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From the Desk of the State Coordinator Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s Program 

for the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth.  The College of William and Mary 
administers the program for the Virginia 
Department of  Education.  Funding is authorized 
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education 
Act, Title X, Part C of the No Child Left Behind 
Act (P.L. 107-110).

 The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia is to 
ensure the enrollment, attendance, and success 
of homeless children and youth in school. The 
Project HOPE-Virginia Newsletter is an effort 
to increase awareness and identify resources 
regarding the issues of homeless education. For 
a listing of the other resources available from 
Project HOPE-Virginia, see pages 5 and 6.
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Project HOPE-Virginia 
Seminar 

March 20-21, 2007
Williamsburg Marriott

Featuring Lorraine Monroe
Author of The Monroe Doctrine 

and Nothing’s Impossible
__________________________

Registration available at 
www.wm.edu/hope

See pages 2-4 for more information.

We are kicking into high gear for the Annual Seminar, This Mission 
is Possible: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students, March 20-21 at 
the Williamsburg Marriott. The agenda on pages 2-3 provides a glimpse 
at the array of expertise the seminar makes available. We are pleased to 
have Lorraine Monroe joining us to share inspirational stories about the 
lives she has touched as an educator and a leader. Jessica Owens, a for-
merly homeless student from Texas, will share her experiences and an 
after school theatre program she has developed. 

Registration is available through an online system on the Seminar page 
of our web site. Thank you for using that system. It has made information 
much more accurate and improved our efficiency in responding to your 
needs.

The Virginia Department of Education’s federal program monitoring 
which includes the McKinney-Vento program for the first time this year, 
is well underway. Phone monitoring has been concluded and on site moni-
toring visits are scheduled through March. Thank you to all the liaisons 
who have made the time to pull together documentation and share their 
successes and challenges in complying with McKinney-Vento legislation 
and meeting the needs of children and youth in homeless situations. The 
information obtained through this monitoring process is invaluable and 
will assist us in enhancing our support to localities. 

The data collected from the annual child count has been submitted to 
Congress. Virginia’s report is available on our web site. These counts are 
used to justify ED’s funding request for McKinney-Vento Education for 
Homeless Children and Youth programs. Forms for the 2006-07 school 
year will be released this spring, but the data being requested will be the 
similar to past counts.

Thank you for all you do to serve all Virginia’s children and youth. We 
look forward to seeing you in Williamsburg in March!

 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.,
 Virginia State Coordinator
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Tentative Seminar Agenda*
Tuesday March 20, 2007

8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00 –10:00 a.m. Opening General Session  “Renewing Our Commitment to All Students”

Keynote Address by Jessica Owens

10:15 –11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I 

Local Homeless Education Liaison Toolkit: McKinney-Vento 101  Patricia Popp, Project HOPE-Virginia

Designing Parenting Programs for Homeless Families: What Works? Mary Herrington, Richmond City Public 
Schools

Qualities of Effective Teachers and Tutors: What Makes Good Teaching 
Good When Working With At-Risk Students? 

James Stronge and Leslie Grant, College of 
William and Mary 
Diana Bowman, National Center for Home-
less Education (NCHE)

Understanding the Child Welfare System Kathleen McNaught, American Bar Associa-
tion

 11:45 – 1:00 p.m. Luncheon

1:15 – 2:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II

Identification and Tracking “Tricks of the Trade:”  Working Smarter Lisa von Dohlen, Stafford County Public 
Schools 
Sharon Root, Albemarle County Public 
Schools  
Al Falcioni, Harrisonburg City Public Schools

Housing Insecurity and Children’s Mental Health Sandy Bryant, Central Virginia Community 
Services

An After-School Program with Dramatic Results: “Proud of the Skin I’m 
In”

Jessica Owens, Region XIV Education Service 
Center (TX)

Confidentiality and Decision Making Kathleen McNaught, American Bar Associa-
tion

2:45 – 4:30 p.m. General Session – Roundtable Presentations See HOPE web site for more details

“Renewing Our Commitment Through Collaboration”

Topics to be addressed include: 

Advocacy 101
Coordination with  Title I
Student Services Support
Earned Income Tax Credit 
Academic Achievement
Assessments Guide
Behavioral Health Agency Resources
Social Security Administration Resources for Children and Families

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

*This agenda is subject to change. Updates will be made to the HOPE web site as they become available.

This Mission is Possible: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students
Williamsburg Marriott | March 20-21, 2007
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This Mission is Possible: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students
Williamsburg Marriott | March 20-21, 2007

Tentative Seminar Agenda*
Wednesday, March 21, 2007

7:30  –  8:30 a.m. Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 –10:00 a.m. Plenary Session       “Renewing Our Commitment as Leaders”

 Keynote Address by Lorraine Monroe

10:15 – 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions III

Engaging non-English Speaking Families in Academic Services Katy Pitcock, Conexion Latina

McKinney-Vento 101: Law and Implementation Barbara Duffield, National Association for 
the Education of Homeless Children and 
Youth (NAEHCY) 
Joy Moses, National Law Center on 
Homelessness and Poverty (NLCHP)

A New IDEA: Serving Children and Youth with Disabilities Experiencing 
Homelessness 

Patricia Popp, Project HOPE-Virginia 
Patricia Julianelle, NAEHCY

Making Sense of Children’s Intelligence Tests: Everything You Ever Want-
ed to Know About IQ

Lynn Pelco and Sandy Ward, College of 
William and Mary

11:45  –  1:00 p.m. Luncheon

1:15  –  2:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions IV

Serving Unaccompanied Youth In School and Out Joy Moses, NLCHP 
Patricia Julianelle, NAEHCY 
Leah Hamaker, Virginia Commission on 
Youth

Community Collaboration “Tricks of the Trade:” Maximizing Existing Sup-
port for Homeless Families

Kathi Sheffel, Fairfax County Public Schools 
Andrea Therrien, Reston Interfaith

Creating an Environment that Promotes Social Emotional Competence 
in Young Children Experiencing Change 

Lynn Wiley, T/TAC, George Mason University 
Linda Ingleson, T/TAC, Old Dominion Uni-
versity

Q&A with Lorraine Monroe

2:45  –  4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions V

Beyond Compliance: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students Patricia Popp, Project HOPE-Virginia 
Barbara Duffield, NAEHCY

Transportation “Tricks of the Trade:” Challenges and Solutions Diana Bowman NCHE 
Larry Hardesty, Clarke County Public 
Schools 
Frank Lebrecque, Newport News Public 
Schools 
Jane Moreland, Newport News Public 
Schools

Legal Issues Panel Joy Moses, NLCHP 
Patricia Julianelle, NAEHCY 
Robyn Seabrook, Richmond City Public 
Schools 

*This agenda is subject to change. Updates will be made to the HOPE web site as they become available.
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If you are like millions of Americans, you work hard but 
do not earn a high income. The federal government has sever-
al resources including the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
that can help you and your family. The EITC is essentially a 
tax credit for low-income workers who meet certain qualifi-
cations, which usually means more money in their pockets. 
If you qualify, you could pay less federal income tax, pay no 
tax, or receive a refund. 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and its community 
partners are working to increase EITC participation among 
taxpayers who have low incomes and meet EITC eligibility 
rules. We know the rules can be complicated and we want to 
help you understand all the eligibility requirements. 

Claimants must have a valid Social Security number. 
In addition, claimants must meet certain residency and fil-
ing criteria, including following guidelines for a qualifying 
child. The following are income requirements for 2006: 

A taxpayer’s total earned income must be at least $1 and  
earned income and adjusted gross income (AGI) must both 
be less than:

$12,120 with no qualifying child ($14,120 if married, 
filing jointly)  
$32,001 with one qualifying child ($34,001 if mar-
ried, filing jointly)
$36,348 with more than one qualifying child ($38,348 
if married, filing jointly)
Investment income cannot be more than $2,800.

If you think you might qualify for EITC and would like 
assistance, you can call 1-800-829-1040 or go to www.irs.
gov/eitc and select “EITC Assistant.” You can also ask about 
free tax preparation services for low-middle income work-
ers.

Stop by the IRS table in the exhibit area of the HOPE 
seminar for materials and information.

•

•

•

•

Do I Qualify for the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC)?

Contributed by Loren Johnson, Internal Revenue Service

Resource Pool

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?

School Administrators

Special Education Personnel

School Counselors

Title I Personnel

School Division Homeless Liaisons

Homeless Service Providers

Child Welfare Workers

Teachers

Social Workers

Mental Health Providers

School Nurses

School Transportation Directors

Head Start/Even Start Program Staff

College and University Personnel from Social 

Work, Education, Psychology, and Nursing 

Programs

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

HOPE Seminar Information

DETAILS AVAILABLE ONLINE:
www.wm.edu/hope - Click on the link to the 
seminar.

REGISTRATION RATES:

Full Seminar – $115 
Tuesday Only – $ 65 
Wednesday Only – $ 65

FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Payment is available by check only. 
We are unable to accept credit cards. 

Payment does not have to be made at time of 
registration. 

All payments are due by March 21, 2007.

Contact the HOPE office at 757-221-1707 or 
jaminc@wm.edu with any questions.

NAEHCY Conference Resources

The 18th Annual NAEHCY conference in Little Rock, 
AR, in November 2006 provided over 70 concurrent ses-
sions on a range of topics relating to the theme of Building 
Futures Through Education. Resources, such as presenter 
handouts and contact information, from the conference are 
available on the association web site: www.naehcy.org. This 
site also contains information about registering for the 2007 
conference in Portland, OR, November 10-13, 2007.



Project HOPE Publications Maximum 
Order* Quantity

Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250
Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 150
McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25
McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25
Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs *** ***
Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse Door                  NEW Summer 2006! 25
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 25
Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know About Special Education and 
Homelessness

25

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and Shelters 25
Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 25
Questions and Answers on Homeless Education                   25
School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore 25
Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  25
Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students 25
What Educators Can Do 25
 Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools *** ***
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5                                            Revised Fall 2006! ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School                           Revised Fall 2006! ---
Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School                              Revised Winter 2007! ---

All publications are available on our web site www.wm.edu/hope 
They are not copyrighted and can be copied with appropriate reference to Proj-
ect HOPE-Virginia.

*For larger quantities, contact Project HOPE-Virginia

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

E-mail

Materials Order 
Form

Fax this form to:  757-221-5300 Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary 
 P O Box 8795 
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

W07 News



Information Briefs
 

Enrolling Homeless Students: First Step to the Schoolhouse 
Door Provides enrollment personnel with tips on identifying 
and serving families experiencing homelessness during the 
enrollment process. 

 

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About 
Special Education and Homelessness Provides educators 
with tips on supporting families experiencing homelessness 
through the special education process. 

 

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to 
Know About Special Education and Homelessness Provides 
families experiencing homelessness and service providers 
who work with these families with an overview of the special 
education process and tips for working through the process. 

 

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families 
and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families and shelter 
providers can encourage the development of young children 
and become aware of potential concerns. It provides resources 
and strategies to assist when delays are observed. 

 

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 
Experiencing Homelessness Provides educators with 
information, resources, and strategies for supporting families 
with young children who are experiencing homelessness and 
may have special needs.

 

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education Answers basic 
questions regarding the educational needs of children and 
youth experiencing homelessness. It is a useful resource for 
school administrators. 

 

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines  
research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions to 
provide health care to students experiencing homelessness. 

 

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School Success 
for Students Experiencing Homelessness This brief 
offers concrete suggestions that school social workers may 

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our web site and copied with appropriate reference to Project 
HOPE-Virginia. 
The Project HOPE-Virginia web site contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing homelessness, 
as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 
audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 
homelessness. (Revised Spring 2006!)

find  helpful when assisting a family who is experiencing 
homelessness. Currently under revision to include all student 
support services.

 

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores  resiliency 
with suggestions for ways to nurture this protective factor. 

 

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides suggestions 
for meeting the needs of highly mobile students at the division 
level, school level, and classroom level. 

 

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of 
homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome 
and support homeless students in the classroom. 

 

Standards of Learning Support for Virginia Schools
 

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation  
Available online as a searchable database at www.fcps.edu/
cpsapps/connections/. Extends through 8th grade in most 
subject areas. 

 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Kindergarten Through 
Grade 5 Summarizes the standards for grades K through 5 
in easy-to-understand terms. This document was prepared 
to offer parents and non-educators a quick reference to the 
content students must master at each grade level. Includes 
parent and student resources. Revised Fall 2006

 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources. 
Revised Fall 2006

 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School  Summarizes 
the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-to-understand 
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-
educators a quick reference to the content students must master 
at each grade level. Includes parent and student resources. 
Revised Winter 2007
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Earn 10 relicensure points for 
full conference attendance

This Mission is Possible: Renewing Our Commitment to All Students
March 20-21, 2007

Williamsburg, Marriott

With Keynote Address by

Lorraine Monroe

author of 

Nothing’s Impossible: Leadership Lessons from Inside and Outside the Classroom

The Monroe Doctrine: An ABC Guide To What Great Bosses Do

founder of 
The Frederick Douglass Academy in Harlem 

The Lorraine Monroe Leadership Institute

People who attended the 2006 HOPE Seminar had this to say about the 
experience:

What Will You Do Differently?

“I will be more diligent in identifying who these chil-
dren are in my building and ensuring their unique 
needs are met, they are advocated for and opportuni-
ties are there.”

“Implement new programs (or suggest ones) and assist 
more in programs already in place at my school.”

“Ask our staff to identify homeless families early in the 
year and offer a fresh, welcoming start.”

“Make working with homeless children a priority in our 
prevention and early intervention programs.”

“Re-energize my staff and encourage them to advocate 
and empower homeless families.”

What Did You Like Best?

“The settled, confident peace I felt during each session 
and transition. Passionate people were leading us but 
also were warm and friendly.”

“Breadth of experience of the presenters.”

“Jonathan Kozol’s keynote address was amazing! He is 
truly uplifting, unique, and inspirational. “

“The session presenters provide ideas and strategies 
that are doable and can be started immediately.”

“Bringing resources together to assist the homeless was 
excellent. We don’t always think to collaborate with the 
legal side when dealing with our families. From a nurs-
ing perspective, knowing multiple resources is helpful.”

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Find out more about Lorraine Monroe and the Lorraine Monroe Leader-
ship Institute:  http://www.lorrainemonroe.com/

Excerpts from: NOTHING’S IMPOSSIBLE: Leadership Lessons 
From Inside and Outside the Classroom

 On Working from the Heart: “Any life can be a work of 
art. So how can we but work in the belief that we will make 
a difference.”

On Teaching and Learning: “When a teacher demon-
strates sincerity and decisiveness in the classroom, the chil-
dren will unconsciously give her permission to teach them. 
And without that permission, learning won’t happen.”

On Making Things New: “Remember how crazy you 
could be as a kid? Hang on to that craziness—it’s your 
source of creativity.”

On Leadership: “Spread the knowledge! The wisdom of 
any system must never reside in the head of a single per-
son—not even you.”

Excerpts from: THE MONROE DOCTRINE: An ABC Guide to 
What Great Bosses Do

UPLIFT  - To elevate; to raise aloft
 To better in condition 

“The job of the leader is to uplift her people - not just 
as members of and contributors to the organization, but as 
individuals of infinite worth in their own right. “
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Resource Pool

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. Prevent Child 
Abuse, Virginia, provides training, advocacy, and support 
through a statewide network. Each year, the group distributes 
materials to raise awareness, encourage outreach, and help 
stop child abuse. In 2005, 7,011 children were reported and 
founded to be victims of abuse or neglect in Virginia. Here are 
some further statistics to consider:

A child in Virginia...
is abused or neglected every 75 minutes. 
dies from abuse or neglect every 14 days. 
witnesses an act of domestic violence every 4 hours. 
is served by a domestic violence program every 3 
hours. 

In addition, every 4.5 hours a victim of domestic violence  
is denied shelter because of limited space. Though the statis-
tics may seem overwhelming, educators, having an important 
role in children’s lives, can do much to help. The following 
suggestions were adapted from Olson & Hyson (2003) and 
the Prevent Child Abuse America 2006 Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month Packet.

Build the social networks of families
Provide information on parenting and child develop-
ment
Strengthen parenting
Link families to services and opportunities
Speak out against violence and child abuse and neglect
Promote social and emotional as well as cognitive devel-
opment in children
Observe and respond to early warning signs of child 
abuse or neglect
Value and support parents

Visit Prevent Child Abuse Virginia at www.preventchilda-
buseva.org/ for more information.

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Prevent Child Abuse, Virginia!

By Selena M. Joy The Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), Part C 
Identification Community of Practice and the National Early 
Childhood Technical Assistance Center (NECTAC) Vulner-
able Populations Initiative are sponsoring a series of seven 
conference calls for Part C Coordinators, State ICC Chairs, 
State Liaison Officers for Child Abuse and Neglect, federal 
program staff, and technical assistance providers. Handouts, 
resource files, and a audio file of each call will be linked on 
the NECTAC web site after the call.

The calls will be presented between March and August, 
2007. Online registration is now open for the first call:

Title: Part C Standards of Practice in Response to CAPTA
Date/time of call: March 13, from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. EST 
Presenter: Aubyn Stahmer, PhD, Child and Adolescent 
Services Research Center, Children’s Hospital, San Diego, 
CA.

The topics and presenters for the complete series are listed 
below. Further details will be posted to this web page, with a 
link to registration: www.nectac.org/~calls/2007/vulnerable-
pops/vulnerablepops.asp

Developmental Profiles of Maltreated Infants and Toddlers
4/3/2007, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. EST  
Anita Scarborough, PhD, FPG Child Development 
Institute
Julie McCrae, Doctoral Candidate, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Social Work

Potential Impact of a Mandatory Offer of a Referral from 
Child Welfare to the Early Intervention System (TBA) 

MECLI and Implementing Mandated Referrals of Abused 
or Neglected Children to Early Intervention (TBA)  

Factors Found to Influence the Implementation of EI Refer-
ral Offers by Child Welfare Caseworkers (TBA)

Implications for Local and State Interagency Collaboration, 
Staff Training and Skills (TBA)

Linking Infants and Toddlers who are Homeless with Early 
Intervention Programs  (TBA)  

Meeting the Needs of Preschool Homeless Children: Spe-
cial Challenges (TBA)

The final installment in the series will be presented by 
Diana Bowman of NCHE and Patricia Popp from Project 
HOPE-Virginia. For more information about this series of 
conference calls, please contact Evelyn Shaw at NECTAC, 
evelyn_shaw@unc.edu, or 919-962-7309.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Early Childhood Conference Call Series

EXTRA MILE AWARD 2006
Nominations may be submitted for individuals or 

organizations who have demonstrated a high level of 
commitment to meeting the 

educational needs of children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. 

See further details in the nomination packet on our 
web site or by contacting our office.

Deadline for nominations 5:00 p.m. 
March 8, 2007
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Resource Pool

Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chi-
cago provides research and resources on serving children and 
youth, including Child Welfare and Maltreatment Prevention, 
Community Development, Child Well-being, and Education. 

The Nexus of Youth Homelessness and the Child Welfare 
System, a Chapin Hall public policy forum, was held in Wash-
ington, D.C. on February 8. Panelists spoke about the charac-
teristics of homeless youth, the particular risk of homelessness 
faced by youth aging out of foster care, policy options to pre-
vent youth homelessness, and independent living programs 
that help at-risk youth successfully transition to adulthood.

Panelists were:
Moderator: Patrick Boyle, Editor, Youth Today
Martha Burt, Urban Institute
Amy Dworsky, Chapin Hall Center for Children
Bob Reeg, National Network for Youth
Bob Mecum, Lighthouse Youth Services

This presentation was part of the series, THURSDAY’S 
CHILD: A Monthly Public Policy Forum on Children, Fam-
ilies, and Communities. You can listen to the complete audio 
recording at: www.about.chapinhall.org/conferences/urban/
feb2007/presentations.html. 

Chapin Hall will conduct an internet-based conference se-
ries through Spring 2007 in collaboration with National Con-
ference of State Legislatures, a continuation of their 2006 se-
ries, Charting a Course. The programs will explore research 
on child and family issues as well as policy and practice im-
plications. 

March 27 will address the overlap of families involved 
with both child welfare and Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF) agencies and explore ideas about 
how these systems can work together to better support the 
special needs of these families.

May 17 will discuss behavioral health programs that help 
identify social and emotional problems in young children 
in schools. Research has shown that children who partici-
pate in such programs had better attendance and perfor-
mance than children at comparison schools.

June 20 will explore programs that provide jobs for dis-
advantaged youth and discuss ideas on how to encourage 
employers to hire at-risk youth and develop a structure to 
sustain their employment.

Links to all past audio and web conferences are available 
in the conference section of the Chapin Hall web site: http://
www.about.chapinhall.org/conferences/conferences.html

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

Chapin Hall Center for Children

The Federal Resources for Education Excellence (FREE) 
web site through the US Department of Education (ED) offers 
hundreds of resources for teachers and students. The site of-
fers resources in Science, Math, History, Language Arts, Arts 
& Music, and Health & Physical Education. Each subject has 
its own resource list. FREE provides its resources through 
links to other federal sites including the Smithsonian Muse-
um, the National Parks sites, NASA, the Library of Congress, 
and many others. Some sections provide suggestions about 
teaching across disciplines; others offer lesson plans, primary 
documents and videos. The web sites have activities for stu-
dents. Though FREE has existed since 1998, it has recently 
been redesigned and is very easy to navigate with over 1,500 
teaching and learning resources available. And best of all, it is 
all free! The FREE web site is http://free.ed.gov.

FREE!

On March 8, Feed the Children will supply many of Vir-
ginia’s homeless children and youth with backpacks filled 
with school supplies and snacks. Feed the Children, through a 
partnership with the National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY), will help connect 
homeless students with the resources they need to ensure their 
educational success. 

This new alliance is in response to the alarming surge in 
the number of homeless families in the US and is intended to 
nourish the growing bodies and minds of our nation’s needi-
est children. Each backpack is filled with non-perishable food 
items, grade-appropriate school supplies and personal hy-
giene items. School supplies include books, paper, notebooks, 
pens, pencils crayons, glue, scissors and binders. Personal 
care items, such as a toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, comb, 
brush and soap will also be provided.

Two drop off locations have been selected for March 8, 
2007 – one in Roanoke and one in Stafford County. School 
divisions interested in participating will be required to have 
someone on-hand at the location of their choice to pick up 
their supply of backpacks. 

Please respond to Project HOPE-Virginia with your in-
terest in participating in this event at jaminc@wm.edu or 
757-221-4002. This initiative provides a great opportunity to 
involve community partners in your services for students ex-
periencing homelessness!

Feed the Children Comes to Virginia    
March 8, 2007!

Contributing writer Elaine Gantz-Wright, Feed The Children 

By Selena M. Joy
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                    PROJECT HOPE STAFF

State Coordinator Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Grants Administrator Jodi Mincemoyer
Research Assistants Selena M. Joy
 Jessica Murray

Upcoming Events
Feed the Children Supply Drop!

March 8, 2007       Roanoke or Stafford County

National Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators

NCLB: Today‛s Challenges, 
Tomorrow‛s Opportunities

March 11-14, 2007                   Washington, DC

Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar
March 20-21, 2007          Williamsburg, VA

see page 3 and our web site

Shining Stars
Charting the Future for Today‛s Children

July 11-13, 2007       Virginia Beach, VA
Deadline for Proposals March 2, 2007

 LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 2007
www.naehcy.org

Virginia Association of Federal Education 
Program Administrators

October 17-19, 2007    Roanoke, VA

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

November 10-13, 2007              Portland, OR
www.naehcy.org

LeTendre Education Fund

The LeTendre awards were established in memory of 
André LeTendre, husband of Mary Jean LeTendre. Mary 
Jean LeTendre is the former Director of Compensatory Ed-
ucation Programs at the US ED. Each year, the LeTendre 
Fund provides scholarship assistance to students who are, 
or have been, homeless. The scholarships are a one-time 
award of $1,000 to help defray the costs of higher educa-
tion.

“We honor these young individuals, not only because 
they are going on to new academic heights, but because of 
the obstacles they have overcome to get to where they are 
today,” noted LeTendre.

Recipients are selected for their extraordinary commit-
ment to education, despite the deprivation and disruption 
caused by homelessness. The students honored in 2006, 
like their predecessors, overcame hurdles such as hunger; 
moving from place to place in search of stable housing; loss 
of family; depression and anxiety; and numerous school ab-
sences and changes. In addition to their school struggles, 
many students had to care for younger siblings, parents 
who were suffering from physical or mental illness, and 
raise themselves at the same time. In their written essays, 
each recipient articulated his or her belief in the importance 
of education, and their determination to succeed. 

Roni Antoinette Flakes, from North Little Rock, AR, 
one of 15 winners of the 2006 LeTendre award, is a student 
at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, Pulaski Tech-
nical Center. “Books became my habitation; I was content 
to settle there,” Roni wrote in her essay. She reflects on 
her constant hunger for learning, devouring numbers and 
words. She became a high achiever, earning straight A’s and 
winning awards for accomplishments in math and writing. 
Roni hopes to share those accomplishments with others like 
her: “I will also open an arts center where children living in 
poverty can participate in the arts for little to no money.”

In addition to the award and scholarship, LeTendre 
Scholars are entitled to an all expense paid trip to the an-
nual conference of the National Association for the Educa-
tion of Homeless Children and Youth, where they address 
the audience of conference attendees and discuss their ex-
periences. The students become part of a cohort and gain 
mentors in their fellow formerly homeless students and 
those who work in homeless education. The experience is 
life changing for many students who describe feeling like 
outcasts and loners through much of their lives. 

Help change the lives of students experiencing 
homelessness today by encouraging those you serve to ap-
ply for the LeTendre Scholarship. For more information 
on the LeTendre Fund or to download an application, visit 
www.naehcy.org, or contact Patricia Popp at pxpopp@wm.
edu.



ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO FREE, 

APPROPRIATE PUBLIC EDUCATION

How can delays be avoided when  
enrolling a student experiencing 

homelessness in school?

Enroll the student immediately
Contact the previous school and ask that 
the records be sent electronically or shared 
over the phone
Contact the principal, school counselor, or 
local homeless education liaison with any 
concerns
Contact the local homeless education 
liaison to support unaccompanied youth 
when enrolling in school

•
•

•

•

Where can a child or youth without a fixed, 
regular, and adequate residence attend 

school?

The school the child or youth attended 
before becoming homeless or was last en-
rolled (school of origin)
The school in the attendance area where 
the child or youth is currently living

•

•

Where can I get help?

P.O. Box 8795 | Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795
757-221-4002 | Toll Free: 877-455-3412 | TDD: 757-221-2302 | Fax: 757-221-2988

homlss@wm.edu | www.wm.edu/hope

The federal McKinney-Vento Act 
guarantees school enrollment for anyone 

who, due to a lack of housing, does not have 
a fixed, regular, and adequate night time 
residence, such as a child or youth who 

lives:

In an emergency or transitional shelter
In a motel, hotel, or campground
In a car, park, public place, bus or train sta-
tion, or abandoned building
Doubled up with relatives or friends
In these conditions and is a migratory child 
or youth

•
•
•

•
•

Including children and youth with:
Uncertain housing
A temporary address
No permanent physical address

•
•
•

Children and youth living in these settings meet criteria for the 
McKinney-Vento definition of homelessness and have 

special educational rights. 
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DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, 
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals, 
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or 
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
·  In the above conditions and is a mi-

gratory child or youth. 
*To determine homelessness, consider 
the permanence and adequacy of the liv-
ing situation.

WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?
Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 
list, have questions related to the education 
of homeless children and youth, or would like 
additional information, brochures, posters, or 
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 
 (877) 455-3412 
Phone:  (757) 221-4002 
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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