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From the Desk of the State Coordinator

Extra Mile Award
Nominate the people and

programs who have
made a difference!

Nomination materials are available on our
website.

It seems to be ages ago that the wrapping paper and ribbons
were discarded. The stacks of work on our desks continue to rise,
despite our best efforts. It is hard to believe the holidays were just
last month!

The new year brings new opportunities to find meaningful so-
lutions to the challenges faced by children and youth in homeless
situations. As I reviewed the articles in this issue of the HOPE
newsletter, I was reminded once again of the vast number of agen-
cies and resources that can be called upon to make a difference in
the lives of the children we serve. On the following pages you will
find examples local initiatives that provide school supplies and stable
educational environments, statewide efforts such as VITA, to en-
sure people eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit receive its
benefit, and revised federal legislation that increasingly considers
the needs of homeless and highly mobile students.

The HOPE Seminar, Opening Doors and Minds: Ensuring
Educational Access and Success, March 7-8 in Colonial
Williamsburg will provide an opportunity to gain greater under-
standing of the variety of agencies and resources that exist to
better serve our students. We hope you will be able to join us and
add to the conversation. Details for the seminar can be found on
pages 3-4.

The entire staff at Project HOPE-Virginia wishes you a
new year filled with successes in meeting the needs of children
and youth experiencing homelessness.

Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.
Virginia State Coordinator
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Summarized by Sarah Bratton

IDEA Reauthorized

The United States Conference of Mayors released their
annual Hunger and Homelessness Survey for 2004. The
survey was conducted in 27 cities across the country, in-
cluding Norfolk, Virginia. Each city was asked to provide
information and estimates on the demand for emergency
food assistance and emergency shelter in addition to exist-
ing agencies’ capabilities to meet these needs. The pri-
mary causes of hunger and homelessness, demographic
information of those seeking assistance, successful pro-
grams or efforts directed at homelessness and hunger, the
accessibility of affordable housing for those with low in-
comes, and the forecast for the future given the current
local economy and its effect on hunger and homelessness
were addressed as well. Some of the key findings of the
survey follow.

Hunger:
• Ninety-six percent of the cities surveyed saw an in-

crease in the number of requests for emergency food
assistance. On average, this was a 14 percent increase
from the previous year.

• Requests for emergency food assistance by families
with children grew by an average of 13 percent.

• An average of 20 percent of the requests for emer-
gency food assistance is estimated to have been unmet
within the past year.

• Children and their parents comprised 56 percent of
those requesting emergency food assistance.

• Unemployment and other employment-related issues
were cited as the leading causes for hunger. Other
causes listed include low-paying jobs, high housing costs,
and medical or health care costs.

Homelessness:
• Seventy percent of the cities surveyed reported an in-

crease in the number of requests for emergency shel-
ter. On average, this was a six percent increase from
the previous year

• Requests for emergency shelter by families with chil-
dren increased by 7 percent.

• An average of 23 percent of requests for emergency
shelter is estimated to have been unmet. When con-
sidering families with children, this number increased
to 32 percent.

• In the cities surveyed, an average person remains
homeless for eight months.

• Lack of affordable housing tops the list of causes of
homelessness.

• City officials estimate that, on average, 40 percent of
those experiencing homelessness are families with chil-
dren and five percent are unaccompanied youth.

Housing:
• Sixty-eight percent of the cities experienced an increase

in the requests for assisted housing.
• Before receiving public housing in the cities surveyed,

an applicant must wait an average of 20 months.
Projection:

• Officials in 88 percent of the cities predict an increase
in the number of requests for emergency food assis-
tance and in the number of requests for emergency
shelter in 2005.

• City officials expect that economic conditions will con-
tinue to have a negative effect on hunger and
homelessness.
The United States Conference of Mayors-Sodexho

USA Hunger and Homelessness Survey 2004 can be
found in its entirety online at http://www.usmayors.org/
uscm/home.asp

Hunger and Homelessness Survey 2004

Legislation protecting the rights of students with dis-
abilities has been in existence since the mid 1970s. The
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was
reauthorized in November 2004 as The Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004, Public
Law No. 108-446.

Every state that receives federal funding to serve the
needs of students with disabilities now has the responsibil-
ity to align its policies and procedures with the new law.
Changes to IDEA addressed in the reauthorization that may
have an impact on students who are homeless include:

• Outreach to and identification of children with disabili-

ties who also are experiencing homelessness;
• Revised policies and procedures in areas such as as-

sessment, record transfer, and notice of complaint to
ensure FAPE for students who are highly mobile;

• Services to unaccompanied youth; and
• Access to early intervention services for students ex-

periencing homelessness.

Further details about the reauthorization will be avail-
able this spring, including a session on this topic at the
Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar. See opposite page for
details.
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Concurrent Sessions III

Starting From Zero: How we Established an Effective Identifi-
cation and Tracking System in One Year

Ms. Lisa Von Dohlen, LCSW, Stafford County Public
Schools

Models for Collaboration: Using Title I Funding and Commu-
nity Resources to Improve Services for Students Experienc-
ing Homelessness

Ms. Malora Horn, Roanoke City Schools
Dr. Gabrielle Peltier, Norfolk Public Schools

Seeing the Big Picture: Creating Interactive Study Guides
Ms. Pamela Aerni, Doctoral Fellow, College of William &
Mary

Advanced McKinney-Vento: The Finer Points of Law and
Implementation

Ms. Barbara Duffield, NAEHCY
Ms. Joy Moses, National Law Center for Homelessness
and Poverty

Concurrent Sessions I

A Local Homeless Education Liaison’s Toolkit: The Nuts and
Bolts of Fulfilling Your Role

Dr. Patricia Popp, State Coordinator, Project HOPE-VA
President, National Association for the Education of
Homeless Children and Youth (NAEHCY)

Using Student-Level Data for Evaluation and Program
Improvement

Dr. Jim Winship, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
Ms. Mary Herrington, Richmond Public Schools

Community Resources Panel
Facilitator: Ms. Barbara Duffield, NAEHCY
Panelists:  Ms. Alicia Cost, Ms. Karen Fitzhugh, PolkaDot

Arts, Mr. Ray Hartz, Legal Aid Society of Eastern Virginia, Ms.
Lynn James, Community Colonial Services Board, Mr. Earl
Johnson, Social Security Administration, Mr. Loren Johnson,
Internal Revenue Service, Mr. Duke Storen, Department of
Social Services

Concurrent Sessions IIa

Reaching Teens Through Their Art, Music, and Movies
Ms. Angel Hinson, School District of Oconee County,
Westminster, SC

Safety as the Key to Success in Domestic Violence Interven-
tion

Dr. Alice Twining, Samaritan House

Concurrent Sessions IIb

Unlocking Reading Comprehension: Writing Is The Key
Ms. Louise Smith, M.S., VDOE T/TAC College of William
& Mary

Opening Doors for Teens Experiencing Homelessness
Ms. Sheryl Nussbaum-Beach, Virginia Beach City Public
Schools

Concurrent Sessions IV

Maintaining the School of Origin for Students Experiencing
Homelessness

Ms. B.J. McGrath, Virginia Beach City Public Schools
Ms. Susan Miller, Arlington County Public Schools

Serving Unaccompanied Youth In School and Out
Mishaela Duran, National Network for Youth

IDEA Reauthorization: Coordinating Services with
McKinney-Vento

Dr. Patricia Popp, Project HOPE-Virginia
Ms. Michele Myers, Doctoral Fellow, College of William
&Mary

Concurrent Session Schedule

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Monday, March 7, 2005
12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Registration
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions I see below
1:00 p.m. – 2:25 p.m. Concurrent Sessions IIa see below
2:35 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions IIb see below

7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Registration
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. Continental Breakfast
8:30 a.m. –10:00 a.m. General Session Keynote Address by Liz Murray

10:00 a.m. –10:10 a.m. Coffee Break
10:10 a.m. –11:25 p.m. Concurrent Sessions III see below
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Luncheon Blues: A Handbook for the Future Homeless

Presented by The Patriot Playhouse at First Colonial High School
1:35 p.m. – 2:50 p.m. Concurrent Sessions IV see below
2:50 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Refreshment Break
3:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. General Session Keynote Address by Donald Bartlette

4:15 p.m. Adjourn
* Schedule is subject to change. Please check website for session details and updates.

Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar  Agenda*

More sessions are being added to Tuesday’s roster.
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Keynote Speakers Bring Personal Stories
of Triumph to Williamsburg

Dr. Don Bartlette, a Native American activist, social
worker, counselor, advocate, and educator, has spent his
life working with children and families in need. He is a
professional speaker who communicates a message of
hope and courage to anyone who cares for or about chil-
dren. With his gift for storytelling, Dr. Bartlette relates his
personal account of childhood as a Chippewa Indian grow-
ing up with severe speech and physical disabilities in an
environment of poverty, child abuse, family violence, rac-
ism, and alcoholism.

His life story has been portrayed in a stage production
and in a song, both titled “Macaroni at Midnight.” Many
accolades and official titles have been awarded to Dr.
Bartlette over his career. He is a recognized spokesperson
for the rights of individuals with disabilities and for chil-
dren. As he shares the efforts of the one person in his
community who helped him overcome these disadvantages,
he illustrates the power we each have to change a life. His
story is an inspiration to those working with children ev-
erywhere!

Don Bartlette
Lifelong Activist for the Rights of Children

On Tuesday, March 8, Project HOPE-Virginia
presents two powerful speakers who share
their stories of overcoming many odds. They
remind audiences of the humanity behind the
statistics that are covered in news stories and
reports.

Her story has been made into a television movie and
has been amazing audiences for years. Liz began support-
ing her drug addicted parents at age 10 and became home-
less at 15 when her mother died. Her inspirational journey
through parental loss, life on New York City’s streets, and
her eventual discovery of the power of education is a trib-
ute to the power of the individual to overcome tremendous
disadvantage. She leads us to see how everything that we
do for children is meaningful. Liz completed high school in
two years, earned a full scholarship to Harvard University
and is now a student at Columbia University. She was one
of the first recipients of Oprah Winfrey’s Chutzpah Award.
Her memoir, Breaking Night, is due out this year.

Liz Murray
Homeless to Harvard

Opening Doors and Minds: Ensuring Educational Access and Success
March 7-8, 2005

Colonial Williamsburg
Travel and Lodging Information

Lodging Colonial Williamsburg
Make your reservations directly with the Woodlands Hotel & Suites through the central reservation office at
1-800-261-9530. The conference rate per night for single/double occupancy is $85.00 plus tax. To ensure the
conference rate, please identify yourself as a participant of the Project HOPE-Virginia seminar. The conference
rate is available until the block runs out. Make your reservations early! Hotel Parking is free.

Driving Directions

To the Woodlands Hotel & Suites
From Interstate 64, take exit 238 onto Route 143 East. Follow Route 143 to the second traffic light and bear right
onto Route 132. Continue on Route 132, following signs to the Visitor Center. At second left, turn onto a concrete
aggregate road, Route 132Y. Turn at the first left; the Woodlands Hotel & Suites is at the top of the hill.

To the Woodlands Conference Center
This will take you directly to the conference site, which is more convenient than driving to the hotel side of the
complex.
From Interstate 64, take exit 238 onto Route 143 East. Follow Route 143 to the second traffic light and bear right
onto Route 132. At first left, turn onto Rt. 60, Bypass Rd. At the first right, turn into the Woodlands complex. The
Woodlands Conference Center is on your right. You may park in that lot; no permit is required.
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* For larger quantities contact Project HOPE-Virginia
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All publications are available on our website
 http://www.wm.edu/hope

They are not copyrighted and can be copied with
appropriate reference to Project HOPE-Virginia.

Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of William & Mary
 P O Box 8795
Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988
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Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250

Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 100

McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25

McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs ***          ***

Special Education and Homelessness For Educators 25

Special Education and Homelessness For Families and Shelters 25

Early Childhood Special Education For Families and Shelters 25

Early Childhood Special Education For Educators 25

Questions and Answers 25

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link 25

School Nurses: It is Not Just Bandages Anymore REVISED Fall 2004! 25

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth 10

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Children REVISED Winter 2004! 25

What Educators Can Do REVISED Winter 2004! 25

Standards of Learning Support ***          ***

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation 1

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School 10

Project HOPE Publications Quantity
 Requested

Maximum
Order*

Materials Order Form



Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores
resiliency with suggestions for ways to nurture this
protective factor.

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides
suggestions for meeting the needs of highly mobile
students at the division level, school level, and classroom
level. Revised Spring 2004

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of
homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome
and support homeless students in the classroom. Revised
Spring 2004

Standards of Learning Support

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature
Correlation  Provides a listing of more than 700 children’s
books with the SOL that the content addresses. A process
for nominating additional books is included. (Updated to
match the revised standards, Summer 2003.)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (K-5) Summarizes the
standards for grades K through 5 in easy-to-understand
terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and
non-educators a quick reference to the content students
must master at each grade level. Educators also may find
the one-page per grade level format useful. (Revised
Summer 2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (Middle School)
Summarizes the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-
to-understand terms. This document was prepared to offer
parents and non-educators a quick reference to the content
students must master at each grade level.  (Revised Summer
2003)

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (High School)
Summarizes the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-
to-understand terms. This document was prepared to offer
parents and non-educators a quick reference to the content
students must master at each grade level. (Revised Summer
2003)

Information Briefs
Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know

About Special Education and Homelessness Provides
educators with tips on supporting families experiencing
homelessness through the special education process.

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need
to Know About Special Education and Homelessness
Provides families experiencing homelessness and service
providers who work with these families with an overview of
the special education process and tips for working through
the process.

 Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for
Families and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families
and shelter providers can encourage the development of
young children and become aware of potential concerns. It
provides resources and strategies to assist when delays
are observed.

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young
Children Experiencing Homelessness Provides
educators with information, resources, and strategies for
supporting families with young children who are
experiencing homelessness and may have special needs.

Questions and Answers for Supporting the Academic
Success of Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness Answers basic questions regarding the
educational needs of children and youth experiencing
homelessness. It is a useful resource for school
administrators.

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines
research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions
to provide health care to students experiencing
homelessness. Revised Fall 2004

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School
Success for Students Experiencing Homelessness
Offers concrete suggestions that school social workers may
find  helpful when assisting a family who is experiencing
homelessness.

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our website and copied with appropriate reference to
Project HOPE-Virginia.
The Project HOPE-Virginia website contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing
homelessness, as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness
Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing

homelessness. The brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be
accessed for additional support.

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and
chapters, audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students
experiencing homelessness. (Revised Winter 2003)



Wise County Public Schools Homeless Program

By Donna Bates, Wise County Public Schools

Wise County Public Schools provides a collection of
school supplies to each school with an identified homeless
population through its McKinney-Vento subgrant funding.
These much-needed school supplies are well received by
children of all ages, and enable the children to have one
less thing to worry about during the school day. The school
division also uses Title I funding to provide school supplies
to a local shelter for families experiencing homelessness.
Wise County Schools provides extra tutoring during the
school day to children who are identified as homeless. This
small group support and additional practice in subject ar-
eas has made all the difference in helping children acquire
the skills necessary to complete their school assignments.

Voices for Virginia’s Children is the Virginia KIDS
COUNT organization and is responsible for compiling vari-
ous types of information regarding the status of Virginia’s
children that is reported nationally in the KIDS COUNT
Data Book, produced by the Casey Foundation. These
data are available at the city and county level. Voices for
Virginia’s Children also tracks many Child Indicators that
are not reported in other sources, such as, Early Prenatal
Care, Intake Involving Juvenile Delinquency, Teen Violent
Deaths, Child Deaths, Children in Foster Care, Child Day
Care Capacity, Students in Special Education, Children
Receiving TANF, Per Capita Income, and, Students Eli-
gible for Free or Reduced Price School Lunch. In addition,
the organization collects and publishes research on priority
issues, such as foster care and early childhood. For more
information, visit their website at http://www.vakids.org.

This letter was written by a mom whose daughter has
benefited from the McKinney-Vento subgrant adminis-
tered by Arlington County Public Schools.

There is a saying that sometimes we have to hit “rock
bottom” before we get better. Like many others in the
current homeless population, I never envisioned being with-
out a home. But a sudden divorce at a time that I was
working only a few hours a month forced me to move
three times within a very short period. Then, my adult daugh-
ter and roommate got married and moved out. Because of
the skyrocketing housing costs in Arlington, I ended up
renting a couple of bedrooms in a town home for my now
10-year old daughter and myself. When our landlord pre-
maturely ended the rental agreement a few months ago, I
had no money saved and only part time employment.

Moderately ADHD, my daughter has an Individual-
ized Education Plan (IEP) at an excellent Arlington school
where she is enrolled in its Montessorri program. Consid-
ering the degree of housing instability we had experienced,
I was very committed to maintaining some degree of rou-
tine and predictability in her life so we moved into The
Arlington Community Temporary Shelter (TACTS) so she
could continue attending her school. Otherwise, I would
have relocated to a less expensive area.

Moving from place to place and being without your
own home is a very unsettling and disruptive experience.
Until moving into TACTS, I had received very little sup-
port in adjusting to the constant transition my daughter and
I have been facing. However, the many services that we

have been fortunate to receive have greatly eased that
transition and helped me address other issues that have
stood in the way of my securing adequate employment.

For example, Project Extra Step, Arlington’s
McKinney-Vento subgrant program, arranged after-school
tutoring for my daughter to help meet her need for addi-
tional individualized instruction. This program also increases
her one-on-one contact with positive adult role models and
lessens my need to provide her constant attention and re-
inforcement when she is at home.

I actually found out through a childcare coordinator
that works with Project Extra Step that my daughter’s right
to continue attending her school until the end of the school
year is protected by law so we recently moved into a
relative’s home outside of Arlington. Project Extra Step is
helping me with the costs of transporting my daughter back
and forth to school until I secure a dependable car.   This
support is allowing me to save more money towards mov-
ing into a home of our own in the future.

Other services that we were able to take advantage
of while living at TACTS included counseling, emergency
assistance to cover a consultation with a physician spe-
cializing in ADHD, and a referral to a holiday gift program
that gave my daughter a bicycle (the first in many years),
clothing items, and art supplies. I received gifts as well.

I feel very excited and confident about our recovery
from our housing setbacks, and I am very thankful for the
help that Project Extra Step and TACTS provided my fam-
ily.

A Mother’s Voice

In Your Neighborhood
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News and Resources
Compiled by Sarah Bratton

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
program provides tax help to people whose incomes are at
or below $36,000. Trained volunteers are available to as-
sist with tax returns, often at convenient locations such as
schools, libraries, or community centers. This tax prepara-
tion service is free of charge, and many locations will file
the taxes electronically at no cost. For more information,
including the documents to take along when visiting a VITA
site, please refer to the IRS website at http://www.irs.gov/
individuals/article/0,,id=107626,00.html. The closest VITA
site may be identified by calling 1-800-829-1040.

The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is an im-
portant tax benefit for people with low to moderate in-
comes. Many qualifying citizens are unaware that they
might be eligible for a refund of all or part of the federal
income tax that was deducted from their paychecks
throughout the year. In order to qualify, people must file a
tax return, even if they did not earn enough money to be
obligated to file. Also, EITC does not affect certain wel-
fare payments. The IRS website contains detailed infor-
mation about filing for this benefit at http://www.irs.gov/
individuals/article/0,,id=96406,00.html or go to www.irs.gov
and search on EITC.

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities has cre-
ated a 2005 Earned Income Tax Credit Outreach Kit, which
provides more information on the EITC and its require-
ments. The kit can be found online at http://www.cbpp.org/
eic2005/index.html. It also contains brochures, posters, and
flyers in Spanish and English for outreach.

The federal Child and Adult Care Food Program is a re-
source for feeding children and youth in homeless, run-
away, and domestic violence shelters and some transitional
housing. Congress recently extended the program’s eligi-
bility for children and youth in shelters from 13 to 18 years
of age. Shelters can receive up to $5.70 per day for each
participant served. For example, shelters serving meals to
20 children and youth per day could be eligible to receive
up to $41,000 a year in food program reimbursements.
The Food Research and Action Center has provided an
outreach toolkit, including state agency contacts and out-
reach materials regarding the program, at: http://
www.frac.org/html/federal_food_programs/programs/
homeless/homeless_index.html.
For additional assistance, contact Geri Henchy at
ghenchy@frac.org or (202) 986-2200, ext 3025.

Nutrition Sources for Shelters Expanded

Income Tax Information

The National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)
has developed an online homeless education forum. The
forum will provide educators working with children and
youth experiencing homeless an opportunity to share use-
ful resources and information. Possible submissions include
local policies, training materials, sample forms, and public
awareness materials. Submitted items will be reviewed
before posting for accuracy, relevance, and quality. The
site can be accessed at http://www.serve.org/nche/forum/
forum.php.
This winter NCHE released four new publications related
to working with students living in homeless and high pov-
erty environments. All are available on their website at
http://www.serve.org/nche/.

• Reading on the Go! Students Who Are Highly
Mobile and Reading Instruction, written by
Virginia’s State Coordinator for Homeless Educa-
tion, Dr. Patricia Popp, summarizes current research
on effective instruction of reading to highly mobile
elementary school students. This document is the
first in a two-part project; phase two will include a
toolkit that will be a compilation of resources for
educators.

• Increasing School Stability for Students Experi-
encing Homelessness: Overcoming Challenges to
Providing Transportation to the School of Ori-
gin includes strategies to provide transportation ef-
fectively and efficiently, highlighting school districts
that have implemented successful transportation pro-
grams.

• Domestic Violence, Homelessness, and Children’s
Education, highlights policies and strategies that
schools and service providers can enact to ensure
the privacy, safety, and support for students in fami-
lies that experience domestic violence.

• Including Children and Youth Experiencing
Homelessness in State and Local School District
Accountability Systems. With the strong emphasis
on accountability in the No Child Left Behind Act,
states and local education agencies are now respon-
sible for the academic performance of all children
and youth. The emphasis on participation in assess-
ment systems helps ensure that all students receive
the educational opportunities and services they need
to learn to their full potential.

Updates from the National Center
for Homeless Education
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                    Project HOPE Staff
State Coordinator                 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Office Manager Jodi A. Mincemoyer
Graduate Assistants Pamela Aerni

Sarah Bratton
Michele Myers

Upcoming Events
Virginia Council for Learning Disabilities

Regional Symposium

March 4-5, 2005      Dulles Hyatt, Northern VA
www.vcld.org/

Project HOPE-Virginia

Opening Doors and Minds
March 7-8, 2005               Colonial Williamsburg

Child Welfare League of America

Children 2005: Crossing the Cultural Divide
March 9-11, 2005                   Washington, DC

www.cwla.org/

Voices for Virginia’s Children

Workshop

March 15, 2005     Roanoke Higher Ed Center
www.vakids.org/

Head Start Collaboration

National Association of Federal Education

Program Administrators

March 19-23, 2005     Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
www.nafepa.org/

Council for Exceptional Children

April 6-9, 2005                     Baltimore, MD
www.cec.sped.org

Addressing Challenging Behaviors

May 13, 2005                     Richmond, VA
VDOE T/TAC at VCU

Hilliard House Golf Tournament

June 13, 2005             Richmond, VA
Sue Lyddan 804-236-5800

National Association for the Education of

Homeless Children and Youth

October 22-25, 2005               New Orleans, LA
www.naehcy.org

By Pam Aerni

The Virginia Head Start Collaboration Project was
initiated through a federal grant of $150,000 from the
U. S. Department of Health and Human Services and
received an additional $50,000 from the Virginia De-
partment of Social Services. A key purpose of the
project is to create partnerships to build early child-
hood systems with enhanced access to comprehen-
sive services and support for all children from low-
income families. Facilitation and encouragement of
widespread collaborations between Head Start and
other service programs in Virginia is also a major ob-
jective of the project. Goals of the Virginia Head Start
Collaboration Project include: improving and expand-
ing services, facilitating a more coordinated approach
to planning and service delivery, improving access to
health services, expanding and improving educational
opportunities, improving collaboration with welfare/so-
cial services systems, and improving opportunities with
students with disabilities.

Collaboration among public service agencies en-
ables pooling of resources and knowledge to better
serve their young children living in poverty while re-
ducing the number of service entry points. Other states
have created similar collaborative partnerships to pro-
vide improved services to  low-income families, par-
ticularly those facing homelessness. In Pasco County,
Florida, the Education for Homeless Children and Youth
program collaborates with various community agen-
cies to ensure improved service delivery. Pasco So-
cial Services developed a program to serve doubled-
up families by offering assistance with expenses re-
lated to setting up a new residence. In Cincinnati, Ohio,
Project Connect Homeless Children’s Fund collabo-
rates with school districts to provide a school psycholo-
gist one day a week to expedite services for homeless
children. The project also secures the services of an
early childhood specialist to visit shelters.

Virginia Coalition for Child Abuse Prevention

April is
Child Abuse Prevention

Month
For campaign materials and

event schedules, visit
preventchildabuseva.org

1-800-CHILDREN



WHERE CAN I GO
FOR ASSISTANCE AND

RESOURCES?

Project HOPE-Virginia
If you would like to be added to our mailing
list, have questions related to the education
of homeless children and youth, or would like
additional information, brochures, posters, or
resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA):
(877) 455-3412

Phone: (757) 221-4002
TDD: (757) 221-2302
Fax:  (757) 221-2988
E-Mail: homlss@wm.edu

DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing,
lives:
· In emergency or transitional shelters;
· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals,
awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or
train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;
· In these conditions and is a migratory

child or youth.
*To determine homelessness, consider
the permanence and adequacy of the
living situation.

Winter 2005
Newsletter

Project HOPE-Virginia
The College of  William and Mary
P.O. Box 8795
Jones Hall 305
Williamsburg, Virginia 23187-8795

After reading, please distrib
ute among

your colleagues. Pass it 
on!

www.wm.edu/hope
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