 million children lived in households 
classifi ed as food insecure, meaning that there was dif-
fi culty in obtaining adequate food, resulting in poor diet 
quality and anxiety about food supply.

Healthcare
In 2004, there were 45.8 million people without health 
insurance, an increase of 5.8 million people from 2003. 
The percentage of the population that was uninsured re-

•

•

•

•

•

•

represented 25.2 percent of the US population, they 
made up 35.2 percent of people in poverty.
Thirty-three percent of children in the US, or 24 million, 
had parents who lacked full time year round employ-
ment. In Virginia, the number increased from 27 percent 
in 2000 to 29 percent in 2004, leaving over 519,000 chil-
dren living with families in which there was no steady 
income. Without steady employment, parents are less 
able to provide healthcare and basic necessities for their 
children. 
Four main barriers to employment in the US included 
substance abuse, domestic violence, prior incarceration, 
and depression. The cumulative impact of these experi-
ences left 2 million parents chronically unemployed.

 The Annie E. Casey Foundation web site provides this 
report in its entirety, as well as links to state and local level 
data regarding the welfare of children: 
www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/databook.jsp.

•

•

mained constant at 15.7 percent.
Of children under 18 years, 11.2 percent, or 8.4 million, 
did not have health insurance in 2004.

 The full report is available at: 
www.childstats.gov/americaschildren/index.asp

•

 In January, the National Center for Children in 
Poverty released a report entitled Low Income 
Children in the United States: National and 
State Trend Data, 1994-2004. This report provides 
statistics regarding the increasing number of children living 
in low income families, a trend that began in the year 2000. 
Key research fi ndings for Virginia follow.

Thirty percent of Virginia’s children lived in low income 
families, defi ned as those with income below 200 per-
cent of the federal poverty level.
Thirty-fi ve percent of children under age six and 27 per-
cent of children aged six and older lived in low income 
families.
Fifty-seven percent of low income families in Virginia 
have at least one parent who was employed full time 
year round, while 18 percent of low income families in-
cluded parents who were unemployed.
Sixty percent of children in low-income families lived 
with a single parent.
Forty-one percent of children living in urban communi-
ties lived in low income families while 46 percent of 
children in rural communities experienced these condi-
tions.
Low income families were more mobile than families 
whose earnings were above 200 percent of the poverty 
level. Twenty percent of children from low income fam-
ilies moved in the past year while only 9 percent of more 
fi nancially secure families moved.
Seven percent of low income children lived in families 
with no parent present while this occurred for only 3 
percent of children in families with more fi nancial se-
curity. 

 The full report, as well as more research and issue briefs 
are available at www.nccp.org.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The State of American PThe State of American Povertyoverty, continued

Congratulations to 

Lisa Von DohlenLisa Von Dohlen 
of Stafford County Public Schools who was selected

Social Worker of the YearSocial Worker of the Year 

by the Virginia Chapter of the National Association 

of Social Workers!



Project HOPE Publications Maximum 
Order* Quantity

Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250
Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 150
McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25
McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25
Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs *** ***
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 25
Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know About Special Education and 
Homelessness

25

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and Shelters 25
Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 25
Questions and Answers on Homeless Education                    Revised Fall 2005! 25
School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore 25
School Social Workers: A Necessary Link               Currently Under Revision ---

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  25
Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students 25
What Educators Can Do 25
 Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools *** ***
Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5                                           ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School                          ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School                             ---

see http://www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/connections/

All publications are available on our web site http://www.wm.edu/
hope 
They are not copyrighted and can be copied with appropriate reference to Proj-
ect HOPE-Virginia.

*For larger quantities, contact Project HOPE-Virginia

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

Materials Order 
Form

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988 Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary 
 P O Box 8795 
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

W/S 06 News



homelessness. Currently under revision to include all student 
support services.

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores  resiliency 
with suggestions for ways to nurture this protective factor. 

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides suggestions 
for meeting the needs of highly mobile students at the division 
level, school level, and classroom level. 

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of 
homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome 
and support homeless students in the classroom. Revised 
Spring 2004

Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools
Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation  

Available online as a searchable database at http://www.fcps.
edu/cpsapps/connections/. Extends through 8th grade in most 
subject areas. 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Kindergarten Through 
Grade 5 Summarizes the standards for grades K through 5 
in easy-to-understand terms. This document was prepared 
to offer parents and non-educators a quick reference to the 
content students must master at each grade level. Includes 
parent and student resources. 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources. 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources. 

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our web site and copied with appropriate reference to Project 
HOPE-Virginia. 
The Project HOPE-Virginia web site contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing homelessness, 
as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provide a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 
audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 
homelessness. (Revised Winter 2003)

Information Briefs
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About 

Special Education and Homelessness Provides educators 
with tips on supporting families experiencing homelessness 
through the special education process. 

 

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to 
Know About Special Education and Homelessness Provides 
families experiencing homelessness and service providers 
who work with these families with an overview of the special 
education process and tips for working through the process. 

 

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families 
and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families and shelter 
providers can encourage the development of young children 
and become aware of potential concerns. It provides resources 
and strategies to assist when delays are observed. 

 

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness Provides educators with 
information, resources, and strategies for supporting families 
with young children who are experiencing homelessness and 
may have special needs.

 

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education Answers basic 
questions regarding the educational needs of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness. It is a useful resource for 
school administrators.  Revised Fall 2005

 

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines  
research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions to 
provide health care to students experiencing homelessness. 
Revised Fall 2004

 

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School Success 
for Students Experiencing Homelessness This brief offers 
concrete suggestions that school social workers may fi nd  
helpful when assisting a family who is experiencing  
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Looking forward...
Mark Your Calendars!

March 20-21, 2007
Williamsburg Marriott

Featuring Lorraine Monroe
 Lorraine Monroe will provide the keynote address for 
the 2007 Annual Seminar, March 20-21. Lorraine Monroe  
cofounded of the Frederick Douglass Academy (FDA), a 
public school that is operated like a private school primarily 
for disadvantaged inner city youth in Harlem. Her advice, 
when asked how to deal with children from high poverty 
backgrounds, is simple: “Love them. Teach them.”

 The FDA student population is almost exclusively mi-
nority youth—namely African American and Latino stu-
dents. A large majority of students live in poverty. In order 
to be accepted to FDA, students are required to complete 
a competitive application process. Grades are not the most 
important factor considered for acceptance decisions; po-
tential for success is deemed most important. All graduates 
of FDA are expected to attend prestigious colleges or uni-
versities without exception. College preparation begins in 
sixth grade. Dr. Monroe stresses the importance of school 
and supportive adults to change the lives of central Har-
lem youth, enabling them to reach beyond the boundaries 
of their community for a better future. The curriculum in-
cludes a required business course, as well as Japanese or 
Latin, music, art, and dance classes beginning in middle 
school. High school students are offered Advanced Place-
ment courses or introductory college courses at Hunter 
College. Students are required to complete four hours of 
homework daily and are provided with many enrichment 
activities throughout the year. The number of students who 
pass the state exams exceeds the average for New York 
City Schools by 30-40 percent in each subject area. The 
rigid adherence to school rules provides an ideal environ-
ment for the academic vigor expected of all students.

 Lorraine Monroe is also the founder of the Lorraine 
Monroe Leadership Institute and the author of Nothing’s 
Impossible: Leadership Lessons from Inside and Outside 
the Classroom and The Monroe Doctrine: An ABC Guide 
to What Great Bosses Do. Learn more about Lorraine Mon-
roe at lorrainemonroe.com/. 
 

 Watch the Project HOPE-Virginia web site www.
wm.edu/hope for updated seminar details. 

HOPE Annual SeminarHOPE Annual Seminar

Looking back...
 “Flinging Our Arms Wide: Providing School Stability 
for Students in Need,” Project HOPE-Virginia’s 2006 Sem-
inar held in Williamsburg, experienced a record turnout. 
With 400 registrants this event nearly doubled the numbers 
of participants from previous years. Forty-nine school di-
visions from Virginia were represented at the seminar, as 
well as four additional school divisions from three different 
states. Many shelters and community agencies also partici-
pated in the event. Seminar attendees enjoyed the keynote 
address by Jonathan Kozol, a lifelong advocate for equity 
in education around the nation. Thanks to all of the speak-
ers and participants for making this such a valuable event!

The 2006 Extra Mile Award was  presented 
to 

Tom Italiano
Transportation Planner for 

Fairfax County Public Schools

Tom is recognized for his diligent efforts to maintain sta-
bility for students experiencing homelessness by keeping 
them in their schools of origin. Tom’s colleagues acknowl-
edge him as a caring and deliberate leader, who always 
stops to ask, “What’s the best solution for this child?” Tom 
studies complex routing, arranging transportation that cov-
ers Virginia’s largest school division, sometimes crosses 
county and state lines, and accommodates after school ac-
tivity schedules and day care needs! These arrangements 
often change from day to day based on the child’s activi-
ties and the family’s housing instability. He works closely 
with contracted services, such as cab companies, to sensi-
tize drivers to the needs of these children and understand 
possible behavioral issues. Thank you, Tom, for creating a 
positive school environment for children and for support-
ing your colleagues in their work, as well!
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homes. However, such restrictions create a population of 
unaccompanied males who must be separated from their 
families during this time of crisis.
 Some shelters provided services for older youth such 
as clothing, school supplies, support groups, classes to 
develop workplace skills, and transportation to school ac-
tivities. The resources that shelters had on hand often were 
geared toward younger children. Since the majority of their 
clients’ children were elementary age or pre-kindergarten, 
shelter providers tended not to be equipped with engaging 
activities and materials for older youth. Shelters reported 
that locating outlets for social activities that are free and do 
not require transportation was especially challenging.
 In addition, Virginia’s shelters report that some youth 
exhibit challenging behaviors while coping with stress-
ful circumstances. Liaisons reported diffi culty arranging 
transportation and locating affordable housing options for 
students. Transition specialists who provide services for 
older youth with disabilities faced challenges coordinating 
records and individualized educational plans for these stu-
dents who frequently moved before the process was com-
plete.
 Feedback from shelters and schools helps describe the 
current support systems provided to older unaccompanied 
youth with and without disabilities. Project HOPE-Virginia 
will continue analyzing results of the surveys and will use 
this information in developing resources to support shelters 
and schools. 

 According to the National Center for Homeless Educa-
tion, it is hard to get a realistic picture of the everyday lives 
of unaccompanied and homeless youth. The numbers are 
increasing and this subpopulation is diffi cult to understand 
and reach. Research indicates that several factors contrib-
ute to homelessness for older youth – residential instability, 
economic diffi culties, and family issues, such as violence 
and mental illness. 
 Project HOPE-Virginia, the Offi ce for the Education 
of Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness, with 
support from the Virginia Department of Education, Offi ce 
of Special Education and Student Services, recognizes the 
need to reach these youth and developed a plan to increase 
outreach support. The initial step, completed in the sum-
mer 2005, was to conduct a needs assessment by surveying 
shelter providers, homeless liaisons, and special education 
transition specialists.
 The goal of the survey was to understand stakeholders’ 
perspectives regarding several issues such as a) the services 
shelters provide; b) the agencies or programs where older 
youth are referred; c) the resources that are needed; and 
d) the obstacles to serving unaccompanied youth. In ad-
dition, some questions addressed special education issues 
since the reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Improvement Act includes new requirements to reach 
and serve children with disabilities who are experiencing 
homelessness. 
 Over 200 participants provided valuable insight con-
cerning the resources and challenges of serving this pop-
ulation. When shelters and schools became aware that a 
youth was unaccompanied, most were referred to the De-
partment of Social Services and the Health Department. 
Liaisons, shelter providers, and transition specialists pro-
vided some degree of counseling services to address issues 
such as depression and anxiety. However they agree that 
more resources are needed for older youth. All three groups 
surveyed discussed the need for resources such as afford-
able, emergency, and transitional housing and transporta-
tion. Transition specialists also commented on the need for 
employment resources for older youth with disabilities.
 Sixty-four percent of shelters had age and gender re-
strictions that prohibited older and unaccompanied youth 
from using their facilities. This exacerbated limited hous-
ing, especially for unaccompanied young males over the 
age of 12. For example, many domestic violence shelters 
do not allow teenage males to stay in the shelter with a par-
ent. These policies exist to create a healing environment for 
women and children who are seeking refuge from abusive 

By Michele Myers

Survey on Homeless and Unaccompanied YouthSurvey on Homeless and Unaccompanied Youth

 Smart Beginnings, a statewide initiative launched by 
Governor Mark Warner in December 2005, is a partnership 
to share information and efforts for improving early child-
hood development for Virginia’s children. The project, or-
ganized under the new Virginia Early Childhood Founda-
tion, encourages regional collaborative solutions to serving 
the needs of young children. The Foundation’s guiding phi-
losophy is that leadership in the global community requires 
high quality education. The best way to meet that goal is 
to ensure that children are healthy and ready to learn when 
they start kindergarten. 
 

 The project’s web site, www.smartbeginnings.org, 
serves as a portal for many existing resources that provide 
information on the importance of the early childhood years. 
The site will be a clearinghouse of information on training, 

Smart Beginnings
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who move for military assignments provides timely re-
cord transfers and staff attention to the needs of fami-
lies moving in and out of the system. The military has 
also allowed families to remain in an assignment rather 
than moving during a child’s last year in high school.

 Hartman recommends the following changes in policy 
and practice to improve the response to mobility and pre-
vent it. The most vital change is improved record keeping, 
in which data on mobility are collected and analyzed. In 
addition, he suggests that schools and communities con-
sider the factors that cause mobility and address them.

Examine ways to retain students when school transfers 
are caused by expulsion or parental dissatisfaction. 
Coordinate transportation services for those who move 
nearby, to maintain each child in one school for an aca-
demic year, using McKinney-Vento networks and solu-
tions.
Advocate within the community to promote affordable 
housing and enact laws that will maintain family stabil-
ity and increase residential security.
Ensure that children who are in foster care remain in 
the school of origin.
Increase communication and cooperation among 
schools and service systems to facilitate assistance for 
families in need. 

 Finally, the article points to some gaps in research, 
namely the effects of family and community circumstances 
on mobility and how the classroom adapts to these chang-
es.
________________
Hartman, C. (2006, February). Students on the Move. Educa-
tional Leadership, 63. 

•

•

•

•

•

 Students on the Move, in the February 2006 edition of 
Educational Leadership, highlighted the negative impact 
that mobility has on students and looked at possible solu-
tions to the problem. Noting research that one in six stu-
dents had attended at least three schools by the end of third 
grade, the author, Chester Hartman, argues that schools, as 
well as children and families, suffer from such transience. 
Schools face diffi culties planning for staff needs and re-
sources when they are trying to keep up with a “revolving 
door” on the classroom. 
 In addition to the McKinney-Vento Act and its positive 
effects keeping students stable, Hartman considered some 
best practice models from various sources.

Migrant Education programs have developed electron-
ic record transfer systems that are used from state to 
state, distance learning programs and laptop programs 
to keep students connected and progressing through an 
education curriculum as their families move for work.
Staying Put, a University of Chicago Center for School 
Improvement project, informs families about the det-
rimental effects that moving can have on children by 
disrupting their education. Project staff also counsel 
families on their rights in the city school system to 
remain in the same school for the entire year and for 
high school students through the remainder of their 
academic careers.
Making the school environment accommodating to 
transfers is the goal at Moffett Elementary School in 
Los Angeles. That school receives up to 10 new stu-
dents each month. New students are assimilated with 
care and attention through school buddies, school coun-
selors, and by involving parents in the school life.
The Department of Defense model in assisting families 

•

•

•

•

By Jodi Mincemoyer

Effects of Student Mobility on Schools and CommunitiesEffects of Student Mobility on Schools and Communities

data and research, and best practices, as well as a commu-
nity forum for dialogue, public awareness, and outreach ef-
forts.
 Supporting exemplary programs that bring together 
many organizations and resources in the community are a 
cornerstone of the project’s work. Examples of local initia-
tives are:

Youth Matters, a consortium coordinated by the Greater 
Richmond Chamber to promote the link between qual-
ity early childhood development and economic vitality,   
works to change service delivery systems, laws, poli-
cies, regulations, and funding to ensure that children 
and their families have access to quality home visita-

•

Smart Beginnings, continued tion and early care and education services.
The United Way of Henry County & Martinsville (HC/
M) Success By 6 initiative brings together many part-
ners to improve kindergarten readiness for children in 
the region. With a focus on home childcare providers 
and parents, HC/M Success By 6 is working to ensure 
children are ready to succeed upon entering school.
The Valley Interfaith Child Care Center (VICCC) 
has brought together the area’s faith communities, in 
partnership with New River Community Action, area 
businesses, the public sector, and social and nonprofi t 
groups. With the goal of providing high-quality, afford-
able, care, in fully state-licensed centers, for the young-
est (ages 0-3) children of local low-income working 

•

•

Continued on page 11.
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In Your Neighborhood
2006 Point in time Count Around Virginia

 Virginia Beach City Public Schools Project HOPE has 
been part of the Continuum of Care group called VBHARP 
or Virginia Beach Homeless Advocacy Resource Partner-
ships, which convenes monthly to determine the needs in 
the community as it relates to homelessness. Virginia Beach 
Project HOPE has been part of giving children and families 
a role in fi nding solutions to their needs and problems. 

 On January 29, 2006, Virginia Beach Project HOPE 
participated in the annual Point in Time (PIT) Count of 
the Homeless. The PIT count is part of a needs assessment 
required by HUD. The homeless are counted over a 24 
hour period, by canvassing areas where homeless individu-
als and families stay temporarily, such as  woods, motels, 
parking lots, shelters, etc. VBHARP recognizes the poten-
tial impact that the rise in motel rates has on families and 
provides that information to HUD.  Virginia Beach Proj-
ect Hope’s B.J. McGrath and the Department of Housing’s 
John Boylan coordinated the motel count along with school 
social workers, Karen Hatfi eld, Kathleen Boylan, Nancy 
Reckling, Vivian Moore, Donna Whiteside, and Lisa Low-
man. The initial motel count revealed 62 families and 119 
children who are undercounted due to the magnitude of 
motels at Virginia Beach. This information will be used by 
local authorities when designing a response to the needs of 
its citizens. 

Virginia Beach HARP

By B. J. McGrath

Fairfax-Falls Church

Lynchburg

 The Point in Time Count in Lynchburg on January 25, 
2006 found 394 homeless people, including 105 children 
resported through Lynchburg City Public Schools as ex-
periencing homelessness. The breakdown of the homeless 
population is as follows.

93 with severe mental illness
76 with substance use disorder
6 veterans
8 persons with HIV/AIDS
24 displaced by domestic violence

 Lynchburg’s Central Virginia Homeless and Housing 
Coalition will use the results of the PIT survey to determine 
the direction of their plan to end homelessness.

•
•
•
•
•

 The 2006 Point-in-Time Survey of the Fairfax-Falls 
Church area was conducted on January 25. A coalition of 
over 20 nonprofi t and county agencies worked together to 
collect the data from more than 60 homeless assistance 
programs, including emergency shelters, transitional hous-
ing programs, and other locations. The survey found 2,077 
homeless people, an increase from 1,949 in 2005. The num-
ber of homeless families remained constant at 333 families, 
consisting of a total of 1,143 people. Below are more facts 
from the survey.

Fifty-fi ve percent of the homeless population consisted 
of families, including 724 children
Forty-fi ve percent or 934 were single individuals
Eighty percent of families with children have a single  
head of household; 95 percent of those are female. 
Nearly 50 percent of homeless adults, were employed

 - 28 percent of single adults
 - 62 percent of persons age 18-64 in families 

 On April 7, Freddie Mac and the Freddie Mac Foun-
dation sponsored a Community Summit to End Homeless-
ness: Creating a Blueprint for Success to bring together 
the public sector, business, philanthropic, nonprofi t, and 
faith communities to discuss a comprehensive approach to 
ending homelessness in the Fairfax region. The event in-

•

•
•

•

 The Thomas Jefferson Planning District, which in-
cludes the City of Charlottesville and the Counties of Al-
bemarle, Fluvanna, Greene, Louisa, and Nelson, conducted 
its point in time survey January 24-26, 2006. The survey 
found 175 people who met the defi nition of homeless. Re-
liable statistical estimates suggest that the total number of 
those homeless in the region is at least 257. Below are some 
results.

37 percent of homeless adults were currently em-
ployed 
26 percent were homeless with dependent children 
69 percent had been homeless for less than a year 
20 percent had been homeless for less than 1 month 

The full report will be available later this year. Further in-
formation is available at: 
http://www.tjpdc.org/housing/misCensus.asp.

•

•
•
•

Charlottesville Area
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                    Project HOPE Staff

State Coordinator Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Grants Administrator Jodi A. Mincemoyer
Doctoral Fellow    Michele Myers
Research Assistants Sarah Bratton
 Jessica Murray

Upcoming Events
Smart Beginnings Blitz

Kick off May 12--Events continue through June 18
www.smartbeginnings.org

Canal Walk
May 20        Brown‛s Island

www.canalwalk.org

Shining Stars
July 19-21, 2006      Virginia Beach

www.sporg.com/registration?form_id=42587

LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 22, 2006
www.naehcy.org

VA Association of Federal Education Program 
Administrators

October 25-27, 2006        Roanoke, VA

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

November 11-14, 2006               Little Rock, AR
www.naehcy.org

Each year, April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. Virginia’s Blue 
Ribbon Campaign to Prevent Child 
Abuse and Neglect continues through-
out the year.  The Blue Ribbon Cam-
paign began in the spring of 1989 when a 
grandmother established the program in 
memory of her three year old grandson 
who died at the hands of his mother’s 
boyfriend. Since the introduction of the 
campaign, the blue ribbon has symbol-
ized the prevention of child abuse and 
neglect. The intention of the blue rib-
bon symbol is to remind people that it is 
everyone’s responsibility to prevent the 
abuse and neglect of children.

cluded keynote addresses by Nan Roman, president of the 
National Alliance to End Homelessness, and Bart Harvey, 
chairman and CEO of Enterprise Community Partners Inc. 
Concurrent presentations covered such topics as creating 
housing opportunities, and community collaboration, pre-
venting homelessness, and program evaluation strategies. 
The day’s discussions and planning will be incorporated 
into Fairfax’s ten year plan to end homelessness.

 The Point-in-Time Survey and more detailed informa-
tion can be found online at:
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/homeless/2006_survey.pdf. 

Fairfax-Falls Church, continued

Get your 
FREE BOOKS!

www.Wilbooks.com
accepts requests through the school year

The summer deadline for orders is 
July 15.

Smart Beginnings, continued

families, VICCC children are already progressing into 
Head Start. The coalition works in full collaboration 
with parents to prepare children for kindergarten, and 
for life. 

 To unveil Smart Beginnings and raise awareness, 
organizations that serve or support children under age 6 can 
plan local events during the Blitz between Mother’s Day, 
May 14 and Father’s Day, June 18. Governor Tim Kaine 
will kick off the Blitz on May 12. 
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After reading, please distri
bute 

among your colleagues. Pass it
 on!

DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, 
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals, 
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or 
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
·  In these conditions and is a migratory 

child or youth. 
*To determine homelessness, consider 
the permanence and adequacy of the liv-
ing situation.

WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?
Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 
list, have questions related to the education 
of homeless children and youth, or would like 
additional information, brochures, posters, or 
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 
 (877) 455-3412 
Phone:  (757) 221-4002 
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-Mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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Resources provided 
by speakers who 

presented at the Feb-
ruary 2006 seminar 

are available now on 
the HOPE website.


