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This will be my last letter as Virginia’s state coordinator. With the ap-
proval of the Virginia Department of Education, Project HOPE-Vir-
ginia has made a change in leadership positions and titles. I accepted
the responsibilities as the state coordinator for homeless education in
1995. At that time, the Project HOPE office was staffed by part-time
employees and special projects were undertaken through contract work.
Patricia Popp began her involvement in 1995 as a graduate assistant for
Drs. Lori Korinek and Brenda Williams who conducted the first exter-
nal evaluation of the program. During 1996-97, Pat led the data collec-
tion for the first homeless child estimate conducted in our office. Since
that time, she has served as a graduate assistant in the office, a part-
time program administrator, and during the past several years as a full-
time employee directing a variety of grants from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education, including funds from McKinney-Vento, Title VI,
and special education to assist children and youth in Virginia who are
experiencing homelessness.

Given the increasing responsibilities that Dr. Popp has assumed in the
office, effective October 1, 2003, the leadership titles in our office were
realigned with Pat becoming the state coordinator. Under this scenario,
I continue to participate in the leadership of Project HOPE-Virginia in
the role of faculty liaison, including serving as co-primary investigator
for all grants and contracts. This realignment will result in minimal
changes in the current operation of our office and the services that we
provide to Virginia’s school divisions and homeless service providers.
The primary difference will be Pat’s assumption of the state
coordinator’s accountability as described in the McKinney-Vento legis-
lation and an opportunity for her to receive the official recognition that
she deserves.

It has been a great privilege to serve as Virginia’s state coordinator for
homeless education over these past several years. I sincerely appreci-
ate the support demonstrated by our state superintendent, Dr. DeMary,
and all our colleagues at the Virginia Department of Education through-
out this time period. Please know that I remain committed to this impor-
tant effort and hope to continue my involvement and support in the
program.

I look forward to our continued progress in meeting the needs of stu-
dents throughout Virginia.

James H. Stronge, Ph.D.

With funding from the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act Fall 2003
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The 15th Annual Conference of the National As-
sociation for the Education of Homeless Children
and Youth was held in Arlington October 16 - 19
and was a great success, providing the largest turn-
out ever for the organization. Over 665 people from
across the nation attended conference workshops
where they discussed challenges at the local, state,
and federal level in implementing McKinney-Vento
and learned strategies for providing transportation,
after school and summer programs, and myriad
other services for students and families experienc-
ing homelessness.

In the spirit of collaboration, representatives from
national organizations and federal programs, such
as Migrant Education, Title I, National School Board
Association, Council for Exceptional Children,
National Law Center on Homelessness and Pov-
erty, among many others discussed various services
and methods for working with children and youth
experiencing homelessness.

The conference also brought a surge in member-
ship, with nearly 300 new members, more than triple
last year’s number of members. To learn more about
NAEHCY’s activities, membership opportunites,
and the quarterly publication, The Beam, visit their
website: http://www.naehcy.org.

For more information about the 15th Annual Con-
ference and materials available from presenters,
see the Project HOPE-Virginia website.

National Association for the
Education of Homeless

Children and Youth
15 th  Annual Conference

Educating All Our Nation’s
Children:

A Capital Event

Did you love the conference and don’t want it to end?
Were you unable to attend due to budget or time restraints?
Were there too many great sessions and only one of you to

attend them all?

Well, here is the answer:
The Conference Proceedings CD!

Many of the speakers from the conference included docu-
ments pertaining to their presentations, contact information,
PowerPoint presentations and other resources. The table of
contents is available on the Project HOPE-Virginia website:

http://www.wm.edu/hope or by contacting our office.

CDs are $10 each or $5 each for quantities over 50,
including shipping and handling.

To order, visit the Project HOPE-Virginia website and click
on the conference link.

Act fast! CDs are only available while supplies last.

Mark your calendars for the
16th Annual Conference in

St. Paul, MN,
October 16-19, 2004!
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tives, common responses could be easily identified. Com-
ments that appeared most frequently are listed in the table
below.
Preschoolers face many of the same issues as school age
children. Homeless liaisons and early childhood educators
reported incidence of homelessness at a much lower rate
than that reported by shelters. Many children who could
benefit from early intervention services may continue to
go unnoticed due to lack of identification.
Common themes listed by the participants centered around
the need for improved relationships among agencies and
families. Ideas such as expediting evaluations and services,
training providers to handle unique family issues, and in-
creasing collaborative efforts across agencies were listed
frequently.
The Project Hope-Virginia staff is a resource to commu-
nities throughout Virginia. Together we can work to en-
sure that all students, regardless of circumstances, receive
the best possible education.

Project Hope-Virginia in collaboration with the Virginia
Department of Education is committed to providing equal
educational opportunities for all children. Through a spe-
cial summer initiative, staff worked together to better un-
derstand the barriers faced by young children who are
homeless and have special needs. One component of this
project was conducting a survey to document the needs
and perceptions of early childhood educators, homeless
education liaisons, and shelter providers in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. Response rates were limited due to the
timing of the survey in the summer. Out of 638 surveys
mailed, 185 people responded and provided insightful an-
swers to the questions.

The survey focused on children below kindergarten age
who have developmental delays or disabilities and experi-
ence homelessness. Responses were compiled and ana-
lyzed with the assistance of Evelyn Reed-Victor, assistant
professor of Early Childhood Special Education at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. Due to similar perspec-

Early Childhood Educators,
Shelters, and Liaisons

Challenges Resources Used

Responses common to all three groups
of participants

• Transportation
• Family transience
• Family cooperation
• Adequate resources
• Housing

• Social services

Responses common to two groups
of participants

• Identification
• Emotionality
• Awareness
• Language barriers
• Communication with families

• Shelters
• Local interagency collaboration
• School staff
• Community services boards
• Child find
• Health department

Responses unique to Early Childhood
Educators

• Attendance
• Inconsistent instruction/related

services
• Records

• Local charities
• Transportation
• Trained educators
• Family support for long range

planning

Responses unique to Liaisons
• Family support for child’s

development
• Interagency collaboration
• Employment stability
• Immunization policies

• Social workers
• Project Hope
• Information packets

Responses unique to Shelters

• Long wait time
• No follow through
• Medical insurance
• Right contacts

• Infant and child development
services

• Child development clinic
• Physicians
• Mental health and counseling
• Early interventions

A Growing Challenge: Children and Youth With Disabilities Experiencing Homelessness
By: Evelyn Reed-Victor, Lissa Power deFur, Patricia Popp, Michele Myers
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Reprint

Commonwealth of Virginia    Department of Education
P. O. Box 2120  Richmond, Virginia 23218-2120

SUPTS. MEMO NO. 64
ADMINISTRATIVE December 5, 2003

TO: Division Superintendents
FROM: Jo Lynne DeMary, Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT: Educating Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness and Dispute Resolution

This memorandum includes Virginia’s dispute resolution process which has been developed to comply with the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act. NCLB expands state
and local school division responsibilities to ensure children and youth experiencing homelessness have access to and meet
with success in the public school system. By accepting other federal funds through NCLB, such as Title I, Part A, the state
and localities have assured coordination with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act. One such respon-
sibility is to develop a state plan that includes, “a description of the procedures for the prompt resolution of disputes
regarding the school selection for homeless children and youths” [Title X, Part C, §722(g)(1)(C)]. Readers are referred to
Supts. Memo 51, March 28, 2003, for additional guidance and sample forms regarding school selection options.
The dispute resolution process, including appeal, is presented in Attachment A. McKinney-Vento states that local homeless
education liaisons ensure compliance with this process. Your local liaison should incorporate the attached dispute resolution
into local procedures for serving children and youth in homeless situations.
 

The following components of the McKinney-Vento Act were considered in developing the dispute resolution process.
 

School Selection
• According to a child or youth’s best interest, Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) must either continue the child/youth’s

education in the school of origin, or enroll the child/youth in school in any public school that nonhomeless students
who live in the attendance area where the child/youth is actually living are eligible to attend [§722(g)(3)(A)].

• “School of origin” is defined as the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which
the child or youth was last enrolled [§722(g)(3)(G)].

• In determining best interest, LEAs must, to the extent feasible, keep children/youth in the school of origin, unless it is
against the wishes of the parent/guardian [§722(g)(3)(B)(i)].

• If the LEA sends the child/youth to a school other than the school of origin or the school requested by the parent or
guardian, the LEA must provide written explanation (sample format included with Superintendents Memo #51) to the
parent or guardian, including the right to appeal under the enrollment dispute resolution process [§722(g)(3)(B)(ii)].

• In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the local homeless education liaison must assist in placement/enrollment
decisions, consider the youth’s wishes, and provide notice to the youth of the right to appeal under the enrollment
disputes resolution process [§722(g)(3)(B)(iii)].

Dispute Resolution Process
• If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment, the child/youth must be immediately admitted to the school in

which he/she is seeking enrollment, pending resolution of the dispute [§722(g)(3)(E)(i)].
• The parent or guardian must be provided with a written explanation of the school’s decision on the dispute, including

the right to appeal [§722(g)(3)(E)(ii)].
• The parent/guardian/youth must be referred to the local homeless education liaison, who will carry out the state’s

grievance procedure as expeditiously as possible after receiving notice of the dispute [§722(g)(3)(E)(iii)].
• In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the local homeless education liaison shall ensure that the youth is immediately

enrolled in school pending resolution of the dispute [§722(g)(3)(E)(iv)].

Requests for technical support should be directed to the Office of the State Coordinator for Homeless Education, Patricia
A. Popp, Ph.D., at Project HOPE-Virginia. [See contact information on page 12 of this newsletter.] 
 
JLD/lpdf/shs
 
Attachments:
 

http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/suptsmemos/2003/adm064a.pdf
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/suptsmemos/2003/adm064b.pdf



Disagreements and disputes are to be settled as close to
the point of conflict as possible. Each local homeless edu-
cation liaison shall assist the family and school to ensure
compliance with federal and state legislation and policy
governing the education of children and youth experienc-
ing homelessness. The liaison shall work with appropriate
local school division representatives to address any poli-
cies or procedures that are identified as barriers in the
access to and success within a free appropriate public
education. The Office of the State Coordinator of Home-
less Education (Project HOPE-Virginia) may be consulted
at any time for technical assistance.

Dispute Resolution Process for School
Selection or Enrollment

If a school chooses to send a child or youth to a school
other than the school of origin or the school selected by
the family or youth, the school shall consult with the local
homeless education liaison prior to making a final place-
ment determination. If the school’s denial of enrollment is
supported by a review of feasibility and best interest, the
school shall provide the parent or guardian of the child or
youth with a written explanation of the school’s decision
regarding school selection or enrollment, including the
rights of the parent, guardian, or youth to appeal the deci-
sion [§722(g)(3)(B)(ii)]. If an appeal is requested either
in writing or verbally, as outlined in §722(g)(3)(E), the
school shall:
•  Immediately admit the student to the school in which
enrollment is sought and provide all services for which
the student is eligible, pending resolution of the dispute;
and
•  Refer the child, youth, parent, or guardian to the desig-
nated local homeless education liaison who shall carry
out the dispute resolution process as expeditiously as pos-
sible after receiving notice of the dispute. When a local
liaison is notified of an enrollment dispute by Project
HOPE-Virginia, a local school division staff member, a
family or unaccompanied youth experiencing
homelessness, or other entity, the liaison shall:
•  Initiate documentation on the Enrollment Dispute Reso-
lution form;1

•  Ensure the child or youth is immediately admitted to the
school in which enrollment is sought and provided with all
services for which the student is eligible, pending resolu-
tion of the dispute. Transportation must be arranged while
the dispute is being resolved;

Enrollment Dispute Resolution Process for Virginia Public Schools

•  Review feasibility and best interest guidance documents
with the school and appropriate central office personnel.
[See §722(g)(3)(B) and the “Determining Feasibility for
School Placement” document available from Project
HOPE-Virginia.];
•  If another school division is involved, contact the
division’s local homeless education liaison to participate in
the decision- making process;
•  Consult with Project HOPE-Virginia for additional tech-
nical assistance, as needed; and
•  Within ten (10) business days, provide the family or
unaccompanied youth with a written determination of the
school division’s placement decision, including the ability
to appeal the decision at the state level by contacting
Project HOPE-Virginia. When an appeal is made to the
state level, via Project HOPE-Virginia, the State coordi-
nator or designee shall:
•  Review local school division records to ensure proper
procedures were followed; and
•  Based on the review of school division records and
consultation with Project HOPE-Virginia Advisory Board
members, when appropriate, forward a recommendation
to the Superintendent of Public Instruction regarding the
appropriate placement for the student within five (5) work
days of receiving the appeal.
•  The Assistant Superintendent of Special Education and
Student Services, or designee, will make the final determi-
nation. The family or unaccompanied youth, the local
school division(s), the Director of Student Services, and
Project HOPE-Virginia will be informed by the State Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction of the final disposition
within ten (10) business days of receiving the case and
recommendation from the State Coordinator for Home-
less Education.
•  Project HOPE-Virginia staff will provide technical as-
sistance to the school division, as needed, to comply with
the final determination.
•  Project Hope-Virginia staff will follow-up with the
school division 30 business days after the final disposition
by the Assistant Superintendent of Special Education and
Student Services to determine the status of the child or
youth’s enrollment.

1 Sample form [available on the VA Department of Education or the
Project HOPE-Virginia website].

Superintendent’s Memo and attachments can be
downloaded from http://www.pen.k12.va.us/
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Attachment B to Adm. Supts. Memo No. 064

Virginia Department of Education
McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act

Enrollment Dispute Resolution Form

Person Completing Form: ______________________________ Date: ___________________

Enrollment Request Initiated By: __________________________________________________

Location: _____________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________________

School Division(s): _____________________________________________________________

School(s): ____________________________________________________________________

Name/Age/grade of student(s): ____________________________________________________

Child/Youth living with: Both parents
Mother
Father
Legal guardian
Unaccompanied Youth
Other _______________________________________________

Residing: Shelter
Doubled-up
Motel
Car
Campground
Other ____________________________________________________

Initial Details: _________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Follow up

Date Contact Details of Resolution

See Supts. Memo No. 064, December 5, 2003 for dispute resolution procedures.



 Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250

 Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 100

 McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25

 McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25

 Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs  ***          ***

 NEW Fall 2003! Special Education and Homelessness For Educators 25

 NEW Fall 2003! Special Education and Homelessness For Families and Shelters 25

 Questions and Answers 25

 School Social Workers: A Necessary Link 25

 School Nurses: It is Not Just Bandages Anymore 25

 Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth 10

 Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Children 25

 What Educators Can Do 25

Standards of Learning Support  ***                 ***

 Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation 1

 Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5 10

 Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School 10

 Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School 10

 Publications with this symbol can now be downloaded from our website:
http://www.wm.edu/hope

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be copied with appropriate reference to
Project HOPE-Virginia.

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988     or mail to: Project HOPE-Virginia

:emaN _______________________________________________________

:eltiT _______________________________________________________

:noitazinagrO _______________________________________________________

:sserddA _______________________________________________________

:ytiC ____________:piZ______:etatS,__________________________

:enohP _______________________:xaF__________________________

:liamE _______________________________________________________

Materials Order Form

* For larger quantities contact Project HOPE
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Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth: This brief
is an eight-page review of resiliency with suggestions
for ways to nurture this protective factor.

Teacher Effectiveness Executive Summary: This
publication is a synthesis of the literature on teacher
effectiveness. It describes the characteristics and actions
of effective teachers.

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students: This
document provides suggestions for meeting the needs
of highly mobile students at the division level, school
level, and classroom level.

What Educators Can Do: This four-page overview
introduces teachers to the topic of homeless education
with practical suggestions to welcome and support
homeless students in the classroom.

Standards of Learning Support

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature
Correlation:  This resource provides a listing of more
than 700 children’s books with the SOL that the content
addresses. A process for nominating additional books is
included. (Updated to match the revised standards,
Summer 2003.)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (K-5): This resource
summarizes the standards for grades K through 5 in easy-
to-understand terms. This document was prepared to
offer parents and non-educators a quick reference to the
content students must master at each grade level.
Educators also may find the one-page per grade level
format useful. (Revised: Summer 2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (Middle School):
This resource summarizes the standards for grades 6
through 8 in easy-to-understand terms. This document
was prepared to offer parents and non-educators a quick
reference to the content students must master at each
grade level.  (Revised: Summer 2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (High School): This
resource summarizes the standards for grades 9 through
12 in easy-to-understand terms. This document was
prepared to offer parents and non-educators a quick
reference to the content students must master at each
grade level. (Revised: Summer 2003)

  Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the
rights to an appropriate education for students
experiencing homelessness. The brochure includes
suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of
state agencies that may be accessed for additional
support.

 Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a
comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and
chapters, audiovisual materials, curricula and resource
kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the
education of students experiencing homelessness.
(Revised Winter 2003)

Information Briefs

NEW INFORMATION BRIEF Fall 2003!
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know
About Special Education and Homelessness This
information brief provides educators with tips on
supporting families experiencing homelessness through
the special education process.

NEW INFORMATION BRIEF Fall 2003!
Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need
to Know About Special Education and Homelessness
This information brief provides families experiencing
homelessness and service providers who work with these
families with an overview of the special education process
and tips for working through the process.

Questions and Answers for Supporting the Academic
Success of Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness: This brief answers basic questions
regarding the educational needs of children and youth
experiencing homelessness. It is a useful resource for
school administrators.

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore:  This
information brief is a combination of research statistics
and checklist-style practical suggestions for providing
medical care to students experiencing homelessness.

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School
Success for Students Experiencing Homelessness: This
brief offers concrete suggestions that school social
workers may find helpful when assisting a family who is
experiencing homelessness.

 These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our website and copied with appropriate
reference to Project HOPE.

The Project HOPE-Virginia website contains additional resources for supporting students and
families experiencing homelessness, as well as news updates regarding resources and policy.

Check it out!  www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions
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Between 3.3 and 10 million children witness domestic vio-
lence each year in the U.S.1 Children can react to such an
experience in a variety of ways, including emotional dis-
tress, somatic complaints, developmental delays, post-trau-
matic stress symptoms, externalizing behaviors such as
aggression and delinquency, and internalizing behavior prob-
lems such as anxiety and social withdrawal.2 When chil-
dren and the non-abusing parent flee a violent home, they
are faced with the increased concern of living in a shelter,
away from the familiar surroundings of home, such as,
toys, neighbors, and pets.

Education’s Role
School is a place where children spend a great deal of
time. It is important that school staff have the training and
sensitivity to recognize and react to the signs of a child
who is suffering from violence at home. Many communi-
ties have organized initiatives for combating the effects of
violence on children, utilizing existing funding sources from
federal, state, and local sources. These programs are ways
for the schools to participate in improving safety for fami-
lies and educating students about violence.

Group facilitators should model nonviolent and gender re-
spectful behavior. These meetings are places for children
to tell their stories, to work through the violence they have
witnessed and suffered, and to alleviate the shame, isola-
tion, and guilt they often feel.3

Planning
Safety planning is an effective tool that can help child vic-
tims overcome their anxieties. Planning can be done indi-
vidually or in groups, with children sharing ideas and strat-
egies to successfully avoid future violence. This process
allows children to think about where they are safe and
when they feel safe. Safety planning may involve

• mapping the home and neighborhood
• role-playing
• identifying safe people, places and things
• learning emergency contact information4

The plan should be age appropriate and customized to the
individual.

School may be the only safe and stable place where chil-
dren spend time on a weekly basis.  Creating an environ-
ment where they can discover that they are not alone and
that they are not at fault is one way to help them combat
their own feelings of anger and despair. Children of all
ages who are living with and fleeing from domestic vio-
lence need help dealing with the numerous issues arising
from abusive situations. The resources on page 11 are just
a few suggestions of how you may have a positive impact
on the lives of children and youth recovering from vio-
lence.

By Karen Gattuso and Jodi Mincemoyer
Children and Domestic Violence

1  Carter, L. S., Weithorn, L. A., Behrman, R. E. (1999).  Domestic
violence and children: analysis and recommendations. The Fu-
ture of Children, 9.3, 4-20.
(Note: Varying methods of data collection and research meth-
ods produce wide ranges in reported numbers.)

2 Margolin, G. (1998). Effects of domestic violence on children. In
P. K. Trickett & C. Schellenbach (Eds.), Violence against chil-
dren in the family and the community (pp. 57-102). Washing-
ton, DC: American Psychological Association.

3 McGee, C. (2000). Childhood experiences of domestic violence.
London, England: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

4 Hart, B.J. (1990). Children of domestic violence: risks and rem-
edies. Retrieved November 9, 2003 from:
http://www.mincava.umn.edu/documents/hart/risks.shtml.

The next installment of this series will be on domestic vio-
lence and older youth in the Winter 2004 Newsletter.

Support Groups
When working with a group of children exposed to vio-
lence, it is important to create a safe and supportive envi-
ronment. Small group meetings and safety planning often
help children manage their fear and anxiety, while devel-
oping skills that can minimize their risk of future abuses.
These groups must establish clear ground rules that ad-
dress confidentiality and respectful participation in activi-
ties and discussions. Children should be included in the
process of setting such rules and the reasons for confi-
dentiality.
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                    Project HOPE Staff
State Coordinator                 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Outreach Specialist Jennifer L. Hindman
Office Manager Jodi A. Mincemoyer
Graduate Assistants Michele Myers

Karen Gattuso
Hongling Sun

News and Resources

PHILLIP ROY, INC. was founded in 1987 for the pur-
pose of publishing educational materials for overlooked
and underserved young adults and adult populations who
have inadequate education in academics and life skills.
Curriculum materials are available for Life Skills, Social
Skills, Parenting Skills and more! Learn more about these
programs at their website: http://www.philliproy.com

NEW SUPPORT SERVICE – Prevent Child Abuse
Virginia has introduced 1-800-CHILDREN, a new infor-
mation and support line for parents and professionals in
Virginia. This help line was created to support positive
parenting and prevent child abuse and neglect. Toll free
support is available Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. http://www.preventchildabuseva.org

SERVICE AGENCY RESOURCE – This is a com-
prehensive site listing of the service agencies in Virginia
that deal with substance abuse, treatment facilities, men-
tal health issues and programs, therapeutic foster care,
and behavior modification programs.
http://www.csa.state.va.us/sfd/provcharsearch.cfm

FREE E-BOOKS – Thousands of free e-books, photo-
graphs, and educational guides are available to browse
and download. Visit: http://www.free-books.org

CHILD and ADOLESCENT MENTAL HEALTH
TREATMENTS is a resource available for families and
service providers from the Virginia Commission on Youth.
This resource is tailored for parents, caregivers, educa-
tors, service providers, and others seeking current research
on evidence-based treatments that have proven most ef-
fective for children and adolescents with mental health
treatment needs, symptoms, and disorders. The html ver-
sion can be accessed: http://coy.state.va.us

THE EDUCATION COMMISSION OF THE
STATES offers a website to share state policies and prac-
tices, federal legislation, research, and referrals. The site
has just added a section with information on educating
students experiencing homelessness. http://www.ecs.org

Housing Virginia!

At the Governor’s Housing Conference 2003, the Virginia
Department of Housing and Community Development an-
nounced a number of initiatives toward ending
homelessness. The plans include: helping low- and middle-
income families purchase and remain in homes through
mortgage guarantees; creating a fund to develop more
affordable housing; addressing the housing needs of people
with disabilities; and revitalizing residential districts in ur-
ban areas. Virginia has joined many other states and cities
in the campaign to end homelessness in 10 years. The
plan combines the efforts of public and private entities
and will include a homeless management information sys-
tem, emergency prevention programs, and outreach and
placement services. The program’s goal is to focus on
long term solutions rather than crisis intervention.

National Hunger and Homeless
Awareness Week

The week before Thanksgiving is designated as National
Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week. Events are or-
ganized in cities, counties, and schools all over  the coun-
try. The campaign brings together community leaders and
student groups who organize workshops and other learn-
ing opportunities, food drives and service oriented programs,
as well as other awareness raising activities. Many local
and national newspapers joined the effort this year, No-
vember 16-22, 2003, by publishing articles related to the
problems faced by people experiencing homelessness. For
more information about this campaign, visit the National
Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness:

http://www.pirg.org/nscahh/
or the National Coalition for the Homeless:

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/awareness.html.

Next year, National Hunger and Homeless
Awareness Week is November 14-20.
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Domestic Violence Resources

Virginians Against Domestic Violence provides
training, technical assistance, brochures, and other
publications. Their list of scheduled workshops and
workshop topics is listed on their website, along with
other resources.

www.vadv.org      800-838-8238

The Greenbook Initiative is a federal project help-
ing child welfare, domestic violence agencies, and
family courts work together more effectively to help
families. The initiative is the result of Funding the
Work: Community Efforts to End Domestic Vio-
lence and Child Abuse, a report detailing how six
communities collaborated to improve services for vic-
tims of violence.

www.thegreenbook.info

Cambridge Commission on the Status of
Women developed a “Domestic Violence Free
Zone” in their community,  including a comprehen-
sive plan for school involvement.
http://www.cambridgema.gov/~Women/edu-
schools.html

US Department of Education has funds available
under the No Child Left Behind Act, Title V, Part D
for training school personnel in working with child
witnesses of domestic violence and for designing pro-
grams for educating children and youth about vio-
lence.

www.ed.gov

www.wm.edu/hope
Project HOPE-Virginia
has a new web address!

Our website contains information about
the McKinney-Vento Act, tips for
Homeless Education Liaisons, all of our
publications, and links to many helpful
resources. As more materials become
available nationally, our site is updated.

www.wm.edu/hope
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Child Welfare League of America
Children 2004: Vision, Action, ResultsFebruary 23-25, 2004               Washington, DC

Assistive Technology & Computer Access in
Early Learning

February 26, 2004    Children’s Hospital, RichmondMarch 23, 2004 Children’s Hospital, Fredericksburg
Virginia Council on Learning DisabilitiesFebruary 28, 2004                            Williamsburg, VA

ADHD: Tools for Home & SchoolApril 29, 2004       Children’s Hospital, Fredericksburg
Family Support America

Extending the Reach: Building a National
Framework for Family Support

May 12-15, 2004                                Chicago, IL
HOPE Seminar

June 13-15, 2004                       Williamsburg, VA
Shining Stars: Charting the Future for

Young Children
July 13, 2004                                         Roanoke, VAJuly 15, 2004                                       Richmond, VA

National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth

October 16-19, 2004                                St. Paul, MN

Events Calendar

National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth Recognition

   

Congratulations to

Marshall W. Thompson, IV

recipient of the NAEHCY award for

Outstanding Media Presentation

for his work on the Project HOPE-Virginia
website

and to

Patricia A. Popp
elected

 President of the NAEHCY board



WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND

RESOURCES?
If you would like to be added to our mailing list, have
questions related to the education of homeless children
and youth, or would like additional information,
brochures, posters, or resource materials, please
contact:

Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William and Mary
Jones Hall 305
P.O. Box 8795
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795

Toll free (in VA): (877) 455-3412
Phone: (757) 221-4002
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax: (757) 221-2988

E-Mail: homlss@wm.edu

                  www.wm.edu/hope

DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing,
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals,
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
· In these conditions and is a migratory

child or youth.
*To determine homelessness, consider
the permanence and adequacy of the
living situation.

Project HOPE
The College of
WILLIAM & MARY
School of Education
P.O. Box 8795
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795
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