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As	we	prepare	this	issue	of	our	newsletter,	the	halls	of	the	School	of	Education	
are	relatively	quiet.	Exams	have	been	completed	and	final	papers	submitted.	Pro-
fessors	are	sequestered	away	reading	student	work	and	trying	to	meet	timelines	
for	grades.	Despite	the	“work	crunch,”	there	have	been	a	number	of	opportuni-
ties	to	celebrate.	Our	student	teachers	were	recognized	as	“new	teachers,”	awards	
were	presented	to	students	and	faculty	for	their	excellence	and	dedication,	and	we	
actually	broke	ground	for	the	new	School	of	Education	building	that	will	become	
our	home	in	2010.	High	school	and	college	graduations	will	be	on	many	calen-
dars	during	the	next	month.	The	end	of	a	school	year	presents	us	with	another	
opportunity	to	reflect	on	our	work	serving	children	and	youth	and	their	families	
who	experience	homelessness.	Did	our	efforts	open	a	door,	giving	a	child	access	
to	needed	education	and	support?	Did	our	efforts	help	a	child	attend	school	con-
sistently?	Did	our	efforts	provide	students	with	the	skills	they	need	to	succeed	in	
the	future?	I	know	there	are	many	places	across	Virginia	where	the	answer	to	these	
questions	is,	“Yes!”	Please	consider	sharing	your	successes	with	us,	as	Alleghany	
County	has	in	this	issue’s	“In	Your	Neighborhood”	section.

The	end	of	an	academic	year	also	means	staff	changes	in	our	office.	I	would	
like	to	extend	a	warm	thanks	to	The	College’s	Thomas	Jefferson	Program	in	Public	
Policy	whose	intern	program	placed	two	students	in	our	office	this	year	–	Alex	
Miller	and	Stefanie	Whorton.	Congratulations	to	Alex	who	graduates	this	spring!	
Stefanie’s	review	of	case	law,	included	in	this	issue,	provides	interesting	histori-
cal	and	legal	background	for	our	work.	More	thanks	must	go	to	our	Education	
graduate	assistants,	Erin	Ramsey	and	Xianxuan	Xu.	Erin	will	be	completing	her	
school	psychology	 internship	 in	Fairfax	this	coming	academic	year,	while	Xian	
will	continue	in	our	office	as	she	pursues	her	doctoral	degree.

I	must	extend	very	 special	 thanks	and	recognition	 to	 Jodi	Mincemoyer,	 the	
person	who	has	been	editing,	formatting,	and	printing	this	newsletter	and	all	our	
HOPE	publications	 for	 the	 last	five	years.	Most	 likely,	 Jodi	 is	 the	person	with	
whom	you	have	spoken	when	you	call	the	office,	and	the	person	who	keeps	all	
the	comings	and	goings	of	staff	in	order.	It	is	certainly	with	mixed	emotions	that	
I	announce	Jodi’s	departure	from	Project	HOPE-VA	this	summer.	Jodi	is	pursu-
ing	her	master’s	degree	in	social	work	at	Virginia	Commonwealth	University.	Her	
dedication	to	children	and	families	experiencing	homelessness	and	her	vast	skills	
will	be	truly	missed.	I	am	sure	you	join	me	in	wishing	her	much	success	and	joy	
as	she	explores	a	new	path	–	one	that	I	am	certain	will	still	help	our	families!

To	close,	I	wish	you	a	rejuvenating	summer.	Thank	you	for	taking	the	time	to	
read	our	newsletter	and	thank	you	for	all	the	work	you	do	to	support	children	and	
youth	in	homeless	situations.

	 Patricia	A.	Popp,	Ph.D.,
	 Virginia	State	Coordinator

From the Desk of the State Coordinator Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s Program 
for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth.  The College of William and Mary 
administers the program for the Virginia 
Department of  Education.  Funding is authorized 
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Act, Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (P.L. 107-110).

 The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia is to 
ensure the enrollment, attendance, and success 
of homeless children and youth in school. The 
Project HOPE-Virginia Newsletter is an effort 
to increase awareness and identify resources 
regarding the issues of homeless education. For 
a listing of the other resources available from 
Project HOPE-Virginia, see pages 5 and 6.
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McKinney-Vento in the Courts: Case Law Review

Summarized by Stefanie Whorton
Contributions by Patricia Julianelle, JD, Counsel, NAEHCYBackground

Residency	requirements	have	been	a	source	of	great	con-
tention	 for	 homeless	 and	 unaccompanied	 youth.	 Since	 the	
early	1980’s,	case	law	has	influenced	residency	requirements	
for	youth.	The	Stewart	B.	McKinney	Homeless	Assistance	Act	
of	1987	was	passed,	with	Subtitle	VII-B	requiring	states	to	re-
move	educational	barriers	experienced	by	homeless	children	
and	youth	due	to	residency	and	other	barriers.	The	question	
of	residency	has	revolved	around	where	the	child	is	currently	
living,	while	educators	and	advocates	have	stressed	the	issue	
of	stability	for	educational	continuity.	

The	 legal	 issue	 of	 residency	 requirements	 for	 homeless	
youth	came	to	a	tipping	point	in	the	late	1980’s	when	New	
York	ruled	that	residency	for	a	homeless	child	was	the	school	
district	they	originally	attended.	The	decision	of	Orozco v. So-
bol	 in	1989	overruled	 this	by	declaring	“that	 residency	was	
determined	by	where	the	child	was	currently	sheltered.”	Later	
that	 same	 year	 New	 York	 allowed	 the	 parents	 of	 homeless	
youth	to	decide	where	to	attend	school.

There	are	several	major	cases	that	affect	residency	issues	for	
homeless	children.	A	synopsis	of	each	case	follows	with	results	
both	for	the	interested	parties	and	for	residency	requirements	
for	homeless	children	and	youth	as	a	whole.	

Case Law

Richards v. Board of Education of Union Free School Dis-
trict, Number 4. No. 11490. New York Department of Edu-
cation (1985).

Background:	 Petitioner	 was	 a	 resident	 of	 the	 defendant	
school	district.	The	family	had	moved	to	obtain	emergency	
shelter	and	did	not	have	typical	documents	as	proof	of	resi-
dency.	

Result:	 For	 political	 reasons,	 Commissioner	 realized	 he	
needed	 to	 make	 a	 public	 statement	 about	 the	 educational	
rights	of	homeless	children	but	he	did	not	want	to	issue	an	
official	ruling.	Instead	he	held	“that	under	state	law,	each	stu-
dent	has	the	right	to	attend	school	in	(his)	her	district	of	resi-
dence,	and	that	determinations	of	residency	were	mixed	ques-
tions	of	law	and	fact	to	be	decided	on	a	case	by	case	basis.”	
This	case	is	an	example	of	several	cases	that	started	the	trend	
of	rulings	based	on	the	homeless	child’s	residency	not	on	the	
“right	of	education.”	

This	case	helped	to	convince	 law	makers	and	school	dis-
tricts	that	residency	requirements	presented	as	barriers	against	
school	entry	for	homeless	students.	

Orozco v. Sobol. 703 F. Supp. 1113. (S.D. New York. 

1989).
Background:	The	Plaintiff,	a	homeless	child,	brought	ac-

tion	against	Sobol	the	Commissioner	of	the	New	York	State	
Dept.	of	Education,	the	Mount	Vernon	Board	of	Education,	
the	Superintendent	of	schools	and	Attendance	Officer	for	the	
City	School	District	of	Mount	Vernon,	and	the	Superinten-
dent	of	schools	and	Court	Liaison	Officer	for	the	City	School	
District	of	the	city	of	Yonkers.	Plaintiff	alleged	the	BOE	vio-
lated	Due	Process	 of	 the	14th	Amendment,	 by	denying	 the	
child	admission	to	school.	

Result:	 The	 court	 found	 that	 a	 parent	 or	 guardian	 of	 a	
homeless	 child	 could	 designate	 either	 the	 school	 district	
where	the	family	currently	was	sheltered	or	where	the	child	
had	last	attended	school.	This	case	helped	to	mold	other	court	
rulings.		

Lampkin v. District of Columbia. 307 U.S. App. D.C. 155, 
27 F. 3d 605. (Washington DC, 1994). 

Background:	 The	 plaintiff	 charged	 that	 the	 District	 of	
Columbia	violated	the	McKinney	Act	by	“failing	to	address	
educational	needs	of	homeless	children	until	some	significant	
time	after	they	became	homeless.”	They	also	failed	to	provide	
adequate	transportation	to	and	from	school.	Specifically	they:	
“(1)	 failed	 to	 implement	a	best	 interest	 standard	 in	placing	
homeless	 children	 in	 schools;	 (2)	 failed	 to	 ensure	 transpor-
tation	to	and	from	the	school	 that	 is	 in	the	best	 interest	of	
homeless	 children	 to	 attend;	 (3)	 failed	 to	 coordinate	 social	
services	and	public	education	for	homeless	children,	and	to	
ensure	access	to	comparable	educational	services	and	school	
meal	programs;	and	(4)	 failed	to	provide	access	 to	 free,	ap-
propriate	 public	 education	 for	 homeless	 children”	 (Dowd,	
2003).	

Lampkin	was	represented	by	the	National	Law	Center	on	
Homelessness	and	Poverty.	The	first	ruling	was	in	favor	of	the	
defendant.	The	plaintiff	then	appealed.

On	 the	 second	 appeal,	 the	 court	 found	 in	 favor	 of	 the	
plaintiffs	and	ordered	the	District	to	identify	homeless	chil-
dren	at	intake	centers	and	refer	them	to	an	appropriate	educa-
tional	service	within	72	hours.	The	court	also	ordered	schools	
to	give	transportation	tokens	to	homeless	children	who	lived	
further	then	1.5	miles	from	school.	

Results:	 The	 court’s	 initial	 ruling	 caused	 the	 District	 to	
drain	the	federal	financial	support	available	from	the	McK-
inney	Act.	Thus	 the	court	granted	 that	 the	District	had	no	
obligation	to	meet	the	Act’s	requirement	as	long	as	they	were	
not	receiving	the	homeless	education	funds.	(Hudson-Plush,	
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2006).	

This	case	was	a	major	victory	because	the	lower	court	deci-
sion	 that	 the	defendants	did	not	violate	 the	McKinney	Act	
was	overturned.	The	higher	court	ruled	in	favor	of	homeless	
children,	 thus,	 upholding	 and	 safeguarding	 the	 McKinney	
Act.	This	 set	precedence	 for	other	 states	 to	 take	 the	 legisla-
tion	seriously	and	work	to	ensure	that	homeless	children	have	
access	 to	 a	 free	 and	 appropriate	 education.	 The	 defendants	
tried	to	appeal	to	the	Supreme	Court,	but	the	Court	denied	
the	District’s	writ	of	certiorari,	thus	securing	the	ruling	of	the	
higher	court.	

Salazar v. Edwards. 92 CH 5703 (Cir. Ct. Cook County IL, 
filed June 12, 1992).

Background:	Parents	of	homeless	children	filed	suit	against	
the	 State	 Coordinator	 of	 Homeless	 Children	 and	 Youth,	
Chicago	 Public	 Schools,	 the	 Superintendent,	 and	 the	 Illi-
nois	Board	of	Education	under	 the	 state	 school	 attendance	
laws,	the	McKinney	Act,	and	the	14th	Amendment.	Plaintiffs	
claimed	the	state	“denied	homeless	children	the	opportunity	
to	remain	in	their	home	schools,	imposed	‘burdensome	trans-
fer	 requirements’	 on	 students	 who	 did	 not	 remain	 in	 their	
schools	 of	 origin,	 denied	 transportation,	 failed	 to	 consider	
parental	wishes	for	school	placement,	provided	no	notice	of	
rights,	 provided	 no	 opportunity	 to	 challenge	 school	 place-
ment,	 failed	to	 locate	and	enroll	homeless	children,	and	ig-
nored	the	violations	once	made	aware	of	them.”	

Result:	The	first	court	ruling	was	based	on	the	lower	court	
decision	 in	 Lampkin v. District of Columbia,	 holding	 that	
there	 was	 no	 right	 to	 private	 action	 in	 the	 McKinney	 Act	
and	no	right	to	education	in	Illinois.	The	Plaintiffs	appealed.	
Illinois	passed	the	Education	 for	Homeless	Children	Act	at	
about	 the	 same	 time	 as	 the	 appeal.	 Also	 during	 this	 time,	
amendments	to	the	McKinney	Act	were	passed	and	Lampkin 
v District of Columbia	was	overturned.	The	defendants	con-
ceded	that	the	McKinney	Act	was,	in	fact,	enforceable.	The	
case	 went	 back	 to	 court	 and	 settlement	 negotiation	 began.	
On	 August	 3,	 1999	 the	 court	 found	 in	 favor	 of	 the	 plain-
tiffs	 that	 there	 had,	 in	 fact,	 been	 non-compliance	 with	 the	
McKinney	Act.	The	 judge	 issued	 a	12	point	 order	 and	 the	
two	parties	negotiated	another	settlement.	Since	the	second	
settlement,	 the	 relationships	 between	 schools	 and	 homeless	
children,	 parents,	 and	 advocates	 has	 improved	 in	 Illinois.	
	
Collier, et al v. Board of Education of Prince George’s Coun-
ty, et al. DKC-2001-1179 (U.S. District Court, District of 
Maryland, filed April 16, 2001). 

Background:	The	Public	Justice	Center	challenged	the	state	
of	Maryland	on	the	grounds	of	compliance	with	regulations	
from	the	McKinney	Act.	The	Plaintiffs	filed	a	class	action	law-
suit	against	the	School	Board	of	Prince	George’s	County.	The	

complaint	was	strikingly	similar	to	that	of	Salazar v. Edwards.	
The	defendants	were	the	Board	of	Education	and	the	Superin-
tendent	of	Prince	George’s	County	Public	Schools.	Plaintiffs	
filed	a	complaint	against	the	Board	of	Education	stating	that	
they	had	 failed	 to	use	 “best	 interest”	 in	 school	placements,	
observe	parental	wishes,	provide	services	like	transportation,	
and	review	and	revise	current	policies	that	act	as	barriers	to	
the	enrollment	of	homeless	children.	

Results:	A	settlement	negotiation	began	and	was	finalized	
in	September	of	2001.	As	a	 result	of	 the	 settlement	and	 in	
compliance	 with	 the	 (now)	 McKinney-Vento	 Act,	 there	 is	
an	annual	 evaluation	of	 the	Prince	George’s	County	Public	
School	 System’s	 Homeless	 Education	 Program	 (HEP).	 The	
fourth	 annual	 evaluation,	 SY2005-SY2006,	 was	 released	 in	
June	2007.	This	evaluation	extensively	covered	the	role,	effi-
ciency,	and	compliance	of	the	HEP,	including	residency	issues	
for	homeless	youth.		

National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, et al. v. 
New York State, et al. Civil Action No. 04 0705 (U.S. Dis-
trict Court, Eastern District of New York, filed February 20, 
2004).

Background:	 Plaintiffs,	 the	 National	 Law	 Center	 on	
Homelessness	and	Poverty	 individually	and	as	the	homeless	
children	brought	 suit	against	 the	defendant	New	York’s	de-
partment	of	education,	Commissioner	of	Education	of	New	
York,	Program	Manager	 for	 the	Homeless	of	 the	New	York	
State	Education	Dept.	and	the	Suffolk	County	Department	
of	Social	Services	for	failing	to	enforce	the	McKinney-Vento	
Act.	 Plaintiffs	 alleged	 that	 the	 defendants	 failed	 to:	 “1)	 lo-
cate	and	ensure	enrollment	of	homeless	children;	2)	provide	
uninterrupted	transportation	to	enable	homeless	children	to	
attend	school;	3)	provide	immediate	enrollment	to	homeless	
children	upon	becoming	homeless;	and	4)	provide	education	
services	that	were	comparable	to	the	services	that	non-home-
less	children	received.”	

Result:	The	Court	held	that	the	right	of	access	to	public	
education	did,	in	fact,	exist	under	the	McKinney	Act	and	the	
Constitution.	The	motion	for	class	certification	was	granted	
for	the	plaintiffs.

Bullock, et al. v. Board of Education of Montgomery Coun-
ty, et al. DKC-2002-798 (U.S. District Court of Maryland, 
filed March 14, 2002). 

Background:	Plaintiffs,	homeless	children,	filed	suit	against	
Board	of	Education,	a	Local	Education	Agency	(LEA),	and	
the	Superintendent	alleging	violations	of	the	McKinney-Ven-
to	Act	of	2001.	Bullock	was	defended	by	and	worked	with	the	
Public	Justice	Center.

Results:	The	court	found	in	favor	of	Plaintiffs:	the	defen-
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dants	failed	“to	identify	homeless	students,	and...	to	inform	
them	of	them	of	their	rights	under	the	McKinney-Vento	Act	
to	 remain	 at	 their	 home	 schools,	 and	 to	 transportation…”	
Class	certification	was	granted.	

In	 April	 of	 2006	 the	 Public	 Justice	 Center	 filed	 a	 third	
case,	Peterson,	et	al.	v.	BOE	of	Baltimore	County,	et	al.	Two	
mothers	and	children	failed	to	be	identified	and	put	in	school	
within	 two	days	of	filing.	The	children	were	granted	 trans-
portation	to	and	from	the	original	school.	This	case	is	now	in	
negotiation	for	a	settlement	(Public	Justice	Center,	2008).

Kaleuati v. Tonda, Civil Action No. 07-504 (U.S. District 
Court, District of Hawaii, filed October 6, 2007).

Background:	The	American	Civil	Liberties	Union,	on	be-
half	 of	 three	 homeless	 families,	 filed	 a	 law	 suit	 against	 the	
Hawaii	 Board	 of	 Education	 including	 the	 State	 Homeless	
Coordinator,	 Superintendent,	 Board	 of	 Education,	 and	 the	
Director	of	the	Department	of	Health.	They	accused	the	de-
fendants	of	ignoring	barriers	to	access	education	for	homeless	
children	and	for	violating	the	McKinney-Vento	Act.

Result:	The	Federal	 judge	ruled	in	favor	of	the	plaintiffs,	
stating	that	the	Board	of	Education	did	violate	the	McKin-
ney-Vento	Act.	The	judge	ordered	the	Department	of	Educa-
tion	to	fix	and	 improve	 the	enrollment	process,	 tracking	of	
homeless	 students,	 and	 the	 method	 by	 which	 they	 provide	
transportation.	The	proposal	and	new	plan	must	be	presented	
by	March	15th	2008	and	all	of	the	proposals	must	be	imple-
mented	and	the	use	of	old	enrollment	forms	must	be	discon-
tinued	by	April	30,	2008.

_________________
Additional References
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linois University Law Review, 257.	Retrieved	November	14,	
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~~~~~~~~~~
The preceding information is not legal advice and should not be 
used as a substitute for obtaining professional legal advice. The 
sharing of this information does not create an attorney-client re-
lationship with any user. 	

McKinney-Vento Case Law Review, continued

As	local	farmers’	markets	open	for	the	season,	the	Special	
Supplemental	Nutrition	Program	for	Women,	Infants	(WIC)	
expands	 its	 services	 into	more	homes	with	a	Farmers’	Mar-
ket	Nutrition	Program	(FMNP).	The	FMNP	has	been	grow-
ing	along	with	the	popularity	of	farmers’	markets	around	the	
country.	Congress	established	the	program	in	1992	to	provide	
low	income	families	with	access	to	fresh,	local	produce.	The	
program	was	not	widely	implemented	and	has	faced	budget	
stagnation.	 In	2006,	2.5	million	WIC	participants	 received	
farmers’	 market	 benefits.	 That	 same	 year,	 more	 than	 eight	
million	participants	received	WIC	benefits	overall.

The	 WIC	 Program	 provides	 supplemental	 food,	 health	
care	referrals,	and	nutrition	education	at	no	cost	 to	 low-in-
come	pregnant	and	post-partum	women,	and	to	infants	and	
children	up	to	5	years	of	age.	FMNP	is	administered	through	
state	departments	of	agriculture.	It	benefits	community	agri-
culture	by	supporting	local	farmers	and	improving	the	eating	
habits	and	food	choices	of	low-income	families.	

A	 study	 conducted	 by	 the	 Department	 of	 Community	
Health	Sciences	at	the	University	of	California,	Los	Angeles	
(UCLA),	 School	 of	 Public	 Health,	 compared	 the	 fruit	 and	
vegetable	consumption	of	low-income	families	who	received	
vouchers	for	fresh	food	from	a	farmers’	market	or	supermar-
ket	with	families	who	received	nonspecific	food	coupons	and	
nutrition	education.	After	six	months,	the	families	receiving	
fresh	fruit	and	vegetable	subsidies	were	consuming	more	serv-
ings	per	day	–	up	to	three	servings	for	those	shopping	at	farm-
ers’	markets	–	than	those	receiving	general	food	coupons.	

In	this	study,	researchers	provided	ten	dollars	per	week	to	
mothers	 for	 fresh	produce.	The	WIC	program	will	 provide	
monthly	vouchers	worth	eight	dollars	to	each	recipient	and	
six	dollars	to	each	child.	Breastfeeding	women	will	receive	ten	
dollars	a	month	toward	fruits	and	vegetables.	These	amounts	
are	 improvements	 over	 the	 past	 when	 fresh	 fruits	 and	 veg-
etables	were	not	even	included	in	the	WIC	program,	except	
for	 fruit	 juice	 and	 carrots	 for	 breastfeeding	 women.	 But	 as	
food	insecurity	rises	throughout	the	country,	much	more	is	
needed.

To	be	eligible	for	the	WIC	Program,	applicants	must	meet	
categorical,	 residential,	 income	 and	 nutrition	 risk	 require-
ments.	To	apply	for	WIC	or	for	more	information,	call	888-
942-3663	or	email	WICinfo@vdh.virgina.gov.	

_______________
Herman,	D.	R.,	Harrison,	G.	G.,	Afifi,	A.	A.,	Jenks,	E.	Effect	
of	a	targeted	subsidy	on	intake	of	fruits	and	vegetables	among	
low-income	 women	 in	 the	 Special	 Supplemental	 Nutrition	
Program	for	Women,	Infants,	and	Children.	American Journal 
of Public Health.	2008	Jan;	98(1):98-105.

WIC Farmers’ Market Benefits
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These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our web site and copied with appropriate reference to Project 
HOPE-Virginia. 
The Project HOPE-Virginia web site contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing homelessness, 
as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 
audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 
homelessness. 

Information	Briefs
	

When School Is Home & Family: Supporting the Attendance and    
Success of Youth on Their Own is	designed	to	help	your	school	
support	 the	 attendance	 and	 success	 of	 youth	 on	 their	 own	 –	
whether	they	have	run	away	or	are	independent	for	other	reasons	
–	by	providing	background	information	about	unaccompanied	
youth,	sharing	some	of	the	challenges	they	face,	and	suggesting	
positive	policies	and	programs	for	school	divisions.	NEW FALL 
2007 

	

Identifying Youth on Their Own provides	 basic	 informa-
tion	and	strategies	for	each	step	to	support	school	divisions	in	
their	efforts	to	identify	unaccompanied	homeless	youth.	
NEW WINTER 2008

Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse Door 
provides	enrollment	personnel	with	tips	on	identifying	and	
serving	families	experiencing	homelessness	during	the	enroll-
ment	process.	

	

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special 
Education and Homelessness	 provides	 educators	 with	 tips	 on	
supporting	families	experiencing	homelessness	through	the	special	
education	process.	

	

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know 
About Special Education and Homelessness	 provides	 families	
experiencing	homelessness	and	service	providers	who	work	with	
these	families	with	an	overview	of	the	special	education	process	
and	tips	for	working	through	the	process.	

	

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and 
Shelters			emphasizes	ways	that	families	and	shelter	providers	can	
encourage	the	development	of	young	children	and	become	aware	
of	potential	concerns.	It	provides	resources	and	strategies	to	assist	
when	delays	are	observed.	

	

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness	provides	educators	with	information,	
resources,	 and	 strategies	 for	 supporting	 families	 with	 young	
children	who	are	experiencing	homelessness	and	may	have	special	
needs.

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education	 Answers	 basic	
questions	regarding	the	educational	needs	of	children	and	youth	
experiencing	 homelessness.	 It	 is	 a	 useful	 resource	 for	 school	
administrators.	REVISED FALL 2007

	

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore	combines	 research	
statistics	and	checklist-style	practical	suggestions	to	provide	health	
care	to	students	experiencing	homelessness.	

	

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth		explores		resiliency	with	
suggestions	for	ways	to	nurture	this	protective	factor.	

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students	provides	suggestions	for	
meeting	the	needs	of	highly	mobile	students	at	the	division	level,	
school	level,	and	classroom	level.	

	

What Educators Can Do	introduces	teachers	to	the	topic	of	homeless	
education	 with	 practical	 suggestions	 to	 welcome	 and	 support	
homeless	students	in	the	classroom.	

Standards	of	Learning	Support	for	Virginia	Schools

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation  
Available	online	as	a	searchable	database	at	www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/
connections/.	Extends	through	8th	grade	in	most	subject	areas.

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Kindergarten Through Grade 5	
summarizes	 the	 standards	 for	 grades	 K	 through	 5	 in	 easy-to-
understand	terms.	This	document	was	prepared	to	offer	parents	
and	non-educators	a	quick	reference	to	the	content	students	must	
master	at	each	grade	level.	Includes	parent	and	student	resources.		
Now also available for download in Spanish!	

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School 	summarizes	the	
standards	 for	grades	6	 through	8	 in	easy-to-understand	 terms.	
This	document	was	prepared	to	offer	parents	and	non-educators	
a	quick	 reference	 to	 the	content	 students	must	master	at	 each	
grade	level.	Includes	parent	and	student	resources.		

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School 	summarizes	the	
standards	for	grades	9	through	12	in	easy-to-understand	terms.	
This	document	was	prepared	to	offer	parents	and	non-educators	a	
quick	reference	to	the	content	students	must	master	at	each	grade	
level.	Includes	parent	and	student	resources.
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National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Homeless	Children	and	Youth

Making It Crystal Clear
A Commitment to  Educating  ALL 

Our Children And Youth

October 31 - November 3, 2008

Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City

Washington, 
DC20

______________________________
Building Futures Through Education

registration is now live at www.naehcy.org

Funding AvAilAble

Project	 HOPE-Virginia	 is	 offering	 travel	 mini-grants	
to	Virginia	school	divisions	to	attend	this	professional	
development	event.	The	application	is	available	on	our	
web	 site,	 www.wm.edu/hope.	 We	 encourage	 partner-
ships	and	will	 fund	groups	 from	school	divisions	and	
communities	to	attend.	Contact	our	office	for	more	in-
formation.	Deadline	for	submission	is	July	1,	2008.



Best	Interest	Decision-Making	for	School	Stability	
Transportation	Challenges	and	Successes
Connecting	Community	and	School	Resources	
Developing	a	Comprehensive	Homeless	Education	
Program
Academic	Achievement
Head	Start	Implementation	and	the	Early	Education	
Needs	of	Young	Children	Without	Homes	
Determining	and	Confirming	Eligibility	for	McKinney-
Vento	Services

•
•
•
•

•
•

•

volunteer	 with	 the	 Virginia-based	 host	 committee!	
Opportunities	 abound	 for	 coordinating,	 facilitating,	
and	 -of	 course-	 networking	 to	 ensure	 that	 the	 20th	
Annual	NAEHCY	Conference	is	a	smash	success.	Vol-
unteers	 are	 needed	 for	 facilitating	 sessions	 and	 other	
ground-level	activities	during	the	conference.	There	are	
also	various	tasks	that	can	be	done	prior	to	the	event.	
Contact	Mary	Herrington,	Local	Committee	Chair,	at	
mherring@richmond.k12.va.us.



Prompt	and	Proper	Placement
Unaccompanied	Youth:	Understanding	Legal,	Educa-
tional,	Social,	and	Emotional	Issues	
Strategies	for	Assisting	Children	in	Out-of-home	Care
IDEA	2004	and	Strategies	for	Implementation	
Parent	Involvement:	Research	and	Strategies
Mental	Health	Needs	of	Homeless	Children	
Data	Collection	and	Program	Evaluation	
Legislative	and	Policy	Updates	
Research

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED 

The	NAEHCY	annual	conference	is	a	Unique	Showcase	for	best	practices	and	services	from	across	the	country.	It	is	the	only	
national	conference	dedicated	to	improving	the	well-being	of	homeless	children	and	youth.	NAEHCY’s	conference	equips	
educators	and	advocates	nationwide	with	the	knowledge,	skills,	information,	and	inspiration	they	need	to	remove	barriers	
and	help	ensure	that	every	child	and	youth	experiencing	homelessness	is	successful	–	academically,	personally,	and	socially.

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND 
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In Your Neighborhood

Spurred	 by	 the	 No	 Child	 Left	 Behind	 (NCLB)	 require-
ment	 to	 have	 100%	 graduation	 rates	 by	 2014,	 Alleghany	
County	 Public	 Schools	 has	 initiated	 a	 promising	 new	 pro-
gram,	The Student Graduation Team,	to	help	students	at-risk	
for	dropping	out	reach	graduation.	Two	years	ago,	three	com-
mittees	 were	 designated	 to	 study	 graduation	 rates.	 One	 of	
these	committees,	headed	by	Student	Services	Director	and	
homeless	liaison	Fred	Vaughan,	studied	why	students	in	the	
county	were	dropping	out	 and	 examined	 current	programs	
for	keeping	students	engaged	in	school.	The Student Gradua-
tion Team,	which	began	in	January	2008,	was	the	result	of	the	
committee’s	efforts.

Vaughan	 describes	 the	 function	 of	 the	 Student	 Gradua-
tion	Team	as	being	much	like	a	child	study	team.	It	examines	
what	the	school	and	community	agencies	can	do	to	encour-
age	 school	attendance	and	success.	Not	only	does	 the	 team	
consist	of	school	staff	from	student	services,	special	education	
and	 truancy,	but	also	 it	 includes	members	 from	Social	Ser-
vices,	the	Community	Services	Board	(CSB),	and	other	com-
munity	agencies	as	needed.	School	counselors	provide	most	
referrals	to	the	team,	but	community	agencies	may	also	refer.	
Thus,	the	team	truly	represents	a	community-wide	effort	to	
increase	graduation	rates.	The	parent	and	student	are	invited	
to	attend	meetings	and	participate	in	writing	an	individual-
ized	plan	to	support	the	student	using	community	and	school	
resources.

The	team	focuses	on	each	student’s	individual	circumstanc-
es	to	create	appropriate	and	often	creative	interventions.	For	
example,	 one	 student	 only	 needed	 two	 credits	 to	 graduate,	
but	he	was	frequently	late	to	his	morning	class	at	school.	The 
Student Graduation Team	spoke	to	his	employer	and	discov-
ered	that	the	student	was	working	until	late	at	night	and	was	
sleeping	through	class	the	next	morning.	With	collaboration	
between	the	student’s	employer	and	the	school,	the	team	ar-
ranged	that	 the	student	would	attend	afternoon	classes	and	
arrive	thirty	minutes	later	to	work.	

Another	promising	aspect	of	The Student Graduation Team	
is	 their	 personal	 involvement	 and	 follow-up	 with	 students.	
One	 student,	 a	highly	 capable	 junior,	was	 at-risk	 for	drop-
ping	out	 of	 school.	Through	 a	meeting	with	 the	 team,	 the	
student	 learned	 of	 a	 program	 where	 he	 could	 earn	 college	
credits	his	senior	year	at	a	local	community	college.	In	order	
to	participate	in	the	program,	the	student	needed	to	take	an	
entrance	exam.	When	he	missed	the	exam	date,	central	office	
contacted	the	student	to	encourage	him	to	take	the	make-up	

exam.	Since	 the	meeting,	 the	 student	has	been	consistently	
attending	school	and	doing	well.	

Student	 Services	 Director,	 Vaughan,	 acknowledges	 that	
not	every	case	has	been	as	 successful	as	 the	 two	mentioned	
here	and	that	parents	and	students	sometimes	decline	assis-
tance	from	the	team.	However,	The Student Graduation Team	
represents	 a	 promising	 program	 that	 uses	 problem	 solving	
and	 community	 collaboration	 to	 meet	 the	 needs	 of	 at-risk	
students.

Aiming for a 100% Graduation Rate Compiled by Jodi Mincemoyer and Erin Ramsey

Food Provisions and Needs at a 
Foodbank Near You

We	all	 look	 forward	 to	 the	 summer	 for	 long	days	 and	a	
more	relaxed	frame	of	mind;	but	for	millions	of	children	na-
tionwide,	summer	may	mean	the	absence	of	a	daily	nutritious	
meal.	Hunger in America 2006,	released	by	America’s	Second	
Harvest,	 the	 nation’s	 largest	 provider	 of	 food	 to	 people	 in	
need,	reports	that	32	percent	of	those	served	in	Virginia	are	
children,	and	eight	percent	are	under	5.		

Your	 local	 Food	 Bank	 and	 provider	 network	 will	 serve	
meals	this	summer	in	a	variety	of	settings	including	recreation	
centers,	 playgrounds,	 parks,	 churches,	 community	 centers,	
day	 camps,	 housing	projects,	 shelters,	migrant	 centers,	 and	
schools	through	the	Summer	Meals	for	Kids	Program.	How-
ever,	only	a	small	percentage	of	children	eligible	for	summer	
food	programs	access	them	due	to	a	lack	of	awareness.

Food	Banks	are	struggling	to	keep	up	with	the	demand	for	
food	from	an	increasing	number	of	households	nationwide.		
According	to	the	Federation	of	Virginia	Food	Banks,	in	fis-
cal	year	2005,	Virginia’s	providers	distributed	over	70	million	
pounds	of	products	to	over	658,200	individuals	through	its	
2,800	member	agencies.	You	can	support	your	local	providers	
by	participating	in	events	such	as	“Stamp	Out	Hunger”	and	
“Legal	Food	Frenzy,”	which	happen	each	spring	to	refill	the	
donation	supply.	This	year,	September	will	be	Hunger	Action	
Month.	Stay	tuned	for	ways	to	incorporate	hunger	awareness	
into	back-to-school	events.	Local	food	drive	and	outreach	in-
formation	can	be	found	at	the	web	address	listed	below.

Contact	your	neighborhood	provider	to	find	out	how	to	
refer	families,	children,	and	youth	to	available	programs	and	
services.	 Share	 contact	 and	 referral	 information	 with	 your	
schools	 and	 community	 partners.	 Contact	 information	 for	
these	groups	can	be	found	at	http://www.vafoodbanks.org/.
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In Your Neighborhood

Governor	Timothy	M.	Kaine	declared	a	state	of	emergency	
in	the	Commonwealth	of	Virginia	following	severe	storms	on	
April	28	 in	 southeastern	Virginia.	On	May	8,	 tornados	hit	
Stafford	 and	 Henry	 Counties,	 and	 continuing	 storms	 have			
caused	flooding	in	various	parts	of	the	state.	These	incidents	
have	destroyed	homes	and	devastated	 families	and	commu-
nities.	The	Virginia	Department	of	Emergency	Management	
and	regional	relief	agencies	have	set	up	shelters	and	are	pro-
viding	supplies	and	meals	to	affected	communities	and	indi-
viduals.	

In	the	past	several	years,	Virginians	have	dealt	with	trau-
matic	 episodes	 such	 as	 natural	 disasters	 and	 violence.	Proj-
ect	 HOPE-Virginia	 has	 compiled	 resources	 online	 about	
responding	 to	 crises	 and	 how	 to	 recognize	 warning	 signs	
of	 children	 who	 may	 need	 assistance	 dealing	 with	 trau-
ma.	 These	 resources	 are	 posted	 on	 the	 HOPE	 web	 site	 at		
www.wm.edu/hope/virginia/trauma/trauma.html.

It	is	important	to	stop	and	consider	the	effects	that	events	
in	the	news	may	have	had	on	children	and	families.	They	may	
have	suffered	loss	-	a	family	member,	pet,	or	their	home;	ex-
perienced	 fear	during	 the	 storm	as	 trees	and	debris	crashed	
around	them;	or	been	traumatized	by	watching	the	events	on	
television.	Individuals	deal	with	loss	differently	and	on	differ-
ent	time	frames.	Take	time	to	talk	with	children	and	families	
about	how	these	events	affected	them.	Use	the	ample	resourc-
es	available	for	working	with	families,	children,	schools	and	
communities;	 and	 let	us	know	what	 else	 you	need	 to	 serve	
them.	

In	Stafford	County,	the	day	after	the	tornado,	the	home-
less	education	liaison	organized	school	social	workers	to	visit	
the	 emergency	 shelter	 and	 meet	 with	 families	 to	 distribute	
brochures	about	services	available	to	families	that	have	been	
displaced.	The	liaison,	Lisa	VonDohlen,	attended	a	commu-
nity	informational	meeting	and	presented	a	two	minute	brief	
on	how	school	staff	can	assist	families	in	keeping	their	chil-
dren	enrolled	in	school,	arranging	transportation,	providing	
free	meals,	and	addressing	other	identified	needs.	To	ensure	
smooth	transitions	for	affected	children	and	families,	Lisa	used	
this	opportunity	to	remind	all	building	and	central	office	staff	
about	how	referrals	are	made	and	where	protocols	are	found.	
School	staff	are	very	much	involved	in	helping	keep	students	
from	displaced	families	stable	in	their	home	schools.	Reflect-
ing	on	this	situation,	Lisa	wrote,	“I	can’t	 imagine	how	we’d	
have	met	this	need	if	we	didn’t	already	have	a	system	in	place!”

Be	sure	that	your	school	and	community	emergency	plans	

Responding to Crisis: Tornados

include	procedures	for	informing	displaced	families	of	their	
rights	 under	 McKinney-Vento	 and	 referring	 them	 to	 ap-
propriate	 school	 staff	 for	 support.	The	National	Center	 for	
Homeless	Education	has	created	a	series	of	briefs	entitled	A 
McKinney-Vento Toolbox: Constructing a Robust and Rigorous 
Homeless Education Program, In Case of Disaster and Every Day. 
The	briefs	are	available	in	the	Toolkit	section	of	the	HOPE	
web	site	www.wm.edu/hope/Toolkit/toolkit.html.

Foreclosure Prevention

Virginia’s	Foreclosure	Prevention	Task	Force	has	scheduled	
the	 following	 information	 and	 counseling	 clinics	 for	 hom-
eowners	at	risk	of	foreclosure.	They	will	be	held	on	Saturdays	
in	June.	

6/14/2008	in	Richmond,	Tidewater,	and	Roanoke

6/21/2008	in	Centreville	and	Woodbridge
Specific	 location	 and	 registration	 details	 are	 available	 by	

visiting	 www.VirginiaForeclosurePrevention.com.	 A	 flier	 is	
available	for	download	at	the	HOPE	web	site.

The	 task	 force	 was	 formed	 to	 identify	 ways	 to	 mitigate	
the	 trauma,	 financial	 devastation,	 and	 family	 disruption	 of	
losing	a	home.	It	will	also	explore	the	impact	of	foreclosure	
on	communities	and	the	real	estate	industry.	Four	major	ar-
eas	of	responsibility	include:	1)	determining	needs	related	to	
homeownership	 preservation;	 2)	 identifying	 strategies	 and	
programs	 to	help	homeowners;	 3)	 recommending	outreach	
and	education;	and	4)	reviewing	laws,	policies	and	practices.	
For	more	information	about	the	task	force,	visit	http://www.
dhcd.virginia.gov/VFPTF/default.htm.

Other	resources	for	current	homeowners	or	those	consid-
ering	mortgages	are	listed	here.	

Housing	Opportunities	Made	Equal	-	Are	you	afraid	you	
may	lose	your	house?
http://www.phonehome.org/helpServices/loseHouse.htm
US	Dept.	of	Housing	and	Urban	Development	-	Foreclo-
sure	Prevention	Tips	and	Resources	
http://www.hud.gov/foreclosure/index.cfm
Virginia	Attorney	General	-	Mortgage	Foreclosure	Preven-
tion		
http://www.oag.state.va.us/CONSUMER/Mortgage_
Foreclosure_Prevention.html

•

•

•

Tornados,	continued
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The	 words,	 “You	 will	 be	 monitored,”	 frequently	 incur	
rather	 strong	 reactions.	 Elevated	 blood	 pressure	 and	 glazed	
expressions	are	not	uncommon.	One	liaison	shared	that	she	
felt	as	though	she	were	being	called	to	the	principal’s	office	
when	she	had	to	return	a	call!	Despite	the	emotional	stressors	
of	such	events,	monitoring	can	be	a	wonderful	“opportunity”	
to	carve	out	time	to	review	our	practices	and	evaluate	our	ef-

Monitoring Issue Actions

Access	to	preschool	services	for	children	
experiencing	homelessness Send	your	local	Head	Start,	Virginia	Preschool	Initiative,	and	Early	Child-

hood	Special	Education	programs	welcome	letters	at	the	start	of	the	school	
year	that	identify	you	as	the	liaison	and	remind	staff	of	the	definition	of	
homelessness	for	educational	purposes.	Include	posters,	family	brochures	
and	other	HOPE	documents	of	interest.	Be	sure	to	keep	a	sample	packet	on	
file	with	the	distribution	list	as	a	monitoring	document.
File	copies	of	agendas	and	minutes	for	early	childhood	meeting	you	attend.

•

•

Liaison	duties	are	known	 in	 the	 schools	
and	community	 Be	sure	to	include	your	contact	information	on	posters	and	brochures.

Include	your	liaison	title	in	staff	directories	and	school	division	Web	sites.
Maintain	a	contact	log	that	tracks	all	the	school	and	community	partners	
you	reach	annually.
Place	a	“Back-to-School”	notice	in	your	local	paper	annually	that	defines	
homelessness	and	includes	your	contact	information.	(Keep	a	copy	in	your	
files	for	documentation.)

•
•
•

•

Notification	of	rights	is	provided	to	par-
ents,	 guardians,	 and	 unaccompanied	
youth

Include	McKinney-Vento	education	rights	in	your	student	handbook.
Add	a	line	to	enrollment	or	residency	forms	for	parents,	guardians,	and	
youth	to	sign	that	they	have	received	their	McKinney-Vento	rights.	Use	the	
parent	brochure,	but	be	sure	staff	can	provide	a	verbal	explanation	to	fami-
lies	to	increase	understanding.
If	you	use	a	referral	form,	include	a	checklist	item	that	staff	initial	and	date	
to	indicate	when	McKinney-Vento	rights	were	provided.

•
•

•

Access	 to	other	community	 services,	 in-
cluding	health	care Maintain	a	resource	book	with	local	agencies.	Work	with	your	school	nurse	

coordinators,	school	social	workers,	and	other	staff	involved	in	community	
referrals.	Consider	using	a	college	intern	to	update	existing	referral	guides.
Create	a	mini	resource	center.	Include	housing,	financial,	credit	report,	
health	and	mental	health,	legal,	and	employment	assistance.	This	can	be	a	
bulletin	board	with	information	to	know.
Consider	having	the	resources	posted	on	the	school	division	Web	site.
Adapt	the	HOPE	family	brochure	to	create	a	local	version	with	local	con-
tact	information	for	community	referrals.

•

•

•
•

Liaison Tips From the Field

fectiveness	–	time	that	might	not	otherwise	be	so	prioritized.	
It	is	also	an	opportunity	to	share	successes.	After	monitoring	
more	than	40	school	divisions	in	the	past	two	years,	I	have	
learned	much	about	the	creativity	and	attention	to	detail	liai-
sons	commit	to	the	implementation	of	the	McKinney-Vento	
Act.	Below	are	 just	a	 few	 ideas	 shared	by	 local	 liaisons	 that	
provide	documentation	for	their	compliance	efforts.

Compiled by Patricia Popp
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State Coordinator Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Grants Administrator Jodi Mincemoyer
Research Assistants Alexander P. Miller, M.P.P.
 Erin M. Ramsey, M.Ed.
 Stefanie Whorton 
 Xu Xianxuan, M.A.

Upcoming Events
National Health Care for the Homeless Council

Conference and Policy Symposium
June, 11-14, 2008                  Atlanta, GA

Project HOPE-Virginia Grant Deadlines
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program

June 30, 2008
Travel Mini-grant

July 1, 2008

Shining Stars
Charting the Future for Today’s Children

July 14-16, 2008       Virginia Beach, VA
Visit www.ttaconline.org. Click on a Region and 

then cick on Events.

 LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 12, 2008
www.naehcy.org

Virginia Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators

October 27-29, 2008    Roanoke, VA

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

October 31-November 3, 2008     Washington, DC
www.naehcy.org

Project	HOPE-Virginia	is	pleased	to	announce	a	fund-
ing	opportunity	for	Virginia	school	division	personnel	and	
community	 partners	 to	 attend	 the	 NAEHCY	 conference	
(see	page	7)	in	Arlington,	VA,	October	31	-	November	3,	
2008.	Funding	for	professional	development	is	being	offered	
to	enrich	the	knowledge	of	local	school	personnel	and	im-
prove	identification	of	students	experiencing	homelessness	
and	outreach	to	community	resources.

Funds	will	be	awarded	based	on	the	number	of	students	
identified	as	homeless	in	the	last	two	years;	in-kind	support	
for	homeless	education	program,	including	Title	I	set	aside,	
community	 outreach	 and	 collaboration	 efforts	 by	 the	 liai-
son	and	other	division	staff.	Information	will	be	drawn	from	
annual	 data	 collection	 reports	 submitted	by	 the	homeless	
education	liaison	and	through	the	school	division’s	Title	I	
consolidated	 application.	 Additional	 materials	 (e.g.,	 com-
munity	needs	assessment,	training	or	presentation	materials,	
homeless	education	program	outlines/summaries,	meeting	
minutes)	may	be	submitted	in	support	of	the	application.	

A	brief	application	can	be	found	on	the	HOPE	web	site	
at	www.wm.edu/hope.	Grants	will	range	from	$500	-	3000.	
For	more	information	about	this	opportunity,	contact	the	
HOPE	office.	For	more	information	about	the	NAEHCY	
conference,	visit	www.naehcy.org.

Travel Grants for National Conference

Project	HOPE-Virginia	is	currently	accepting	grant	pro-
posals	for	local	or	regional	Homeless	Education	Programs.	
This	is	a	competitive	grant	process	open	to	VA	school	divi-
sions	 for	 improving	 identification	 of	 and	 services	 for	 stu-
dents	 experiencing	 homelessness.	 Currently,	 there	 are	 23	
grantees	operating	programs	in	28	school	divisions.	The	ap-
plication	process	and	requirements	are	posted	at	the	HOPE	
web	site	www.wm.edu/hope	and	were	released	through	Su-
perintendent’s	Memo	No.	3,	February	8,	2008.	

Funding	is	available	for	local	program	development	and	
expansion,	which	may	 include	 conducting	 a	needs	 assess-
ment;	hiring	staff;	establishing	data	collection	and	tracking	
systems;	and	providing	tutoring,	enrichment	programs,	or	
other	specialized	services	to	students	 in	need.	These	funds	
can	be	used	to	conduct	training	sessions	and	outreach	with-
in	the	school	division	and	community,	leading	to	liaison	or	
other	 staff	participation	with	continuums	of	care,	 systems	
of	care,	and	other	regional	collaborative	bodies.	Many	divi-
sions	have	used	program	resources	to	do	case	management	
and	improve	local	referral	systems.	

The	application	includes	a	list	of	approved	activities.	For	
additional	information	about	this	grant,	see	the	application	
or	contact	our	office.

Homeless Education Program Grants
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WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?
Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 
list, have questions related to the education 
of homeless children and youth, or would like 
additional information, brochures, posters, or 
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 
 (877) 455-3412 
Phone:  (757) 221-4002 
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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Spring 2008
Newsletter

Anyone	who,	due to a lack of housing,	lives:
In	emergency	or	transitional	shelters;
In	motels,	hotels,	trailer	parks,	campgrounds,	aban-
doned	in	hospitals,	awaiting	foster	care	placement;
In	cars,	parks,	public	places,	bus	or	train	stations,	
abandoned	buildings;
Doubled	up	with	relatives	or	friends,
In	these	conditions	and	is	a	child	or	youth	not	in	
the	physical	custody	of	an	adult	(unaccompanied	
youth*),
In	these	conditions	and	is	a	migratory	child	or	youth.	

To	determine	homelessness,	consider	the	permanence and 
adequacy	of	the	living	situation.

*	Unaccompanied	youth	-	a	youth	without	fixed,	regular,	
and	adequate	housing	who	are	not	in	the	physical	custody	
of	a	parent	or	guardian.	This	would	include	runaways	
living	in	homeless	situations	and	those	denied	housing	by	
their	families	(sometimes	referred	to	throwaway	children	
and	youth).
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DEFINITION OF 
HOMELESSNESS


