
It has been more than a year since our last newsletter was 

published. We are pleased to have filled staff positions and to 

start catching up on the “extras” that we pride our office on 

providing for Virginia. Two events to put on your calendars 

are an Older Youth Summit at William and Mary on June 24-

25, 2013 (details on page 11) and a statewide homeless edu-

cation conference in Roanoke, VA in December 2013 (exact 

dates TBA). 

Next, I will offer a staffing update. Our office manager, Sandra 

Gerringer moved back to the Midwest to be closer to her fami-

ly in April 2012. With new hiring procedures at The College, I was unable to fill her position 

until November 2012; however, it was worth the wait. Kathryn Wallace, who had worked part-

time at The College’s School of Law, has been a great addition and has shown her commit-

ment to learning about our program and keeping us organized! Our graduate assistants, Kate 

Chelak, Kriston Proffitt, and Xing Zhang completed their Masters degrees in May 2012 and 

have been “out in the real world” since. That left Auggy Kang, our doctoral graduate assis-

tant, to help me “hold down the fort” last summer and fall. Auggy has now completed his 

coursework and has begun his dissertation. He will be leaving our office in August to return to 

Maryland where he will teach sixth grade science while completing the dissertation process. I 

wish to offer my sincere thanks for his dedication to our work, including learning how to host 

conferences and seminars while taking his comprehensive exams – no small feat! We wish 

him great success as he completes the next phase of his professional journey. Dr. Xianxuan 

Xu has graciously agreed to assist several hours per week on special projects. We will have 

two new graduate assistants during the 2013-14 school year. Linda Innemee is an ED.S. 

student in school psychology who will begin working with us over the summer while Auggy 

can share his expertise. A second GA, Yi Hua, will arrive from China in late August.  

Much of my time this March and April was spent traversing the commonwealth, monitoring 

school division’s homeless education programs. More and more divisions have developed 

comprehensive systems to enhance their ability to meet the needs of students experiencing 

homelessness. The commitment and willingness to go beyond simple compliance and wel-

come and support these students made the many miles driving much easier! On Mother’s 

Day William and Mary celebrated graduation. Last week, our 38 elementary student teachers 

shared their portfolios as a culminating event. I heard much that supported their strong teach-

ing skills; just as importantly I heard much passion and desire for equity in education and 

their willingness to make sure all their students are successful. My time this spring with our 

current and future educators fuels my hope for that we will continue to see students who are 

homeless making gains and reaching new heights. 

As always, thank you for all your efforts to provide a safe, stable environment for our young 

people. Please let us know how we can better support you and the children you serve. 
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     Project Hope-Virginia is 
Virginia’s Program for the 
Education of Homeless Children 
and Youth.  The College of 
William and Mary administers 
the program for the Virginia 
Department of Education. 
Funding is authorized under the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Education Act, Title X, Part C of 
the No Child Left Behind Act 
(P.L. 107-110). 

     The purpose of Project 
HOPE-Virginia is to ensure the 
enrollment, attendance, and 
success of homeless children 
and youth in school. The Project 
HOPE-Virginia Newsletter is an 
effort to increase awareness 
and identify resources regarding 
the issues of homeless 
education.  For a listing of the 
other resources available from 
Project HOPE-Virginia, see 
pages 9 and 10. 
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The individual state pages continue to provide contact information for the state’s homeless education coordinator and the 

following features: 

 Longitudinal data and charts on enrollment, primary nighttime residence and academic performance of homeless 

children and youth collected in each individual state’s Consolidated State Performance Report (CSPR). The data 

reflected on these pages are the certified data from the CSPR reports available on the U.S. Department of Education 

Web site. 

 PDF file excerpts by school year of Section 1.9 (Education of Homeless Children and Youth) of the CSPR are 

available for download. Please note that the pdfs for SY2011-12 are not yet available from US ED, but will be 

excerpted and uploaded to the state pages once they are posted on the US ED website. 

 McKinney-Vento funding allocations spreadsheet and a link to the President's Budget State Tables for the U.S. 

Department of Education. 

 Links to more individual state information and resources such as the state EHCY website. 

A national  page also has been added. The same longitudinal information on the national level can be found on this page 

with links to download the most recent three-year data summary and guide to the federal data collection. 

Visit at: http://center.serve.org/nche/states/state_resources.php. 

NCHE Redesigned State Web Pages 
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Since our last update in 2011, there have been a number of legislative changes involving homeless children and youth!  

The CAPTA Reauthorization Act of 2010 amended the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA) and within 

that, the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act. The following are several highlights of the Act.  A new provision 

requires  that court-appointed representatives to children in child protective services (CPS) have “training appropriate to 

the role” although this is not specifically defined. Additionally, a new state grant eligibility requirement mandates that 

healthcare providers to CPS develop “plans for safe care” of the child; referrals to the “plan for safe care” may now in-

clude newborns with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD). In regards to reunification requirements, two new provi-

sions in the Act state that reunification of the child and parents is not required for parents who have committed child sex 

offenses. The reauthorized act also include a provision requiring states to “track reports of child abuse and neglect from 

intake through final disposition” by means of an electronic tracking system. 

 

CAPTA is among many social services under the threat of the reduction in funding. The National Association for the 

Education of Homeless Children and Youth has developed a sample letter and fact sheet. http://www.naehcy.org/

legislation-and-policy/legislative-updates/cont-res-fy2013  

 

The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 requires schools to inform families of the availability and location of summer 

food programs. This means that McKinney-Vento Liaisons should inform homeless youth and families of summer food 

programs. This act also states that children in foster care are now automatically eligible for free school meals (children  

experiencing homelessness are automatically eligible already). 

 

The reauthorization of the McKinney-Vento Act’s Education for Homeless Children and Youth program was re-

introduced this past April to the U.S. Senate with amendments that seek to strengthen existing policy, as well as addi-

tions seeking to provide more access to child care for homeless families. The Educational Success for Children and 

Youth Without Homes Act of 2013 includes provisions such as strengthening the placement of homeless students in 

schools of origin, increasing funding for transportation, and improving access to educational opportunities outside 

school hours. The Improving Access to Child Care for Homeless Families Act of 2013 provides child care supports for 

families who are homeless. More information on these bills can be found on the NAEHCY website at http://

www.naehcy.org/legislation-and-policy/legislative-updates/esea-reauthorization. 

Legislative Updates Affecting Homeless Children and Youth 
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National Runaway Switchboard. (2010). Why they run: An 
in-depth look at America’s runaway youth. Available 
online: 
http://www.1800runaway.org/assets/1/7/Why_They_R
un_NRS_approved.pdf  

This report offers an overview of existing research efforts 
on runaway youth. The research team analyzed the 
trends in data compiled by the National Runaway 
Switchboard which handles more than 100,000 calls 
with runaway and at-risk youth, family members and 
other individuals with questions or concerns about a 
youth. The researchers also conducted one-on-one 
interviews with selected runaway youth who were 
residing in shelters or living on the street to examine 
what are the real and perceived issues related to 
reaching out for help. 

 
U.S. Government Accountability Office. (2010). Many 

challenges arise in educating students who change 
schools frequently. Available online at http://
www.gao.gov/assets/320/312480.pdf  

Educational achievement of students can be affected 
negatively by their high mobility. This study reports the 
numbers and characteristics of students who change 
schools often, and the reasons that lead to their high 
mobility. It also summarizes what research says about 
the impact of the student mobility on academic 
achievement and other outcomes. Furthermore, this 
report describes the challenges encountered by 
schools serving a large percentage of highly mobile 
students and federal programs available to address 
these challenges.  

 
Institute for Children, Poverty, and Homelessness. (2013). 

The American Almanac of Family Homelessness. 
Available online: 
http://www.icphusa.org/filelibrary/ICPH_Almanac_url%
20watermark_ALL.pdf . 

The Almanac is a source of data, policy analysis, and 
model programs from national, state, and local levels. 
The first section presents 21 issue-specific articles 
that share challenges faced by homeless families and 
strategies to help these families. Section two reviews 
the work of individual states and the District of 
Columbia in their efforts to help families that are 
homeless. The final section shares model programs at 
the national, state, and local levels, specifically 
addressing the early childhood development and after-
school needs of families that are homeless. The 
Almanac ‘s purpose is to increase understanding of 
the challenges of homelessness and awareness of 
solutions and strategies to help these families. 

 
 
 

Wright, V. R., Thampi, K., & Briggs, J. (2010). Who are 
America’s poor children? Examining food insecurity 
among children in the United States. National Center 
for Children in Poverty. Available online: 
http://www.nccp.org/publications/pdf/text_958.pdf . 

This report focuses on an important, but somewhat 
overlooked, dimension of impoverishment—food 
insecurity. This report examined what is known about 
food insecurity among children in the United States 
today, why the social problem warrants our attention, 
and policy solutions that might help families minimize 
the degree to which they and their children 
experience this material hardship. 

 
Hardy, B. G. (2010). Educating homeless children and 

youth: Conducting needs assessments and 
evaluating services: A guide for SEAs, LEAs, and 
local schools. National Center for Homeless 
Education. Available online: 
http://center.serve.org/nche/arch/new_res_apr-
jun_2010.php. 

This NCHE publication provides a three-tiered (state 
level, school district level, and school level) approach 
to conducting comprehensive needs assessments 
and program evaluations to build effective homeless 
education programs. It includes a comprehensive set 
of tools that will be useful in collecting state level 
data and LEA data needed to inform program 
decisions at the local level. Part I addresses the 
challenge of conducting a comprehensive needs 
assessment, with suggestions for each of the three 
tiers. Part II addresses the process and tools needed 
to implement a comprehensive program evaluation. 

 
Cunningham, M., Harwood, R., & Hall, S. (2010). 

Residential instability and the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Children and Education Program: What 
we know, plus gaps in research. Urban Institute. 
Available online: http://www.urban.org/
UploadedPDF/412115-mckinney-vento-program.pdf. 

This report by Metropolitan Housing and Communities 
Center at Urban Institute provides a review of 
literature on how residential instability affects 
academic outcomes among children. It summarizes 
the services offered through the McKinney-Vento 
Education for Homeless Children and Youth 
Program. 

 
Virginia Commonwealth University & Partnership for 

People with Disabilities. (2013). Virginia Early 
Intervention Professional Development Center. 
Available online: http://eipd.vcu.edu/index.html . 

An online resource with strategies, lessons, and trainings 
regarding infants and toddlers and early childhood 
development. 

Resources 
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The U.S. Department of Justice defines domestic 
violence as “a pattern of abusive behavior in any 
relationship that is used by one partner to gain or 
maintain power and control over another intimate 
partner.” Domestic violence can range from physical to 
emotional and can include behaviors that “intimidate, 
manipulate, humiliate, isolate, frighten, terrorize, coerce, 
threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound someone.”

1 

 

The Institute for Children and Poverty (ICP) has reported 
that homeless families experience disproportionately 
higher rates of domestic violence than their residentially-
stable peers. ICP describes the relationship between 
poverty and domestic violence as bi-directional. Those 
in poverty are more likely to experience domestic 
violence, which in turn makes it more difficult for them to 
climb out of their abusive and impoverished 
environment. Children who experience poverty are 75% 
more likely to witness domestic violence between their 
parents and the effects of experiencing or observing 
domestic violence have further been shown to increase 
internalizing and externalizing behavior problems 
amongst homeless children.

2
 Children of homeless 

families are also more likely to experience more 
aggressive parent-child relationships predisposing them 
to more aggressive behaviors.

3 

 

In 2007, Virginia domestic violence service providers 
interviewed 2,994 children or parents about children’s 
experience of domestic violence. They found that 
domestic violence had a considerable impact on the 
children: 53% of the children had directly witnessed 
violence within their family, 21% had been emotionally 
abused or neglected, 14% had been physically abused, 
8% had been physically neglected, and 6% had been 
sexually abused.

4 

 

Children who witness or experience domestic violence 
may experience anxiety, guilt, grief, irritability, shame, 
aggressiveness or passiveness, and depression.

5
 

Furthermore, their ability to identify, express, and 
regulate these internal experiences and feelings was 
often underdeveloped.

6 

The trauma experienced by homeless children is 
complex, involving various at-risk factors, such as family 
violence, health problems, poverty, repeated events of 
unemployment and transience in the family, and 
disruptive family structure. Children who have been 
exposed to multiple traumatic experiences are likely to 
have an array of neurophysiologic, socio-emotional, 
somatic and behavioral problems, ranging from learning 
disabilities to aggression against self and others. These 

experiences compromise students’ concentration, 
memory, decision-making, and organizational and 
language abilities, all needed to perform well in school.

7 

  

What schools and educators can do?
8 

For students experiencing domestic violence and 

homelessness, the school may be the only stable place in 

their lives. Therefore, teachers are important sources of 

emotional support for students who experience trauma. 

Teachers can make an enormous contribution to the well-

being of students in times of suffering. When approaching 

these children, two key elements need to be addressed. 

One is an in-depth understanding of how trauma manifests 

itself in learners, and the other one is how to care about 

learners as whole persons with physical and cognitive, as 

well as emotional needs. Teachers who offer structure, 

consistency, frequent experiences of mastery and 

achievement, high expectations, and opportunities for 

responsibility can have a critical influence on homeless 

students. The following are some suggestions for schools 

and teachers to ensure safety and success of homeless 

children and youth who experience domestic violence:
  

  

Emphasize the structure, routine, and safety of the 

classroom environment; enhance predictability by 

establishing routines, and communicating the schedule 

of lessons and timing of activities. 

 Include components in the curriculum to build cognitive 

skills; foster creativity, self-expression, and problem-

solving; build self-esteem; and develop socially and 

emotionally. 

 Provide successful learning experiences. Break tasks 

into parts and provide encouragement and 

reinforcement throughout the day. Focus on students’ 

“islands of competence” and provide opportunities for 

them to experience success in these areas. 

 Build caring nonacademic relationships with children. 

Encourage them to use words to express and process 

their feelings and listen non-judgmentally to them. 

 Provide students with choices whenever possible, to 

facilitate empowerment and overcome a sense of 

helplessness or hopelessness. 

 

What Virginia is Doing 

The Virginia Department of Education’s Office of Student 

Services is now part of the Domestic Violence Prevention  

 

Serving Our Most Vulnerable Students:  

The Children and Youth with Experience of Domestic Violence and Homelessness 
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 Center on Adolescent Health and the Law (http://www.cahl.org/) 

 Family Violence Prevention Fund (http://www.endabuse.org/) 

 National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (http://www.naehcy.org) 

 National Center for Homeless Education (http://www.serve.org/nche) 

 National Center for Children Exposed to Violence (http://www.nccev.org/) 

 National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (http://www.ncadv.org) 

 National Domestic Violence Hotline (http://www.ndvh.org) 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or TTY 1-800-787-3224 

 National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty (http://www.nlchp.org) 

 National Network to End Domestic Violence (http://www.nnedv.org) 

 Office on Violence Against Women, United States Department of Justice (http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/) 

 Child Welfare Information Gateway (http://www.childwelfare.gov/) 

 Child Witness to Violence Project (http://www.childwitnesstoviolence.org/) 

 National Online Resource Center on Violence Against Women (http://www.vawnet.org/ ) 

 Center for Children and Families in the Justice System. (2002). Children Exposed to Domestic Violence: A Teacher’s 
Handbook to Increase Understanding and Improve Community Responses. Available at 
http://www.lfcc.on.ca/teacher-us.PDF. 

 National Center on Family Homelessness & Center for Social Innovation (www.thinkt3.com) 

Resources for Serving Children and Youth   

with Experience of Domestic Violence and Homelessness 
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and Response Advisory Board, which has a subcommittee 

designated to improving services to children and youth. 

The subcommittee was developed to help improve services 

to children who have witnessed, experienced or been ex-

posed to domestic violence.  This subcommittee will identi-

fy program models and gaps in Virginia services for chil-

dren in these situations and will 

then improve these services for 

children and their families by 

providing training for services 

providers and professionals.   

The Improving Services to Chil-

dren and Youth Subcommittee 

will also help increase public 

awareness of these issues and 

services.  

References 
1 
United States Department of Justice. (2013). Domestic Violence. 

Retrieved from http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/domviolence.htm 
2 
Institute for Children and Poverty. (2000, Winter). Exposure to 

intimate partners violence among poor children experiencing 

homelessness or residential instability. New York: Author. Re-

trieved online: http://www.ncdsv.org/images/

ICP_ExposureToIntimatePartnerViolenceAmongPoorChildrenExp

eriencingHomeslessness_Winter2010.pdf 
3 
Anooshian, L. J. (2005). Violence and aggression in the lives of 

homeless children: A review. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 

10(2), 129-152. Retrieved online: 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178904000

151. 
4 
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. (2007). 

Domestic violence services in Virginia. Richmond, VA: Author. 
Retrieved March 31, 2010, from 
http://www.vsdvalliance.org/secPublications/2007%20DV%20Serv
ices--Adult%20and%20Children.pdf. 
5 
Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. (n.d.). 

Children who witness domestic violence. Richmond, VA: Author. 
Retrieved March 31, 2010, from 
http://www.vsdvalliance.org/Resources/childwitnesses.html. 
6 
Massachusetts Advocates for Children. (2005). Helping trauma-

tized children learn: Supportive school environments for children 
traumatized by family violence.  Retrieved June 5, 2009 from, 
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/indianed/TeachTraumatizedKids.pdf.  
7 Massachusetts Advocates for Children. (2005). Ibid. 
8 Sitler, H. C. (2009). Teaching with awareness: The hidden ef-

fects of trauma on learning. Clearing House, 83(3), 119-124.  

Serving Our Most Vulnerable Students (continued) 

http://www.cahl.org/
http://www.endabuse.org/
http://www.naehcy.org
http://www.serve.org/nche
http://www.nccev.org/
http://www.ncadv.org
http://www.ndvh.org
http://www.nlchp.org
http://www.nnedv.org
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.childwelfare.gov/
http://www.vawnet.org/
http://www.lfcc.on.ca/teacher-us.PDF
http://www.thinkt3.com
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/domviolence.htm
http://www.ncdsv.org/images/ICP_ExposureToIntimatePartnerViolenceAmongPoorChildrenExperiencingHomeslessness_Winter2010.pdf
http://www.ncdsv.org/images/ICP_ExposureToIntimatePartnerViolenceAmongPoorChildrenExperiencingHomeslessness_Winter2010.pdf
http://www.ncdsv.org/images/ICP_ExposureToIntimatePartnerViolenceAmongPoorChildrenExperiencingHomeslessness_Winter2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178904000151
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1359178904000151
http://www.vsdvalliance.org/secPublications/2007%20DV%20Services--Adult%20and%20Children.pdf
http://www.vsdvalliance.org/secPublications/2007%20DV%20Services--Adult%20and%20Children.pdf
http://www.vsdvalliance.org/Resources/childwitnesses.html
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/indianed/TeachTraumatizedKids.pdf


Children and youth experiencing homelessness confront 

many obstacles to educational success. They lack of basic 

survival needs such as shelter, food, and physical safety,  

and this is combined with the emotional stress of trying to 

meet those needs. Children in out-of-home care face 

many of the same challenges to their educational success. 

As a result, the educational requirements in the Fostering 

Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 

2008 (Fostering Connections) closely resemble those 

found in the Education of Homeless Children and Youth 

(EHCY) Program in the McKinney-Vento Act.*  

 

Children and youth in foster care placements should be 

served following the requirements of the Fostering 

Connections Act. The list below outlines which situations 

meet the definition of foster care: 

Court commitments (e.g., abuse, neglect); 

Voluntary entrustment agreements when the parents 

request the Local Department of Social Services 

(LDSS) to assume custody of the children 

temporarily or permanently; or  

Voluntary noncustodial agreements with the parents to 

place the children in foster care where the parents 

retain legal custody and LDSS assumes 

placement and care.  

Most children in out-of-home care are not McKinney-Vento 

eligible. The U.S. Department of Education 2004 

Guidance for McKinney-Vento states that, “Children who 

are already in foster care … are not considered 

homeless.” However, there may be some situations in 

which McKinney-Vento would apply to children in out-of-

home-care. Children and youth who run away from a 

foster care placement would  still be the responsibility of 

the foster care system, but as runaways, also meet the 

definition of an unaccompanied homeless youth. LDSS 

and homeless liaisons are encouraged to work together to 

determine how to best meet the needs of such students. 

 

Children placed in informal kinship arrangements, where 

the LDSS has not taken responsibility for the care of the 

child, may be considered unaccompanied homeless youth, 

especially if the move results from economic hardship or 

serious safety issues. In such instances, following 

McKinney-Vento would be appropriate. Since multiple 

years of informal kinship care in the same setting would 

not meet the homeless definition if the setting is “fixed, 

regular, and adequate,” workers are encouraged to find a 

formal resolution when informal placements are made. 

The Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) and the 

Virginia Department of Social Services (VDSS) have 

worked together for nearly three years to create 

procedures to assist local school divisions and local 

DSS (LDSS) offices in implementing Fostering 

Connections. Trainings, Webinars, sample forms, and 

joint guidance have been developed. The guidance 

document can be found at: http://www.doe.virginia.gov/

support/student_family/foster_care_students/

fostering_connections_guidance.pdf. Both Departments 

are continuing their collaboration and will be providing 

additional trainings and support. Questions and/or 

suggestions for further support can be shared with 

Patricia Popp at pxpopp@wm.edu.  

 

*Children in foster care have the right to immediate 

enrollment once basic information is provided (see the 

“yellow sheet”) and the option to remain in their current 

school, based on a best interest determination, when 

their residence changes. In Virginia, LDSS is 

responsible for providing transportation to the current 

school unless the student has special transportation 

included in his/her Individualized Education Program 

(IEP). 

 

Resources 

National Center of Homeless Education:  
http://center.serve.org/nche/index.php 
 
Legal Center for Foster Care and Education:  
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/child_law/
projects_initiatives/education.html 
 
National Association for the Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth: http://www.naehcy.org/ 

 

National Resource Center for Permanency and Family 

Connections: 

http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/socwork/nrcfcpp/info_servi

ces/fostering-connections.html 

 

National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty: 

http://www.nlchp.org 

 

Child Welfare Information Gateway: 

http://www.childwelfare.gov/ 

McKinney-Vento Act and Fostering Connection Work Together  

Supporting Educational Success of Children and Youth in Out-of-Home Care 
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Each year, there are about 1.6 million youth experiencing homelessness on their own.  Against all the odds, they 
have aspirations of higher education. However, the requirements to get financial aid from FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) can be daunting for homeless youth who could not provide parental financial 
information or signature. The College Cost Reduction and Access Act (CCRAA) now specifies that 
unaccompanied homeless youth can be qualified as “independent students,” thereby making the financial support 
more accessible to them.  For more information please refer to NAEHCY’s higher education resources at  http://
www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/higher-ed. 

Resources on NAEHCY website: http://www.naehcy.org/  
 

U.S. Department of Education’s “Application and Verification Guide”: This document gives a brief summary of the 
new information regarding unaccompanied homeless youth in the 2010-2011 edition of the AVG : http://
ifap.ed.gov/fsahandbook/1011FSAHandbookAVG.html 

FAFSA tips for unaccompanied homeless youth: A step-by-step guide for students to fill out questions on the FAFSA 
regarding their status as unaccompanied homeless youth. 

Helping Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Access College Financial Aid: An overview on the issue of accessibility of 
postsecondary education to homeless youth and related policies. 

Income Tax and The FAFSA for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth: A Q&A that clarifies relationship between the 
filing of tax returns and a youth’s completion of the FAFSA. 

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Verification for the Purposes of Federal Financial Aid: A template for verifying a 
student’s status as an unaccompanied homeless youth for the purpose of FAFSA. 

LeTendre Education Fund Scholarship: A scholarship to assist students who are homeless or have experienced 
homelessness and will be pursuing higher education. (http://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/
scholarship-application ) (Deadline June 14, 2013) 

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth and Their Access to Higher Education 

Resources on NCHE Web site: http://www.serve.org/nche 
 
Increasing Access to Higher Education for Unaccompanied Youth: Information for Colleges and Universities. 

Many unaccompanied homeless youth (UHY) hope to attend college, but wonder how they will pay tuition without help 

from their parents. Who will sign important paperwork on their behalf? How they will juggle long work hours and 

schoolwork? Where they will stay when the dormitories close during holiday and summer breaks? 

Federal laws provide additional support for this vulnerable population.  To increase the awareness of post-secondary 

educators and education administrators of the issue of  UHY this particular brief provides: 

 A better understanding of UHY and the educational and other challenges they face; 

 A summary of federal education legislation including the McKinney-Vento Act and the College Cost Reduction and 

Access Act, that gives UHY access to important educational supports; 

 Samples of promising practices implemented by high schools, colleges, and universities to assist UHY in succeeding 

in college. 

Additional resources on the NCHE Web site: 

ACT and SAT Fee Waiver Eligibility Requirements and Procedures 

This brochure describes the procedures that economically disadvantaged high school juniors or seniors should follow to 

receive a fee waiver to take the college entrance exams. 

Federal TRIO Programs 

TRIO programs are educational opportunity outreach programs designed to motivate and support students from 

disadvantaged backgrounds.  TRIO includes six outreach and support programs targeted to serve and assist low-income 

first-generation college students and students with disabilities to progress through the academic pipeline from middle 

school to post baccalaureate programs. 

http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/higher-ed
http://www.naehcy.org/educational-resources/higher-ed
http://www.naehcy.org/
http://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/scholarship-application
http://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/scholarship-application
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Vincenza Jones was only five when she started living in Haven House, an 

emergency shelter of ForKids Inc. for the homeless. Vincenza’s father left her 

and her mother, Susan, because of Susan’s mental illness. Susan was struggling 

with bi-polar disorder and crippling depression when she attempted to commit 

suicide in the Chesapeake Bay one cold January afternoon. After Susan was 

rescued, Vincenza lived in Haven House with her mother.  

Vincenza spent six years living in Haven House before leaving. She slipped in 

and out of homelessness and finally went in to the foster care system. She 

experienced extraordinary difficulties during the time she left the shelter but still 

held on to her big dream to go to college. She successfully graduated from high 

school in 2006 and was one of 100 students from across the country to be 

awarded the Horatio Alger national scholarship, which assists high school 

students who have overcome great obstacles in their young lives.  

After high school, Vincenza was matriculated by Old Dominion University studying International Studies. She 

graduated on May 8
th
, 2010 with a Bachelor’s degree. Together with her impressive academic success, her 

mother Susan has been stable for 6 years in Section 8 housing. She has a full-time job as a librarian and was 

just promoted to supervisor. 

Vincenza has opened a bright and prosperous future for her and her mother. She set off on a new journey of 

her life. Her story encourages many children and youth in homelessness to overcome incredible obstacles 

and difficulties to achieve their dreams. 

From Haven House to ODU 

LeTendre Scholarship Announcement 
Deadline: June 14, 2013 

 

The National Association for the Education of Homeless Children 

and Youth provides scholarship assistance to students through the 

LeTendre Education Fund, established in 1998 in memory of Andre 

E. LeTendre, husband of Mary Jean LeTendre, former Director of 

Compensatory Education for the U.S. Department of Education. The 

scholarship funds are available to students who are homeless or who 

have been homeless during their school attendance, and who have 

demonstrated average or higher than average achievement.  

Students who have not reached their 21st birthday by September 1, 

2013 and who have completed no more than one year of college are 

eligible to apply. Applicants may be high school seniors, students 

enrolled in a GED or other alternative education program, or recent 

graduates/GED recipients. The scholarship may be used to help 

defray the costs of college tuition, fees, books, prep courses, or other 

educational expenses. The Scholarships will be awarded at the 

National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and 

Youth conference in Atlanta, Georgia in November 2013.  Application 

forms may be downloaded form the NAEHCY Web site at 

http://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/about-the-fund.  

http://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/about-the-fund
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Project HOPE- Virginia Staff 

State Coordinator  Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 

Faculty Liaison   James H. Stronge, Ph.D. 

Office Manager   Kathy Wallace 

Graduate Assistant  Augustine Kang, M.Ed. 

Research  Associate  Xianxuan Xu, Ph.D. 

 
Register at http://hopeyouthsummit2013.eventbrite.com/#  

 
Join us at our upcoming Older Youth Summit which will provide opportunities to review current law and poli-
cies, as well as share strategies and interventions to support older youth experiencing homeless-
ness. Attendees will have the opportunity to hear from youth, who with the support of state and local ser-
vices, found academic success while homeless. Sessions offered will include the following topics: 

     National/Virginia snapshot – setting the context 

     EHCY Definitions and eligibility 

     School access preK-12 

     Higher education supports and parental rights 

     Healthcare & Food Stability  

     Immigration 

     Housing  
Day two will offer attendees the opportunity to participate in work groups to help open communication be-

tween various support staff and develop strategies to take back to the work place.  

Older Youth Summit 
June 24-25, 2013 

The College of William and Mary 
School of Education 

 
Visions to Practice Institute 

Crossroads: Redefining the Educational 
Experience 

July 9-11, 2013 
Williamsburg Hotel and Conference Center 

Williamsburg, VA 
 

2013 National Conference  
on Ending Homelessness  

July 22-24, 2013 
Renaissance, Washington, DC 

 

Creating Connections to Shining Stars: 
Virginia’s Collaborative Early Childhood Birth 

through Five Conference 
July 22-24, 2013 

Virginia Beach, VA 
 

National Association for the Education of Home-
less Children and Youth (NAEHCY) 25th Annual 

Conference 
Dream, Believe, Achieve: 

Turning Transition to Triumph 
November 2-5, 2013 

Atlanta, GA 
 

Statewide Homeless Education Conference 
December, 2013 (Exact dates TBA) 

Roanoke, VA 

Upcoming Events 

Project HOPE-VA Youth Summit: Supporting Older Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

Monday, June 24, 2013 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM & Tuesday, June 25, 2013 8:00 AM - 2:30 PM 

http://hopeyouthsummit2013.eventbrite.com/#


Project HOPE-Virginia 
The College of William and Mary 

School of Education 

P.O. Box 8795 

Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795 
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Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, lives: 

 In emergency or transitional shelters; 

 In motels, hotels, trailer parks, campgrounds, abandoned 

in hospitals, awaiting foster care placement; 

 In cars, parks, public places, bus or train stations, 

abandoned buildings; 

 Doubled up with relatives or friends; 

 In these conditions and is a child or youth not in the 

physical custody of an adult (unaccompanied youth*); 

 In these conditions and is a migratory child or youth.  

To determine homelessness, consider the permanence and 

adequacy of the living situation. 

 

* Unaccompanied youth - a youth without fixed, regular, and 

adequate housing who are not in the physical custody of a 

parent or guardian. This would include runaways living in 

homeless situations and those denied housing by their 

families (sometimes referred to as throwaway children and 

youth). 

DEFINITION OF HOMELESSNESS WHERE CAN I GO 

FOR ASSISTANCE AND RESOURCES? 

Project HOPE-Virginia 

 

If you would like to be added to our 

mailing list, have questions related to the 

education of homeless children and 

youth, or would like additional 

information, brochures, posters, or 

resource materials, please contact: 

    Toll free (in VA): (877) 455-3412  

    Phone:   (757) 221-4002  

    Fax:        (757) 221-5300 

        E-mail:    homlss@wm.edu 

        Web site: www.wm.edu/hope 

See Older Youth 

Summit registration 

info on page 11! 


