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From the Desk of the State Coordinator

Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s Program 
for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth.  The College of William and Mary 
administers the program for the Virginia 
Department of  Education.  Funding is authorized 
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Act, Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (P.L. 107-110).

The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia is to 
ensure the enrollment, attendance, and success 
of homeless children and youth in school. The 
Project HOPE-Virginia Newsletter is an effort 
to increase awareness and identify resources 
regarding the issues of homeless education. For 
a listing of the other resources available from 
Project HOPE-Virginia, see pages 7 and 8.
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Project HOPE-Virginia 
Seminar 

March 20-21, 2007
Williamsburg Marriott

Featuring Lorraine Monroe
Author of The Monroe Doctrine 

and Nothing’s Impossible
__________________________

Registration available at 
www.wm.edu/hope

See page 3 for more information.

The 2006-07 school year is well underway as we complete this newsletter! 
The Project HOPE-Virginia staff changed a bit this year with our graduate as-
sistant (GA), Sarah Bratton, completing her degree and starting her fi rst year 
of teaching in North Carolina and Michele Myers accepting a position at the 
Virginia Department of Education. A new GA, Selena Joy, who is pursuing her 
doctorate in the School of Education, has joined our returning master’s level 
GA, Jessica Murray. We welcome our new and continuing students and wish our 
former students much success in their new endeavors.

Virginia was very well represented at this year’s National Association for the 
Education of Homeless Children and Youth Conference held in Little Rock, Ar-
kansas in November. HOPE staff and liaisons from across the commonwealth 
shared their expertise as speakers and participants in a wide variety of sessions. 
From the inspiring keynote address provided by our own Sheryl Nussbaum-
Beach, to a national award-winning teacher from Virginia Beach, to Virginia’s 
visibility on the NAEHCY Board, Virginia’s commitment to the education of 
children and youth was evident. Thank you to all who were able to participate in 
this year’s conference. Be sure to note the dates and location for the 2007 confer-
ence to be held in Oregon. NAEHCY will return to northern Virginia in the fall 
2008 as we host the national conference once again. 

Despite the passage of more than 15 months, we continue to serve students 
affected by the fall 2005 hurricanes. Virginia schools identifi ed more than 1500 
students who enrolled as a result of the storms. Approximately 50 percent con-
tinue to attend school in Virginia. The Emergency Impact Aid program created 
to assist schools provided more than $ 6 million in funding that was applied to 
last year’s school activities. Final accounting and monitoring activities for this 
program will conclude at the end of 2006.

School divisions have been very active in HOPE activities throughout the 
fall. All divisions submitted reports needed to complete the state’s annual report 
(see page 2 for more), and attendance at fall liaison trainings exceeded previous 
years. In addition, this school year HOPE begins its fi rst round of formal moni-
toring of school divisions. Phone/desk monitoring will be completed with 12 
local liaisons and 17 liaisons will receive on-site monitoring visits. Monitoring 
provides a great opportunity to clarify expectations and needs and provide lo-
calities with technical assistance to enhance their homeless education programs. 
Finally, our HOPE Seminar in March will offer additional training opportunities. 
See details in this issue.

I join HOPE staff in wishing you a very healthy, joyful, and meaningful new 
year as we work together to serve children and youth in homeless situations. 

 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.,
 Virginia State Coordinator
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Data Collection for Students Experiencing Homelessness
By Selena M. Joy

Grade Number of Children 
reported as Homeless

Kindergarten 1103
1 1163
2 1108
3 992
4 917
5 913
6 925
7 784
8 716
9 809
10 448
11 356
12 327
Total K-12 10,561

Number of Children reported Homeless by grade

Almost half of the students identifi ed in the 05-06 count 
(47.91 percent) were reported as being doubled-up (living 
with friends, acquaintances, or relatives due to a lack of al-
ternative housing options) at the time they were identifi ed. 
Living in a shelter was the second most commonly identifi ed 
housing arrangement (22.92%).

School divisions are challenged to maintain ever greater 
amounts of data, and this is true for local homeless education 
liaisons as well. However, there are some strategies that can 
be used to manage all the data regarding children and youth 
who are homeless that can help when reports are due. 

School divisions in Virginia are overcoming many obsta-
cles in the identifi cation and tracking of students experiencing 
homelessness. For several years, student information systems 
at the local level have included a “fl ag” that identifi es the 
student as having been homeless. This fl ag remains with the 
student’s electronic record for the school year to allow an an-
nualized report of all children and youth who were identifi ed 
by the schools to the Virginia Department of Education. While 
the fl ag exists, some divisions continue to refi ne a mechanism 

In the 2005-2006 Virginia Annual Report on Homeless 
Children and Youth, 10,561 children and youth in kindergar-
ten through twelfth grade were reported by school divisions 
as experiencing homelessness. This represents a 62.65 percent 
increase over the numbers reported for the 2004-05 school 
year. All school divisions provided data to Project HOPE-
Virginia (HOPE) to complete the federally-required report to 
the US Department of Education (ED). Furthermore, nearly 
90 percent of school divisions reported serving at least one 
student who was homeless last year. Below is a summary of 
the student count by grade level from the 2005-2006 Annual 
Report. 

to ensure the fl ag is triggered at the point of identifi cation. 
Communication between the school level and the liaison is 
needed to check the accuracy of such data. 

Noting the student’s housing status at the point of identifi -
cation is one of the greatest challenges at this time. Because 
this information is not captured with the homeless fl ag, a sep-
arate report is sent to HOPE with the number of students in 
shelters, doubled-up, unsheltered, or in motels. Some liaisons 
have developed separate data bases to capture housing status 
and the services students receive. Other liaisons have worked 
with their information technology specialists to add a “drop 
down box” with the homeless fl ag that allows the data entry 
person to capture housing status at the point of identifi cation.

 The following suggestions were adapted from a Law into 
Practice brief from the National Center for Homeless Educa-
tion (NCHE). 

Coordinate record keeping between local liaisons and 
student information and data departments. Coordination 
among staff can increase access to the data needed, as 
well as facilitate the process of tracking and ensuring stu-
dents receive needed supports and services.
Use non-stigmatizing codes or indicators for families and 
youth experiencing homelessness in the school division’s 
student information system to aid in maintaining confi -
dentiality.
Research and contact other districts’ liaisons who have 
found effective strategies for identifying students expe-
riencing homelessness. Many divisions in Virginia have 
already begun to work on improving their data tracking 
and management systems and there is no need to reinvent 
the wheel. NCHE also has suggestions of other school 
districts in the country that have been successful.
Develop cooperative agreements between divisions and 
between states when necessary to share data on students 
who are considered homeless. Sharing information with 
neighboring liaisons can create relationships as well as 
ease transitions for students moving from one locality to 
another. Coordinating efforts with other local agencies 
increases the visibility of the school’s role in supporting 
children and youth and their families when homelessness 
occurs.

Contact HOPE for additional recommendations on ways to 
include students in data collection. HOPE can provide guid-
ance and suggestions on best practices, as well as the data 
required for annual reporting. 

Finally, review the reports from previous years and con-
sider what needs to be collected and maintained. Data col-
lection starts when the student is identifi ed, not when the 
report notice is received. At this time, no changes in data re-
quirements have been received from ED, making last year’s 
report a reasonable starting point. Samples of the annual 
reports are kept in the Homeless Liaison Toolkit, Appendix 
T and can be found in the Toolkit section of our web site.

•

•

•

•
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*This agenda is subject to change. Complete session details and descriptions will be 
posted to our web site as they are confi rmed.

Tentative Seminar Agenda*
Tuesday March 20, 2007

 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast 
 9:00 –10:30 a.m. Opening General Session 
 10:30 –11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I  
 11:45 – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon
 1:15 – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II 
  3:00 – 4:30 p.m. General Session – Panel Discussion
   Beyond Compliance: A Commitment to All Our Students

Wednesday March 21, 2007
 7:30  –  8:15 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast
 8:15  – 10:00 a.m. General Session 
   Keynote Address by Lorraine Monroe
10:15  – 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions III
12:00  –  1:15 p.m. Luncheon: Extra Mile Award presentation (see page 7)
 1:30  –  2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions IV 
 3:15  –  4:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions V

Earn 10 relicensure points 
for full conference 

attendance

Concurrent Sessions will include*:
Homeless Liaison Toolkit / 

 McKinney-Vento 101
Tricks of the Trade - local experts on:

Identifi cation and Tracking
School-Community Collaboration
Accessing Title I Funds to Expand 
Services

Child Welfare System - 101, Advanced, 
SB 1006 and local solutions
Data Collection and Program Evaluation
Beyond Compliance
Mental Health Issues for Children in 
Poverty, Homeless and Highly Mobile 
Situations
Serving Non-English-Speaking Com-
munities
Intelligence and Achievement
Twenty-fi rst Century Learning
Leadership and Successful Students
IDEA 2004 and Students Experiencing 
Homelessness
Reaching Young Children
Working with Unaccompanied Youth
Transportation - Challenges and Solu-
tions
Legal Panel - addressing issues such as 
unaccompanied youth, immigrant/refu-
gee, preschool
Advocacy 101

•

•
▫
▫
▫

•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

REGISTER ONLINE: 
www.wm.edu/hope

Registration Rates:
Full Seminar by January 22 – $ 95 
Full Seminar after January 22 – $115 
Tuesday Only – $ 65 
Wednesday Only – $ 65 

At a time of growing despair 
over the fate of our cities and our 
children, Nothing’s Impossible is 
a testimony to the hard work and 
love of one dedicated educator in 
conquering even the most over-
whelming challenges in life.  
 —Jimmy Carter

 Lorraine Monroe joins us on March 21 to present the keynote address for our seminar, This Mission is Possible: Renewing 
Our Commitment to All Students. Dr. Monroe is a lifelong educator who has held positions as a teacher, dean, assistant prin-
cipal, principal, and deputy Chancellor for Curriculum and Instruction in New York City public schools. She was the founding 
principal of the Frederick Douglass Academy, a public middle and high school that is operated like a private school primarily for 
disadvantaged inner city youth in Harlem.  
 

 She is the author of books and curriculum focusing on the role of leadership in developing better schools and successful 
students: The Monroe Doctrine: An ABC Guide to What Great Bosses Do and Nothing’s Impossible: Leadership Lessons from 
Inside and Outside the Classroom. Dr. Monroe founded the Lorraine Monroe Leadership Institute (LMLI) as an outgrowth of her 
work “to develop and support public school leaders who are committed to high achievement for all students and who view solid 
education as a necessity for transforming children’s lives.”
 

 Her philosophy of leadership is based on principles of uplift: “The job of the leader is to uplift her people - not just as members 
of and contributors to the organization, but as individuals of infi nite worth in their own right.”  As an educator, she believes in the 
importance of a personal and human touch: “As you rise in any walk of life, never forget the nervousness of your fi rst day—and 
how much you had to learn. You still do!”

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Lorraine Monroe in March!

Tentative Seminar Agenda*

This Mission is Possible: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students
Williamsburg Marriott | March 20-21, 2007
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Brisben Center agreed to host the event at their facility, offer a 
tour of the shelter to seminar participants, and provide us with 
coffee and danishes. Patricia Popp agreed to be our keynote 
speaker. The director of The Haven (domestic violence shel-
ter) agreed to discuss the link between domestic violence and 
homelessness for women and children. Our local food bank 
agreed to give us a tour of their facility and explain the services 
they provide. Stafford Schools Title I Coordinator and Spotsyl-
vania Schools Special Services Department agreed to cover the 
cost of lunch. Heavenly Ham agreed to reduce the cost of the 
lunch because of the nature of the training. 

This event was held in early October and was attended by 
50 participants from fi ve school divisions. Participants includ-
ed school social workers, guidance counselors, central offi ce 
administrators, truancy offi cers, support staff, teachers, school 
psychologists, and shelter staff. The response and feedback of 
participants has been overwhelmingly positive. Discussion has 
already begun regarding turning this into an annual event.

In Stafford Schools, this training was marketed as a “kick-
off” to a parental involvement initiative that was held on No-
vember 7, 2006. This initiative is a professional development 
activity in which school division personnel travel to areas of 
the community that primarily serve students who have been 
identifi ed as eligible for McKinney-Vento and /or Title I ser-
vices. In July 2006, CVS/pharmacy Stores donated a substan-
tial amount of household and toiletry items to Stafford County 
Schools to be given to children and families in need. School 
personnel distributed the items donated by CVS and used this 
opportunity to speak with parents face-to-face to promote pa-
rental involvement in the educational process. Information per-
taining to McKinney-Vento, school attendance, health care, the 
special education process, and community resources will be 
disseminated. The primary objective of this initiative is – you 
guessed it – to establish relationships. That’s what it’s all about.

There is a simple answer to the question, “How can we meet 
the needs of our children and youth experiencing homelessness?” 
The answer is: “It’s all about relationships!” At a micro level, 
relationships are critical among students, families, and school 
building personnel. At a macro level, relationships are critical 
among school division liaisons, homeless shelter directors, al-
lied community service providers, Title I coordinators, hotel 
management, and business leaders. Some would argue that sys-
tems are most effectively affected by relationships at the mi-
cro level. Others would argue that they are most affected at the 
macro level. Maybe both statements are true!

Stafford County Public Schools is moving beyond compli-
ance to McKinney-Vento by establishing relationships. Our 
efforts in the areas of community collaboration, professional 
development, and parental involvement demonstrate a commit-
ment to all our students.

In an effort to promote collaboration and effective commu-
nication between and among school divisions and local area 
homeless shelters in Planning District 16, I worked with Thur-
man Brisben Center, a local homeless shelter, to host quarterly 
meetings. Planning District 16 encompasses the Counties of 
Stafford, Spotsylvania, King George, Caroline, and the City of 
Fredericksburg. Through these quarterly meetings, our region 
has enhanced communication, shared resources, solved prob-
lems, and generated ideas. Most importantly, through our col-
laboration, we have formed relationships and established trust.  
Consequently, systems are more easily navigated in order to 
provide services effectively for families and children experi-
encing homelessness.

Through regular meetings and discussions, we decided to 
develop and facilitate a regional McKinney-Vento training for 
school personnel. In the spring of 2006, Spotsylvania Schools 
liaison, Lisa Dolan, and I began meeting to brainstorm and plan 
this event to be held in October. The shelter director at Thurman 

Congratulations to   Jill Belch 
of WT Cooke Elementary School in Virginia Beach

Outstanding Individual Working in a Program, Teacher Category
  National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth  Annual Awards

It’s All about Relationships
By Lisa J. VonDohlen

In Your Neighborhood
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Many families leave Virginia because they move in tem-
porarily with friends or relatives in DC or are able to obtain 
transitional housing there. The school of origin, then, is in Vir-
ginia and coordination is required to get the child to and from 
school each day. DC’s participation and partnership in serving 
these students is a positive change for families and schools. 

To read the resolution, go to the Board of Education site 
at www.k12.dc.us/dcps/boe/searesolutions.html and click on 
SR06-11, “Application for McKinney-Vento Funding.”

The Board of Education of the District of Columbia ad-
opted a resolution to reinstate their homeless education pro-
gram on January 17, 2006. In March, the District submitted 
an application to the US Department of Education (ED) for 
McKinney-Vento funding, which was approved. Since DC is 
one school district, their liaison, Deltonia Shropshire, is also 
the state coordinator. Northern Virginia school divisions have 
communicated with her and have scheduled regional meetings 
to collaborate on solutions for children and youth experienc-
ing homelessness.

In Your Neighborhood

Welcome Back, DC! 
District of Columbia Accepts McKinney-Vento Funding for 2006-07

ia Beach HOPE supplies the funding through a grant 
to make this after-school program available and the 
Seatack Recreation Center allows the use of their fa-
cility for free to run the recreation side of the program. 
In addition, there are several supplemental parts to the 
program of which participants can take advantage. 
Students from the local high school volunteer their 
time to assist the Anchor Club students with their aca-
demics. A volunteer from the SPCA  comes with her 
pet dog and reads with the students one-on-one. The 
students enjoy having that personal attention. The An-
chor Club students have also had volunteers from the 
Girl Scouts come and make crafts with them, as well 
as educational seminars on not smoking and staying 
healthy. These programs help foster positive thinking 
with at-risk youths.

This year the Anchor Club is proud to share their 
tutoring program with the United Methodist Church 
where another program that mirrors Anchor Club 
takes place. This program is called the CBC, Care 
by Community, and runs two days a week. The stu-
dents who participate in Anchor Club are invited to 
this extension program, making homework assistance 
and mentoring available to Cooke students four days 
a week. We are excited about both of these programs 
and truly believe they make a positive impact on the 
lives of our at-risk students. The kids love the pro-
gram too, claims Greg Anderson, principal of Cooke 
Elementary, who receives thank you cards and notes 
from students wanting to share their exuberance over 
the opportunities Anchor Club provides.

On any given day in Virginia Beach between Oc-
tober and March, there are over a 100 children liv-
ing in motels with their families. The children do not 
have anywhere to play or study. Parents have limited 
time to assist their children with homework due to 
other daily challenges. In addition, there are limita-
tions on the meals that their parents can provide in 
a hotel room. Several years ago, BJ McGrath, who 
coordinates the tutoring programs for the homeless 
education program, Project HOPE of Virginia Beach 
City Public Schools, provided a solution – a free after-
school program that included homework time, snacks 
and some play time to staff at W.T. Cooke Elementary 
School. The proposal spurred a collaboration among 
the at-risk committee, teachers, and eventually the lo-
cal recreation center and Kids Cafe of Southeastern 
Food Bank. Anchor Club became the program’s name 
since it was “anchoring academics.”

The Anchor Club, sponsored by Virginia Beach 
HOPE, targets homeless students who reside in hotels 
and motels at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront and at-
tend Cooke Elementary and provides an after-school 
program at no cost to families. Through the Anchor 
Club, children selected to participate receive super-
vised care, homework assistance, access to the Seatack 
Recreation Center, and hot nutritional meals two days 
a week. The Anchor Club works in collaboration with 
Virginia Beach HOPE and the Seatack Recreation 
Center to provide hope, safety, self-esteem, confi-
dence and improved academic performance, helping 
to “anchor” students for a lifetime of success. Virgin-

Virginia Beach Anchor Club
By Jill Belch, 3rd grade teacher
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Imagine educating 54 students with your back to them and 
only a small mirror to check on their progress. That is the 
job of school bus drivers! Homeless education liaisons rely 
on creative district transportation coordinators to pick up 
and deliver children around complicated living and family 
situations. The drivers are responsible for keeping everyone 
orderly and safe, regardless of each child’s personal circum-
stances. The Newport News Public Schools (NNPS) Depart-
ment of Transportation is developing an effective discipline 
model to make the bus drivers’ job more manageable. As part 
of this effort, the transportation department is participating 
with fi ve Newport News schools (Crittenden Middle School, 
Gildersleeve Middle School, Passage Middle School, Dozier 
Middle School, and South Morrison Elementary School) in 
the Virginia Department of Education Effective Schoolwide 
Discipline (ESD) priority project in conjunction with Old Do-
minion University and W&M T/TAC. The ESD project is a 
multi-layered proactive model that views discipline as an op-
portunity to teach new behaviors. 

The Director of Transportation, Frank Labrecque, along 
with his ESD team (planning coordinator, James Bryant; 
Safety and Training Coordinator, Linda Hamilton; Key Bus 
Driver’ Zorina Williams, and Area Managers, Beverly Young, 
Ellen Charles, and Renee Robinson), are partnering with these 
fi ve schools to establish a clear set of positively stated ex-
pectations for appropriate behaviors, prevention strategies 
that include teaching the expected behaviors, a continuum of 
procedures for encouraging these behaviors, and methods for 
on-going data collection and analysis. The transportation de-
partment thinks of the buses as mobile classrooms that teach 
appropriate behavior. The department examines behavior by 
considering the ‘quality of the transportation services’ and 
how this relates to student behavior. 

The following are the ESD steps translated by Mr. Bryant 
and his ESD team from a schoolwide discipline model to an 
“effective buswide discipline” model. It should be noted that 
Mr. Bryant and his team are charting new territory since typi-
cally such programs are designed for schools.

Step 1: Secure administrative support. 
This step was already established through the enthusiastic 
support and coordination of Jacob Wilson, Program Adminis-
trator, and Frank Labrecque, Director of Transportation.

Step 2: Form a leadership team. 
Because ESD is a long-term initiative (3-5 years), this step 
involves creating a leadership team to guide and direct the 
process of implementation and is representative of the stake-
holders. 

Step 3: Examine the practices that presently exist. 
Align current positive behavior interventions with the ESD 

policies and procedures to make a “good fi t.”

The transportation department already provides intensive 
professional development and coaching to the bus drivers em-
bedded within a multi-layer team structure of school-based 
and division-wide bus problem-solving teams led by “key 
bus drivers” who support and help each other problem solve 
around challenging behaviors and issues. Educating the teams 
and getting buy-in from the bus drivers for ESD can occur 
through these already established teams. 

Step 4: Collect and analyze data. 
Mr. Bryant and his team assessed the baseline data concern-
ing types of discipline issues, called “bus referrals,” including 
when, where, and on what buses they occurred; the experience 
of that bus driver; the length of the bus routes; the number of 
students on the bus; and the number of times a student was 
referred. A new school bus disciplinary or intervention form 
was developed to assist the bus drivers in dealing with day-to-
day problems. These forms are completed and discussed with 
the “key bus drivers” before an action is taken. The Incident 
Referral Form, which is turned into the schools, is also being 
changed in collaboration with the school-based teams and co-
ordinating team.

After the initial data were collected and analyzed, Mr. 
Bryant and his team brainstormed ways that problems on the 
buses could be addressed. Solutions included shortening bus 
routes where the majority of problems occurred, mentoring 
for less experienced bus drivers, placing the most experienced 
bus drivers on the most challenging buses. Other proactive 
strategies that the team discussed included the importance of 
establishing positive relationships between driver and riders, 
focusing on teaching appropriate student behaviors instead of 
relying too heavily on the use of punishment, greeting each 
child by name, creating a system for organizing seating ar-
rangements, and creating a few clear rules. 

Step 5: Create an action plan to include a positive rein-
forcement systems to encourage appropriate behaviors. 
The ESD team is in the process of planning additional profes-
sional development to address increasing positive reinforce-
ment for appropriate behaviors and well as ways to share data 
with the bus drivers. 

The Newport News Transportation Department ESD team 
believes that appropriate behaviors need to be taught and that 
NNPS, in actuality, has 414 mobile classrooms and 399 mo-
bile teachers. What an opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of students!  

*Denyse Doerries is a Behavior Specialist and Co Director 
of the Training and Technical Assistance Center, College of 
William and Mary.

Bus Drivers Leave No Child Behind
By Denyse Doerries, Ph.D.*



Project HOPE Publications Maximum 
Order* Quantity

Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250
Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 150
McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25
McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25
Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs *** ***
Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse Door                  NEW Summer 2006! 25
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 25
Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know About Special Education and 
Homelessness

25

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and Shelters 25
Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 25
Questions and Answers on Homeless Education                   25
School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore 25
Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  25
Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students 25
What Educators Can Do 25
 Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools *** ***
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5                                            Revised Fall 2006! ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School                           Revised Fall 2006! ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School                             ---

All publications are available on our web site www.wm.edu/hope 
They are not copyrighted and can be copied with appropriate reference to Proj-
ect HOPE-Virginia.

*For larger quantities, contact Project HOPE-Virginia

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

E-mail

Materials Order 
Form

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988 Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary 
 P O Box 8795 
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

Fall 06 News



Information Briefs

Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse 
Door Provides enrollment personnel with tips on identifying 
and serving families experiencing homelessness during the 
enrollment process. 

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About 
Special Education and Homelessness Provides educators 
with tips on supporting families experiencing homelessness 
through the special education process. 

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to 
Know About Special Education and Homelessness Provides 
families experiencing homelessness and service providers 
who work with these families with an overview of the special 
education process and tips for working through the process. 

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families 
and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families and shelter 
providers can encourage the development of young children 
and become aware of potential concerns. It provides resources 
and strategies to assist when delays are observed. 

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness Provides educators with 
information, resources, and strategies for supporting families 
with young children who are experiencing homelessness and 
may have special needs.

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education Answers basic 
questions regarding the educational needs of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness. It is a useful resource for 
school administrators.  Revised Fall 2005

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines  
research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions to 
provide health care to students experiencing homelessness. 

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School Success 
for Students Experiencing Homelessness This brief 
offers concrete suggestions that school social workers may 

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our web site and copied with appropriate reference to Project 
HOPE-Virginia. 
The Project HOPE-Virginia web site contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing homelessness, 
as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 
audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 
homelessness. (Revised Spring 2006!)

fi nd  helpful when assisting a family who is experiencing 
homelessness. Currently under revision to include all student 
support services.

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores  resiliency 
with suggestions for ways to nurture this protective factor. 

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides suggestions 
for meeting the needs of highly mobile students at the division 
level, school level, and classroom level. 

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of 
homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome 
and support homeless students in the classroom. 

Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation
Available online as a searchable database at http://www.fcps.
edu/cpsapps/connections/. Extends through 8th grade in most 
subject areas. 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Kindergarten Through 
Grade 5 Summarizes the standards for grades K through 5 
in easy-to-understand terms. This document was prepared 
to offer parents and non-educators a quick reference to the 
content students must master at each grade level. Includes 
parent and student resources. Revised Fall 2006

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources. 
Revised Fall 2006

 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources.
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The 18th annual conference of the National Association for 
the Education of Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY) 
was held in Little Rock, Arkansas at the Peabody Hotel, 
November 11-14, 2006. The conference, Building Futures 
Through Education, provided concurrent sessions on a range 
of topics affecting the education of children and youth experi-
encing homelessness – early childhood education, services for 
those not in the care of parents or guardians, legislation, stu-
dent achievement, collaboration with other federal programs 
– as well as research, evaluation, planning and development. 
The conference program, which includes descriptions of all 
presentations is available at www.naehcy.org. Later this fall, 
resources, handouts, and presentations provided by conference 
speakers will also be available at the NAEHCY web site. 

In addition to areas listed above, Casey Family Programs, 
the largest national foundation whose sole mission is to pro-
vide and improve – and ultimately prevent the need for – fos-
ter care, provided the funding to include a child welfare track. 
The Seattle-based foundation was established in 1966 by 
United Parcel Service (UPS) founder, Jim Casey, and his fam-
ily. Kathleen McNaught, American Bar Association’s Center 
on Children and the Law, coordinated the presentations and 
speakers. The relationship between the child welfare sys-
tem and homelessness is complex and varied. Children from 
homes with housing problems are more likely to be in foster 
care than children without housing instability. Additionally, 
youth aging out of the child welfare system are confronted 
with the harsh reality of the gap between the wages they are 
able to earn and the cost of housing, as well as lack of sup-
port systems. As a result, many of these young people become 
homeless. Once in foster care, children and youth face many 
of the same educational barriers as children and youth experi-
encing homelessness, including high rates of mobility, lack of 
required documentation for enrollment, and social, emotional, 
and psychological upheaval. In response, a growing number 
of states have adopted, or are seeking to adopt, McKinney-
Vento-like protections for children and youth in foster care. 
Virginia passed SB 1006 in 2005 to address the needs of stu-
dents in care.

Keynote speakers discussed their work in education and 
shared personal stories about their backgrounds in poverty. 
Robert Barr, author and educator, spoke of the changing world 
today’s students will be entering. “The future is not what it 
used to be,” he reminded listeners. An adult needs more than 
a high school diploma to make it in a world of machines and 
technology. 

Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach, a regular presenter at Project 
HOPE-Virginia seminars and an expert on the use of technol-

ogy in the classroom, spoke about the ability of technology to 
bridge the gap children experiencing homelessness face among 
their peers in more affl uent and stable families. The traditional 
classroom requires a body of knowledge and established skills 
that are not easy for highly mobile students and those in high 
poverty to acquire. Technology can equalize the opportunities 
for children and youth in poverty because it enables them to 
use their skills and creativity to solve problems.

The annual conference offers its share of inspiration, as well 
as education. In addition to the sessions packed with useful 
information for serving students and families, the NAEHCY 
annual awards were presented to recognize excellence, lead-
ership, and service in homeless education. Jill Belch, a teach-
er at W.T. Cooke Elementary in Virginia Beach City Public 
Schools, won the award for Outstanding Individual Working 
in a Program in the Teacher category. Ms. Belch teaches third 
grade and also coordinates The Anchor Club, an after school 
program, for children living in poverty (see story page 5). She 
spoke of the inspiration she received from Greg Anderson, 
principal of Cooke Elementary, from colleagues like Sheryl 
Nussbaum-Beach who serve as mentors, and from the stu-
dents who participate in the program and are gaining access to 
adult mentors, play time, and socialization.

In addition, NAEHCY pays tribute to the winners of schol-
arships from the LeTendre Education Fund for Homeless 
Students. LeTendre scholars win an expense-paid trip to the 
conference and an opportunity to address conference attend-
ees during the award ceremony. Most of all, they are able to 
share their experiences with each other, creating a network of 
support that contributes to their success in future pursuits. The 
LeTendre Fund was established by Mary Jean LeTendre, for-
mer Director of Compensatory Education for the US Depart-
ment of Education, in honor of her husband André. Each year, 
the Fund awards scholarships to students who have experi-
enced homelessness and who have demonstrated academic 
achievement. The LeTendre Fund is administered jointly by 
NAEHCY and the LeTendre family. Students who have ex-
perienced or who are experiencing homelessness are eligible 
to apply. The scholarship can be used to pay for expenses in-
curred in pursuit of education. For more information, please 
visit: www.naehcy.org/about_letendre. The deadline for sub-
mission is in September each year.

The 2007 NAEHCY conference will be held in Portland, 
Oregon at the Portland Convention Center. The Lloyd Center 
Doubletree will serve as the conference hotel. The two facili-
ties are 6 blocks apart, or a short ride on MAX light rail. Keep 
watching the NAEHCY web site for details. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

Building Futures Through Education
By Jodi Mincemoyer
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New Briefs
 The following additions join Best Practices in Homeless 
Education series:

Determining Eligibility for Rights and Services under the 
McKinney-Vento Act offers step-by-step guidance on de-
termining homelessness among children and youth and 
provides a framework for examining each child’s living 
arrangement on a case-by-case basis.
Prompt and Proper Placement: Enrolling Students with-
out Records offers teachers, school counselors, and other 
school personnel valuable tools and information to assist 
in making sound educational placements for students ex-
periencing homelessness.
Immigrant and Homeless: Information for Local Liai-
sons   
Immigrant and Homeless: Information for School District 
Title III Programs and Community Agencies. 

 The immigrant briefs discuss methods for determining 
eligibility among immigrant and refugee families for McK-
inney-Vento services along with suggestions for supporting 
the integration of immigrant and refugee students into US 
schools.

NCHE Training Resources on the Web
 In response to requests from the homeless education fi eld, 
NCHE is adding to the training resources available through 
its web site. NCHE’s Training Resources web page now in-
cludes:

Homeless Education Issue Briefs: Several series of home-
less education issue briefs, including Best Practices in 
Homeless Education, Connecting Schools and Displaced 
Students, and McKinney-Vento Law Into Practice

Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit: A compre-
hensive resource for local liaisons

McKinney-Vento Online Training Presentations: Online 
audiovisual training presentations on homeless education 
topics such as collaboration with Title I, enrollment, and 
information for parents

PowerPoint Presentations for Downloading: Created by 
NCHE staff and national partners, these PowerPoint pre-
sentations can be downloaded and customized for local 
and state trainings

State Coordinator’s Handbook: A comprehensive resource 
for State Coordinators for Homeless Education

Responding to Disaster
In response to the devastation caused by the 2005 Gulf 

Coast hurricanes, NCHE has created a new series of briefs 
and handbooks entitled Connecting Schools and Displaced 
Students. The series currently includes four handbooks and 
three briefs, all tailored for different audiences including re-
lief agencies, parents, and educators, and crafted with special 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

attention to groups such as youth on their own.

Handbooks
 The Connecting Schools and Displaced Students series 
currently includes the following handbooks:

After the Storm: Information for Parents on How Schools 
Can Help After Disasters (A Handbook for Parents) 
Disaster Relief Agencies and Schools: Working Together 
to Ensure School Enrollment and Success (A Handbook 
for Local Liaisons and State Coordinators) 
From the School Offi ce to the Classroom: Strategies 
for Enrolling and Supporting Students Experiencing 
Homelessness (A Handbook for Local Liaisons, Enroll-
ment Staff, and District Administrators) 
School as a Safety Net: Connecting Displaced Children 
With Educational and Support Services (A Handbook for 
Relief Agency Staff and Volunteers)

The handbooks, available in hard copy or electronic for-
mat, explain how the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act applies to students displaced by disaster and how the Act 
can assist displaced students and their families.  

Briefs
The briefs in the Connecting Schools and Displaced Stu-

dents series also explain how the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act applies to students displaced by disaster and 
how the Act can assist displaced students and their families. 
The following briefs make up the series: 

Meeting the Educational Needs of Students Displaced by 
Disasters: Youth on Their Own 
What Relief Agencies Should Know About the Education-
al Rights of Children Displaced by Disasters 
What School District Administrators Should Know About 
the Educational Rights of Children Displaced by Disasters

In addition, two publications on the topic of serving stu-
dents during natural disasters will be available through NCHE 
during winter 2006. In Their Own Words: Schools and Stu-
dents Rising Above, was designed to provide educators, fami-
lies, policy-makers, and the broader community a window 
into the daily challenges and triumphs of schools and students 
affected by the Gulf Coast hurricanes of 2005. It shares the 
personal stories of liaisons, school administrators, relief agen-
cy staff, school counselors, and students. 

A McKinney-Vento Toolbox: Constructing a Robust and 
Rigorous McKinney-Vento Program, In Case of Disaster and 
Every Day. The toolbox provides detailed, hands-on resourc-
es to assist school districts in implementing every phase of a 
strong McKinney-Vento program. Both publications will be 
available through NCHE’s web site at www.serve.org/nche.

To download any of the items mentioned above, visit www.
serve.org/nche/products.php.

•
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 By Christina Dukes, National Center for Homeless Education

New Resources from NCHE
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                    PROJECT HOPE STAFF

State Coordinator Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Grants Administrator Jodi Mincemoyer
Research Assistants Selena M. Joy
 Jessica Murray

PROJECT HOPE ADVISORY BOARD

Gregory Anderson, Virginia Beach City Public 
Schools
Cynthia Cave, Virginia Department of Education
Shady Clark, Virginia Department of Education
Kelly Davis,Transitions Family Violence Services
Albert Falcioni, Harrisonburg City Public Schools
Rhonda Ford, Miriam’s House
Mary Herrington, Richmond Regional Homeless 
Education Program
Cheryl Hiett, Prince William County Public Schools
Karen LaBonte, Norfolk City Public Schools
Susan Miller (interim for Gregory Sutton), Arlington 
County Public Schools

Upcoming Events
National Title I Conference 

January 27-30, 2007             Long Beach, CA

National Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators

NCLB: Today‛s Challenges, 
Tomorrow‛s Opportunities

March 11-14, 2007                   Washington, DC

Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar
March 20-21, 2007          Williamsburg, VA

see page 3 and our web site

Shining Stars
Charting the Future for Today‛s Children

July 11-13, 2007       Virginia Beach, VA
Deadline for Proposals March 2, 2007

 LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 2007
www.naehcy.org

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

November 10-13, 2007              Portland, OR
www.naehcy.org

EXTRA MILE AWARD 2006

Nominations may be submitted for individuals or 
organizations who have demonstrated a high 

level of commitment to meeting the 
educational needs of children and youth 

experiencing homelessness. 
There may be multiple recipients 

selected for recognition. 

The criteria used in choosing recipients, nomi-
nation packet and bios of past recipients are 
available on our web site or by contacting 

Project HOPE-Virginia.

Deadline for nominations 5:00 p.m. 
February 28, 2007

In 2007, Congress will begin the process of reauthoriz-
ing the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), 
now called the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). This 
includes the McKinney-Vento Act, Title X, Part C of 
NCLB. The reauthorization process will involve hearings 
on all aspects of the legislation. This is an opportunity for 
those working in the fi eld to provide input to Congress on 
the issues and challenges involved in serving children ex-
periencing homelessness with the McKinney-Vento Act. 
In preparing for reauthorization, the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth 
(NAEHCY), in collaboration with national partners, has 
conducted focus groups to comment on various aspects 
of McKinney-Vento. The data and input gathered from 
those conversations will inform NAEHCY’s requests to 
Congress for reauthorization. You can follow this pro-
cess on the NAEHCY web site at www.naehcy.org and 
provide input on your experiences, challenges, and suc-
cesses. Barbara Duffi eld, Policy Director for NAEHCY, 
will present information about reauthorization during the 
HOPE Seminar in March (see page 3).

McKinney-Vento Reauthorization 
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DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, 
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals, 
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or 
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
·  In the above conditions and is a mi-

gratory child or youth. 
*To determine homelessness, consider 
the permanence and adequacy of the liv-
ing situation.

WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?
Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 
list, have questions related to the education 
of homeless children and youth, or would like 
additional information, brochures, posters, or 
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 
 (877) 455-3412 
Phone:  (757) 221-4002 
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-Mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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Register for the HOPE Seminar 
by January 22, 2007 
at the early bird rate 

on our web site. See page 3 for 
more details.


