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From the Desk of the State Coordinator

Extra Mile Award
Nominate the people and

programs who have
made a difference!

Nomination materials are available on our
website.

This fall certainly has been busy, but rewarding! We have conducted
four regional liaison trainings throughout Virginia that included homeless
education liaisons and other school division staff, as well as community
representatives. These workshops have evolved over the last few years
to be more discussion oriented as all participants have gained a deeper
understanding of the No Child Left Behind legislation and can address
challenges and the solutions that have worked at the local level. This is
a clear indicator that educators are more aware of the students they
serve who are homeless and are developing programs and procedures
that will work within their communities.

Planning for our March 7-8, 2005 Seminar, Opening Doors and
Minds: Ensuring Educational Access and Success, is progressing
nicely and promises to be another vehicle for improving outreach and
services to meet the educational needs of this special population. We
are accepting proposals to present or exhibit. The forms are avail-
able on our website and the deadline has been extended. Registration
information will be available in December.

Virginia was well represented during the October Conference for
the National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and
Youth in St. Paul, Minnesota. From attendees, to presenters, to LeTendre
Scholar, Dominique Pollard, (see page 3) who spoke eloquently about
homelessness and the importance of education, efforts that have been
successful in Virginia were shared with others and we, in turn, identified
new strategies and resources that are working around the country.

It is hard to believe that the flurry of back-to-school activities has
ended and a new flurry of holiday tasks await us all! Amidst this time
known for its long list of “to-do’s,” I hope you will include two items: (1)
time to renew and refuel yourself, and (2) time to consider how you
might do something extra special for a child or youth without a perma-
nent home. We each have our own ways to address the first item, such
as traveling to a new location, walking through a museum or the woods,
baking cookies, reading a book (for fun!), and a plethora of other ac-
tions, depending upon our personalities. Schools, shelters, and many com-
munity programs have wish lists that can guide your choices for the
second item. By asking what is needed, you can have greater assurance
that your effort will make a difference.

The entire staff at Project HOPE-Virginia wishes you, your
families, and the families and children you serve a joyful holiday
season and a new year full of promise!
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The United States Department of Education will request in-
formation about the incidence of homelessness in local school
divisions for the 2004–05 school year. The format will be
the same as that used for 2003–04. Superintendents and
local homeless education liaisons will receive more detail in
the near future. Since identification of students as homeless
in school data systems is relatively new, the following ques-
tions may assist localities in developing procedures that in-
crease the accuracy of the data Virginia reports.

Who should be identified?
While the McKinney-Vento Act provides a definition for chil-
dren and youth who should be considered homeless, there
continue to be cases where determining homelessness is
unclear. When this occurs, please contact the Project HOPE-
Virginia (HOPE) office. Identifying trends experienced by
local school divisions will help us provide additional techni-
cal assistance.

Here are a few questions that have arisen:
• If a teen chooses to live with an older sibling or relative

with parental permission, should he/she be considered
homeless?

Not usually. A student should not be identified as home-
less if the housing arrangement is by choice, rather than
the lack of a regular, fixed, and adequate nighttime resi-
dence. However, youth who are runaways or are not
allowed to return to the family’s home are unaccompa-
nied youth under McKinney-Vento and should be con-
sidered homeless. (Appendix S of the Homeless Educa-
tion Liaison Toolkit, available at our website, includes
resources for serving unaccompanied youth.)

• Up to what age must a school division serve a student
under McKinney-Vento?

The McKinney-Vento Act does not define an age range
for educating students; therefore, the ages for public
education within a state should be applied. Virginia Code,
Section 22.1-253.13:4 (C) states, “Each local school
board shall provide notification of the right to a free
public education for students who have not reached 20
years of age on or before August 1 of the school year,
pursuant to Chapter 1 (§ 22.1-1 et seq.) of this title, to
the parent of students who fail to graduate or who have
failed to achieve the number of verified units of credit
required for graduation as provided in the standards of
accreditation.” Under the Individuals With Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA), students with disabilities who
have not graduated from high school have the right to a
public school education to age 21, inclusive.

• Are all families that share housing considered home-
less?

Identifying Children and Youth Experiencing Homeless:
A Responsibility for School Divisions

No. Families that are living in doubled-up settings must
meet the definition’s requirement that the living situa-
tion is due to a loss of housing or other economic hard-
ship. Families that live together due to cultural prefer-
ence, to save money, or to pool resources to provide a
larger/nicer home than would be possible if living indi-
vidually should not be considered homeless. Questions
that may assist in making the determination of
homelessness in such situations include the following:

What would you do if you had more money? (Is a
home of their own selected or is some other use for
the money identified?)

Where would you go if you could not live here? (“We
would rent our own place” is very different from
“There isn’t anywhere to go – maybe we would have
to stay in the car.”)

How can school divisions ensure they have an effective sys-
tem for identification established?
The following questions were developed by Dr. Ray Morley,
Iowa State Coordinator for the Education of Homeless Chil-
dren and Youth, to determine whether a system is in place.
Has the school division:

1. Adopted a definition of homelessness for educational
purposes?

2. Published this definition so students, parents, staff, and
the community know what homelessness means?

3. Identified a homeless education liaison to which every-
one will report?

4. Identified a process for reporting homelessness that all
people in the community can use?

5. Developed a method to record in a database all students
identified as homeless?

To assist localities in meeting the requirements of questions
1 and 2, posters and family brochures have been developed
by HOPE that include the definition of homelessness. A sup-
ply is provided to each liaison at the beginning of the school
year. Additional copies may be requested at any time (see
the order form in this newsletter). To address question 3, all
Virginia school divisions have identified liaisons since the
fall of 2002. The names and contact information of all liai-
sons in the commonwealth can be found at the HOPE
website under “Virginia Resources.” Answers to questions
4 and 5 will vary by locality. Liaisons should work with
their data collection staff in the school division to determine
what procedures will be most appropriate for ensuring the
homeless flag is marked in the student record collection that
is reported to the Virginia Department of Education. Addi-
tional technical assistance is available by contacting the HOPE
office.
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In Your Neighborhood

When you think of the word, “homeless,” what comes
to mind? It is a question that seems easy to answer. When
I was fourteen years old, that word became a drastic real-
ization. I did not know that word personally until then. I
thought it meant thieves, hobos, just down right dirty dis-
gusting human beings. I did not know any better. I did not
know it could be loving families with little children or teen-
aged mothers trying to do so much at such a young age…

I was so worried about where I was living that I for-
got about everything else. My social life dwindled. No
longer was I the outgoing happy Dominique going to the
movies with friends. I was now the lonely hermit crab
hiding inside my shell, occasionally peeking out. Then we
found something better... I wasn’t exactly thrilled about
moving to a new city but I adapted quickly...

Homelessness was not what I expected... To my
mother, homelessness was not an excuse for anything.
My mother believes school should be the first priority on
the list because without a proper education there is only
so far you can go in life.

Before I moved to the Haven, my grades were any-
thing but consistent. I made A’s and B’s in one class and
then D’s and E’s in another. The Haven House staff en-
couraged us to do better in school, sometimes offering us
incentives. This made getting good grades fun. Everybody
loves receiving recognition for their work. Sometimes that
recognition, alone, was just enough to make you want to
keep doing better.

I was often offended when people referred to me as
being homeless. Why? I do not know. It is what I was – h-
o-m-e-l-e-s-s. When you break it down it sounds rather
harmless. I don’t feel offended anymore. That word
changed my life. I met people that I never would have
met if not for being homeless. As a result of being home-
less and moving to Norfolk, I discovered how dedicated I
can be to my school work. My grades are much better
and I owe it to being homeless. I was recently invited to
join my school’s award winning Varsity choir and the de-
bate team. Those offers convinced me that school doesn’t
always have to be all work and no play. School can be fun
and challenging all at the same time.

Not Another Bad Homeless Experience*
By Dominique Pollard, LeTendre Scholar

I found what America is made of through my experiences.
I found opportunities and a chance to do things I ordinarily
would not be able to do. This scholarship will give me a
chance to explore a future career, a chance to earn an
honest living, a chance to have a successful life, and a
chance to lose my fear of becoming homeless ever again.

My experience with homelessness was not some dev-
astating disaster. My experience was six months of wish-
ing I was living with my grandma instead of five families
that I did not know. It was relocating to a new city, with
new schools, and new friends. I still would not, however,
change my time being homeless for anything.

In March 2004, Roanoke City Public Schools Home-
less Program established a partnership with Blue Ridge
Behavioral Healthcare (BRBH), the local community ser-
vices board, and the YWCA to offer a daily therapeutic
afterschool program on weekdays. The students receive
individual and group counseling on site at the YWCA, pro-
vided by master’s level therapists. The students also par-
ticipate in recreational and social activities during their time
of transition. Sereina Paynter, Coordinator of Children’s
Day Treatment (BRBH), and Paula Coker-Jones, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the YWCA organize the program to
create a supportive and nurturing environment.

Sharon Lawrence, a Roanoke City Public Schools
teacher, was recently hired to tutor students at the after
school program. In addition, she will be providing individual
and group tutoring to students in Roanoke City shelters.
Philip Powers, another new member of the Homeless Pro-
gram, mentors male students who are living in the regional
shelters. Sharon and Philip will provide support groups on
topics such as living in a shelter, social skills, problem solv-
ing, self-esteem building, and anger management.

Culture Club is another collaborative effort between
Roanoke City Public Schools and Pat Wilhelms, Education
Coordinator of Mill Mountain Theatre. The Club was de-
veloped to offer students and families experiencing
homelessness an opportunity to attend live theatre perfor-
mances and participate in talk back sessions with the ac-
tors. Last year, students saw Christmas Cup and School
House Rock. Currently, the project is working on its third
Culture Club event, which will feature Seussical.

Roanoke City Public Schools
Homeless Program

By Malora Horn, McKinney-Vento Grant Coordinator

* These are excerpts from the essay submitted by the author for the
LeTendre Education Fund for Homeless Students, which was
awarded October 17, 2004. See page 4.



Virginia’s Children:
2004 Reports

Two well-known child advocacy groups, the Annie E. Casey Foundation
(publishers of KIDS COUNT) and the Child Welfare League of America,
have released their data sets online for public use. These organizations com-
pile national, state, and local statistics on such topics as child abuse and ne-
glect, child poverty, and education. Some Virginia highlights include:

Well-Being
• For 2001, Virginia ranked 14th out of the 50 states on 10 Key Indica-

tors of Child Well-Being. Indicators included statistics such as child
death rate, teen death rate, dropout rate, percent of children in pov-
erty, and percent of children in single parent families.1

Poverty:
• A family of 3 receiving only Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-

lies (TANF) and food stamps in Virginia was 48% below the federal
poverty guideline.1

• In March 2003, 31,119 families in Virginia received TANF, a 3% in-
crease from March 2002.2

• During 2003 in Virginia, the fair market rent was $821 per month for a
two-bedroom apartment. At the hourly minimum wage of $5.15, the
cost of rent would be 100% of a worker’s monthly income.2

Education:
• There was no change in the percentage of teenagers aged 16-19 who

dropped out of high school in Virginia between 1996 and 2001, holding
at 8% compared to 9% nationally for the year 2001.1

• In 2001, the percent of Virginia teenagers between 16-19 who neither
attended school nor worked was 7% compared to a national 8%. Vir-
ginia experienced no change from 1996 to 2001.1

• In 2003, 31% of Virginia’s 4th graders and 21% of 8th graders scored
below basic reading level on The National Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP). Nationally, 38% of 4th graders and 28% of 8th grad-
ers did not meet the criteria for basic reading level.1

• In 2003, 17% of 4th graders and 28% of 8th graders scored below
basic math level on The National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP). This compared to 24% of 4th graders and 33% of 8th grad-
ers nationally who did not perform at basic math level.1

The data for the Child Welfare League of America can be found online at
http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/statefactsheets/statefactsheets04.htm. The
KIDS COUNT data are available at http://www.aecf.org/kidscount/databook.
By using the CLIKS feature (County-City-Community Level Information on
Kids) at the bottom of the page, particular city or county data can be found.

Established in 1998 in memory of
André E. LeTendre, husband of Mary
Jean LeTendre, former Director of
Compensatory Education for the U.S.
Department of Education, the LeTendre
Education Fund for Homeless Children
provides scholarship assistance to stu-
dents who are homeless or have expe-
rienced homelessness. Each year, a
minimum of two scholarships is
awarded to students who have experi-
enced homelessness and who demon-
strate above average academic achieve-
ment. The scholarships are a one time
award of $1000 that can be used for
college tuition, application fees, books,
prep courses, visits to prospective col-
leges, or other educational expenses.

This year, one of the awards went
to Dominique Pollard, a student from
Norfolk, VA, whose family became
homeless three years ago when she was
fourteen. The ordeal brought change to
many aspects of Dominique’s life, in-
cluding a new school, a new city, and
living with strangers, but she views the
experience as a positive force that put
her education in perspective. A case
worker from the shelter where Domi-
nique lived described her as “nurtur-
ing, kindhearted, and patient.” She as-
sisted with the younger children in the
shelter, acting as a big sister and guide
through their difficult transition. Ex-
cerpts from her award winning essay
appear on page 3.

The LeTendre scholarships are
awarded each year at the annual con-
ference of the National Association for
the Education of Homeless Children and
Youth. Information about the scholar-
ship fund, including an application, its
history, and past winners, is available
at the organization’s website
www.naehcy.org. To make a donation
to the fund, visit the website or con-
tact Barbara Duffield at 202.364.7392
or bduffield@naehcy.org.  The 2005
deadline for submissions will be in Sep-
tember.

LeTendre Education Fund
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Summarized by Sarah Bratton
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1. The Annie E. Casey Foundation. (2004). Profile for Virginia. Retrieved October
14, 2004, from http://www.aecf.org/cgi-bin/kc.cgi?action=profile&area=Virginia

2. Child Welfare League of America (2004). Virginia’s children 2004. Retrieved Octo-
ber 14, 2004, from http://www.cwla.org/advocacy/statefactsheets/2004/virginia.pdf



* For larger quantities contact Project HOPE-Virginia
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All publications are available on our website
 http://www.wm.edu/hope

They are not copyrighted and can be copied with
appropriate reference to Project HOPE-Virginia.

Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary
 P O Box 8795
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988
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Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250

Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 100

McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25

McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs ***          ***

Special Education and Homelessness For Educators 25

Special Education and Homelessness For Families and Shelters 25

Early Childhood Special Education For Families and Shelters 25

Early Childhood Special Education For Educators 25

Questions and Answers 25

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link 25

School Nurses: It is Not Just Bandages Anymore REVISED Fall 2004! 25

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth 10

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Children REVISED Winter 2004! 25

What Educators Can Do REVISED Winter 2004! 25

Standards of Learning Support ***          ***

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation 1

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School 10

Project HOPE Publications Quantity
 Requested

Maximum
Order*

Materials Order Form



Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores
resiliency with suggestions for ways to nurture this
protective factor.

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides
suggestions for meeting the needs of highly mobile
students at the division level, school level, and classroom
level. Revised Spring 2004

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of
homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome
and support homeless students in the classroom. Revised
Spring 2004

Standards of Learning Support

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature
Correlation  Provides a listing of more than 700 children’s
books with the SOL that the content addresses. A process
for nominating additional books is included. (Updated to
match the revised standards, Summer 2003.)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (K-5) Summarizes the
standards for grades K through 5 in easy-to-understand
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and
non-educators a quick reference to the content students
must master at each grade level. Educators also may find
the one-page per grade level format useful. (Revised
Summer 2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (Middle School)
Summarizes the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-
to-understand terms. This document was prepared to offer
parents and non-educators a quick reference to the content
students must master at each grade level.  (Revised Summer
2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (High School)
Summarizes the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-
to-understand terms. This document was prepared to offer
parents and non-educators a quick reference to the content
students must master at each grade level. (Revised Summer
2003)

Information Briefs
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know

About Special Education and Homelessness Provides
educators with tips on supporting families experiencing
homelessness through the special education process.

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need
to Know About Special Education and Homelessness
Provides families experiencing homelessness and service
providers who work with these families with an overview of
the special education process and tips for working through
the process.

 Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for
Families and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families
and shelter providers can encourage the development of
young children and become aware of potential concerns. It
provides resources and strategies to assist when delays
are observed.

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young
Children Experiencing Homelessness Provides
educators with information, resources, and strategies for
supporting families with young children who are
experiencing homelessness and may have special needs.

Questions and Answers for Supporting the Academic
Success of Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness Answers basic questions regarding the
educational needs of children and youth experiencing
homelessness. It is a useful resource for school
administrators.

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines
research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions
to provide health care to students experiencing
homelessness. Revised Fall 2004

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School
Success for Students Experiencing Homelessness
Offers concrete suggestions that school social workers may
find  helpful when assisting a family who is experiencing
homelessness.

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our website and copied with appropriate reference to
Project HOPE-Virginia.
The Project HOPE-Virginia website contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing
homelessness, as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing

homelessness. The brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be
accessed for additional support.

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and
chapters, audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students
experiencing homelessness. (Revised Winter 2003)



Prior research suggested that children who experienced
homelessness encountered higher rates of mobility, grade
retention, poorer academic achievement, and more nega-
tive school experiences which might lead to negative atti-
tudes about school than their housed peers. Studies that
compared the intellectual skills of children who formerly
experienced homelessness with children from low socio-
economic backgrounds found no significant differences.
Rafferty, Shinn, & Weitzman (2004) observed that this
research did not answer questions regarding whether aca-
demic performance of children would deviate from their
peers before their families experienced homelessness and
whether academic performance would “recover” after the
families were returned to permanent housing. To address
such issues, these researchers conducted a longitudinal
study to explore the relationship between homelessness
and achievement.

Rafferty, Shinn, and Weitzman designed their study
with two purposes. The first purpose was to compare the
school experiences and intellectual functioning of formerly
homeless adolescents with their housed peers from low
socioeconomic backgrounds in New York. The second
purpose was to compare academic achievement in read-
ing and math before, during, and after the period of
homelessness with the academic achievement of perma-
nently housed peers.

Data were collected for the years 1986-1994. Inter-
views were conducted with adolescents and their moth-
ers. Adolescents were asked to describe their attitudes
toward school and their educational plans for the future.
Mothers were asked about their housing history since their
first contact with the study and the quality of their children’s
school experiences and enrollment. The students’ school
records were accessed for comparison. Reading and math
achievement were assessed by reviewing records and ex-
amining scores on tests administered to all students in New
York City. Participating students also were given a subtest
of the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised
(WISC-R) that correlates well with ability and is less de-
pendent on school experiences.

Both groups of adolescents viewed school as being
“very important” and they planned to continue their edu-
cation after high school. Differences became apparent
when students described their perception of school. Stu-
dents who experienced homelessness were less likely to
have “mostly positive” experiences in school and about

half of those surveyed had repeated a grade.
On the WISC-R, students who experienced

homelessness performed comparably to those who lived
in permanent housing. It should be noted that although there
was no significant difference in performance between the
two groups, both groups scored approximately 34% below
the average score for the nationally-normed sample. Ear-
lier achievement was a strong predictor of achievement
later, especially in the area of reading. In the short term,
students experiencing homelessness scored below their
housed peers in reading and math achievement.

The authors cautioned that their findings may under-
estimate the effects of homelessness on academic perfor-
mance for several reasons. Due to grade retention, stu-
dents who experienced homelessness were being com-
pared to peers who were in the same grade but chrono-
logically younger. In addition, 79% of the children were
still separated from their families at the time of the follow-
up interview. Therefore, the degree to which separations
increased disruption to schooling may underestimate the
total impact of homelessness on academic achievement.

Rafferty, Shinn, & Weitzman (2004) believe that it may
not be homelessness in isolation that leads to negative out-
comes. Rather, those outcomes reflect other changes in
children’s lives, such as family stressors, change in
parenting patterns, parental involvement in the educational
process, socioeconomic status, and the experiences shaped
by attendance, changes in curriculum, grade retention, and
transience. The researchers recommend further research
to identify useful preventative interventions.

Rafferty, Y., Shinn, M., & Weitzman, B.C. (2004). Academic
achievement among formerly homeless adolescents and their
continuously housed peers. Journal of School Psychology, 42,
179-199.

7Fall 2004

Summarized by Michele Myers

The Impact of Homelessness on Students’ Educational Experiences:
A Research Update

Many thanks to the
Virginia Coalition for the Homeless
for honoring Project HOPE-Virginia

with an award for
Dedicated Services

to those experiencing homelessness.
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Reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act of 2004

The Child Nutrition Act of 2004 extends categorical
eligibility in National School Lunch and School Breakfast
Programs to children and youth identified as homeless,
migrant, or runaway, and some military families. Previ-
ously, families experiencing homelessness were covered
by a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Memorandum from April 2, 2002.

The names of students, dates of eligibility, and the sig-
nature of the McKinney-Vento school district liaison or
the Runaway Homeless Youth provider are sufficient for
enrollment in the program. Completion of the regular meal
application is not needed. Once a student is determined
eligible for free meals, the student remains eligible for the
rest of the school year and through the beginning of the
next year.

Liaisons are encouraged to contact their division’s
school nutrition staff to develop internal procedures. Ini-
tial guidance regarding the implementation of the Act was
issued on September 24, 2004, in Superintendents’ Regu-
latory Memo No. 8. Reauthorization memoranda and other
helpful guidance from the USDA can be found at
www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/.

Homeless Education Training Video

Project HOPE-Virginia has produced a 16-minute
video on homeless education for use during training about
the McKinney-Vento legislation and the impact of
homelessness on students. With technical support from
Old Dominion University, it was adapted from a video cre-
ated by the Pennsylvania Homeless Children’s Initiative.
All Virginia homeless education liaisons and shelters have
received a copy of the video. Additional copies are avail-
able free of charge. Contact Project HOPE-Virginia for
more information.

News and Resources

Compiled by Sarah Bratton

Connections

Fairfax County Public Schools has developed a new data-
base, Connections. This website provides links to over
1,000 books that complement the Virginia Standards of
Learning (SOL) for grades K-6. Connections evolved
from a Project HOPE-Virginia/Project STARS initiative
to identify teaching resources for children living in pov-
erty. Connections can be searched by keyword or sub-
ject. Expansion to include grades 7 and 8 is expected by
summer 2005. The database can be found at
www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/connections/index.cfm.

Out of the Box Training Kits

The Child Care Information Exchange has developed Out
of the Box Training Kits for professional development
use. Topics include health and safety, curriculum develop-
ment and instruction, early care and education, and posi-
tive discipline. Five kits are now offered in Spanish. In
addition, four recently released CD-ROMs, Parenting Ex-
change on CD, are available. Each CD contains 12-18
columns about parenting written by Karen Stephens. The
latest topics include fears, learning, health and nutrition,
and development of toddlers. The kits and CDs can be
ordered at www.childcareexchange.com.

Literacy Empowerment Foundation

The Literacy Empowerment Foundation, a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization, will distribute books through the
Books from Bruce Program and The Reading Recycling
Project. Free books are available for educators to give to
their students for Read Across America Day and other
literacy programs. Visit www.lefbooks.org/. Educators only
pay shipping and handling.
Additional contact information:

Literacy Empowerment Foundation
Phone: 610-719-6448
E-mail: rorendi@literacyempowerment.org

Preschool Child Care and Education Study

Horizons for Homeless Children, a non-profit organi-
zation in Massachusetts that offers early education and
child care programs to children experiencing homelessness,
conducted a survey of homeless shelters in Massachu-
setts during the winter of 2003. The researchers found
that only 44% of homeless children from birth to age five
in Massachusetts were participating in early care and edu-
cation programs compared to 68% enrollment for all chil-
dren within this age category. Based on their analysis, Ho-
rizons for Homeless Children recommended:

• State agencies improve information, access, and
referrals;

• State funding for child care services be increased
with a targeted allocation for children experienc-
ing homelessness; and

• Head Start increase the availability of their pro-
grams for homeless families.

The full report is available at:
www.horizonsforhomelesschildren.org/Advocacy.asp.
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                    Project HOPE Staff
State Coordinator                 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Office Manager Jodi A. Mincemoyer
Graduate Assistants Pamela Aerni

Sarah Bratton
Michele Myers

Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar

Opening Doors and Minds:
Ensuring Educational Access and Success

March 7-8, 2005
Woodlands Conference Center

Colonial Williamsburg

Registration information will be available on our
website and in our Winter Newsletter.

With Keynote Addresses by

Liz Murray, Homeless to Harvard - A Remarkable Journey
Dr. Donald Bartlette, Author of Macaroni at Midnight

Workshops with National Presenters
Diana Bowman, National Center for Homeless Education

Barbara Duffield, National Association for the Education of Homeless Children and Youth
Joy Moses, National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty

Jim Winship, University of Wisconsin

Congratulations to

Virginia Beach Public
Schools Homeless

Education Program
for its service award

presented by
Samaritan House
in Virginia Beach

For information on submitting a proposal to present
or exhibit, visit our website or contact our office.

Upcoming Events
Virginia Council for Learning Disabilities

Regional Symposium
March 4-5, 2005      Dulles Hyatt in Northern VA

Project HOPE-Virginia
March 7-8, 2005               Colonial Williamsburg

Child Welfare League of America
Children 2005: Crossing the Cultural Divide

March 9-11, 2005                   Washington, DC

National Association of Federal Education
Program Administrators

March 19-23, 2005     Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill

Council for Exceptional Children
April 6-9, 2005                     Baltimore, MD

National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth

October 22-25, 2005               New Orleans, LA



WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND

RESOURCES?

Project HOPE-Virginia
If you would like to be added to our mailing
list, have questions related to the education
of homeless children and youth, or would like
additional information, brochures, posters, or
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA):
(877) 455-3412

Phone: (757) 221-4002
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-Mail: homlss@wm.edu

DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing,
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals,
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
· In these conditions and is a migratory

child or youth.
*To determine homelessness, consider
the permanence and adequacy of the
living situation.
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