
Newsletter
With funding from the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act Spring 2005

From the Desk of the State Coordinator Project HOPE-Virginia is Virginia’s 

Program for the Education of Homeless 

Children and Youth.  The College of 

William and Mary administers the program 

for the Virginia Department of  Education.  

Funding is authorized under the McKinney-

Vento Homeless Education Act, Title X, 

Part C of the No Child Left Behind Act (P.L. 

107-110).

 The purpose of Project HOPE-Virginia 

is to ensure the enrollment, attendance, and 

success of homeless children and youth 

in school. The Project HOPE-Virginia 

Newsletter is an effort to increase awareness 

and identify resources regarding the issues 

of homeless education. For a listing of 

the other resources available from Project 

HOPE-Virginia, see pages 5 and 6.

Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.

Virginia State Coordinator

James H. Stronge, Ph.D.

Faculty Liaison

Inside this Issue       Page

IDEA Reauthorization & Homelessness 2

Seminar Recap 3

School Level Contacts 3

Communities in Crisis 4

Materials Order Form 5-6

Standards of Learning Resources 7

News and Resources 8

New Books 9

Events Calendar 9

Defi nition and Contact Information 10

Project HOPE-Virginia Seminar 

February 27-28, 2006

Featuring Jonathan Kozol,

Author of Savage Inequalities
See page 3 for more information.

 Many of us are crossing the fi nal days of school off our calendars and juggling 

SOL assessments, fi nal grades, fi eld days, and visits to middle and high schools 

for our rising sixth and ninth graders. As the days get warmer and our energy 

levels sometimes wane, there is obviously no rest for the weary! Celebrating suc-

cesses can help us refuel. Looking back over the last school year and the many 

conversations our staff has had with school and shelter personnel suggests that 

schools have improved their ability to identify students who are homeless and 

provide these children and youth with needed academic support. More and more 

educators have heard of the McKinney-Vento Act and have learned about their 

legal responsibilities to serve these students. More students have had the oppor-

tunity to experience a stable year in school, despite transitions in their living ar-

rangements. We look forward to supporting local efforts to continue these trends 

in the future. Here are some of the projects our offi ce is pursuing at this time:

Project HOPE-VA is accepting proposals for the next three-year subgrant 

cycle. See page 4 for more information.

Local Title I and Consolidated Applications are currently being developed 

and include questions related to coordination with McKinney-Vento pro-

gramming. Resources to assist in the completion of these questions  can be 

found at the HOPE website.

The Virginia Department of Education anticipates a compliance monitoring 

visit from the US Department of Education this fall. Programs to be moni-

tored include Title I and the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education. Along 

with state level monitoring, several local school divisions will be visited. 

We will share additional details as they develop.

The US Department of Education is requesting data this fall on the inci-

dence of homelessness among children for the 2004-05 school year. This is 

no longer a “child estimate,” as conducted in the past, but an actual count 

based on identifying individual students through the student record sys-

tem in schools. In addition, supplemental information beyond incidence 

is required. If you receive a request for such information from our offi ce, 

PLEASE take the time to provide your data. The more complete our re-

sponse rate, the more accurately we can our chart future efforts.

Another survey request from our offi ce may come your way. Again, we 

need your time and expertise as we explore the needs of older youth experi-

encing homelessness. The results of this study will be available in the fall. 

 Enjoy a summer of enrichment, refueling, and relaxation. Continue to let us 

know how we can be of assistance as you make such a summer a reality, as well, 

for children experiencing homelessness.

 Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D.,

 Virginia State Coordinator

•

•

•

•

•



Project HOPE-Virginia Newsletter2

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) was reauthorized in November as The Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Improvement Act of 2004. The new legislation includes provisions that have an impact on students with disabilities 

who experience homelessness. Such provisions are summarized in the table below.

The US Department of Education Offi ce of Special Education Programs (OSEP) anticipates releasing draft regulations for 

IDEA 2004 this Spring. Updates on these regulations of special interest for students who are experiencing homelessness can be 

found by visiting the NAEHCY website: www.naehcy.org.

Defi nitions The defi nition of homelessness is aligned with the McKinney-Vento Act (Title X, Part C, 

NCLB).

The defi nition of parent in the law is expanded to align with that in previous federal regulations.

•

•

Identifi cation and 

Outreach

States must locate, identify, and evaluate children with disabilities who are homeless and determine 

which students are receiving needed services. (Child Find language in previous OSEP regulations 

is now in the law.) 

•

State Responsi-

bilities

States must meet the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act when fulfi lling their obligations 

under IDEA.

State and local McKinney-Vento personnel and a state child welfare representative must be included 

on the State Advisory Panel. 

•

•

Assessments Local educational agencies (LEA) must ensure assessments of children with suspected disabilities 

who transfer from one school district to another are quickly coordinated between the old and new 

school to make sure there is prompt completion of the evaluation for special education eligibil-

ity. 

•

School Transfers LEAs must ensure that children with disabilities who transfer between school districts in the same 

academic year with an active IEP immediately receive a free and appropriate education.

The LEA should consult with the parent and provide services comparable to the previously 

held IEP until they either adopt the previously held IEP or develop a new IEP consistent with 

federal and state law.

The new LEA should take reasonable steps to obtain the student’s records including the IEP 

and supporting documents, and the previous LEA should take reasonable steps to respond to 

the request promptly.

•

•

•

Unaccompanied 

Youth

When a youth is unaccompanied, LEAs are to appoint a surrogate parent. Reasonable effort must 

be made to complete this process within 30 days.

Staff members of emergency shelters, transitional shelters, street outreach programs, and indepen-

dent living programs may be appointed as surrogate parents, when appropriate.

For wards of the state, LEAs are not required to obtain parental consent for an initial evaluation 

if the LEA cannot fi nd the parent, parental rights have been terminated, or a judge has removed 

the educational decision-making rights of parents and appointed another person to represent the 

child.

Judges can appoint surrogate parents for wards of the state. 

•

•

•

•

Early 

Intervening 

Services

LEAs may target/budget up to 15% of their IDEA Part B funds to develop and implement services, 

with an emphasis on primary grades, for K-12 students who have not been found eligible for special 

education services but who need behavioral and academic support. 

•

Complaint 

Notices

Families experiencing homelessness do not need to provide a residence address when requesting 

mediation or a hearing under IDEA.

•

Early 

Intervention for 

Infants and 

Toddlers

Any state that receives Part C funds must make early intervention services available to infants and 

toddlers with disabilities who are homeless.

Early intervention services must apply scientifi cally-based research.

States must make sure homeless families and wards of the state have meaningful involvement in 

the planning and implementation of the Part C program.

States that receive a Part C grant must include a representative from the offi ces of the state McKin-

ney-Vento Coordinator and the state Child Welfare Agency on the State Interagency Coordinating 

Council.

•

•

•

•

IDEA Reauthorization and Homelessness
Summarized by Michele Myers
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Looking Back... 
 The Project HOPE-Virginia (HOPE) seminar, Opening Doors and Minds: 
Ensuring Educational Access and Success, was held March 7-8. School per-

sonnel, school board members, shelter and social service providers, healthcare 

workers, and other professionals working in education and with families in 

transition came to Williamsburg to discuss how to ensure students experiencing 

homelessness are identifi ed and served appropriately. The keynote addresses 

stressed the power of the individual to change a life. Liz Murray’s presenta-

tion, Homeless to Harvard, described for attendees about the one person who 

listened to her and who was able to encourage her to see Education as a way 

out of her situation. Participants also heard from Donald Bartlett about the one 

woman in his community who took an interest in him and stopped the cycle of 

violence and hatred that he faced as a child with disabilities.

 The seminar offered 17 concurrent sessions ranging from program evalu-

ation to working through the gray areas of the law, to helping child witnesses of 

domestic violence. Several Virginia school division homeless program coordi-

nators offered strategies for setting up identifi cation systems, working with di-

vision transportation departments, and providing programs for students endur-

ing diffi cult changes in their lives. The HOPE website contains a summary of  

the sessions offered and resources from presenters, where available, including 

handouts and PowerPoint presentations. 

Looking Forward...
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

The 2006 HOPE Seminar will feature 

Jonathan Kozol, author of Savage Inequalities, 

Amazing Grace, and Rachel and Her Children  

February 27 and 28, 2006

 HOPE is currently planning the 2006 seminar to be held in Williamsburg 

February 27 and 28. Details and registration information will be available 

this fall. In order to determine how this seminar can best meet the needs of Vir-

ginia school personnel and those working with families and youth experiencing 

homelessness, please let us know the session topics you would prefer, the sort 

of speakers who would appeal to you, and the kind of networking opportunities 

that are of interest. A feedback form is available on our website. We hope you 

will continue the discussion with us, and let us know how to make these annual 

meetings more meaningful for Virginia education and human service profes-

sionals. 

 Jonathan Kozol began his career teaching in a freedom school located in 

the low-income, predominately black Roxbury neighborhood of Boston. He 

then moved to a segregated public elementary school in Roxbury. Kozol was 

fi red from this school for reading from a Langston Hughes book of poetry that 

was not part of the approved curriculum. His experiences teaching in Roxbury 

led him to write his fi rst non-fi ction book in 1964, Death at an Early Age: The 
Destruction of the Hearts and Minds of Negro Children in the Boston Public 
Schools, which received the 1968 National Book Award in Science, Philosophy, 

and Religion. Kozol has since authored Rachel and Her Children: Homeless 
Families in America (1988), which describes the plight of some of the poorest 

people in New York City and received the 1989 Robert F. Kennedy Award and 

the Conscience In Media Award of the American Society of Journalists.

Continued on page 8. See Kozol.

 LEA liaisons can make their jobs eas-

ier if they develop school-level contacts to 

handle questions that may arise surround-

ing students experiencing homelessness. 

This person could be a guidance counselor 

or staff member in the main offi ce who will 

receive materials that are disseminated from 

the central offi ce and provide resources, re-

ferrals, and technical assistance to families 

and other personnel in their school. With a 

school point of contact’s name, it is more 

likely that materials sent to the school will 

get to the appropriate staff and be read. 

When a student identifi ed as homeless enters 

the school, the school contact can be sure 

that the teacher is told privately and confi -

dentially. Contacts can be responsible for an 

established series of events to ensure  stu-

dents receive needed services, such as free 

and reduced meals, appropriate referrals to 

healthcare and community services, tutor-

ing, and before and after school programs.

 To establish school level contacts, 

liaisons may ask building principals to ap-

point a staff member. Given principals’ 

limited time, a form to complete and return 

via intradistrict mail is recommended. See 

Appendix H of the Homeless Education Li-
aison Toolkit (Toolkit) for a sample form. 

A fl yer may be included providing general 

information on enrollment requirements and 

tips for the designated contact. School level 

contacts could be given information pack-

ets to share with teachers as needed. Pack-

ets might include handouts on recognizing 

signs of homelessness and teacher tips for 

creating a successful school experience for 

students experiencing homelessness such 

as those in Toolkit Appendices B, C, and I 

and other HOPE publications. Liaisons who 

have developed school level contacts report 

that this has been a critical element of their 

success in reaching students experiencing 

homelessness and streamlining the process-

es for serving their needs.

 The Toolkit is available in electronic 

form on the Project HOPE-Virginia website 

at www.wm.edu/hope. Click on the link to 

Liaison Toolkit Update. It has been distrib-

uted in statewide trainings to LEAs and shel-

ters. The web version is regularly updated as 

new materials are developed and released.

HOPE Seminar School Contacts 

Provide Support
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Communities in Crisis

Emergency Requests:

74% of the surveyed emergency food providers re-

ported an increase in the number of emergency food 

requests from 2003 to 2004. The average increase in 

requests was 28%. 79% of the respondents identifi ed 

an increase in the number of emergency food requests 

from 2001 to 2004. 

Requests for emergency food aid and shelter are grow-

ing in large cities, suburban, and rural communities.

66% of the surveyed emergency shelter providers not-

ed a rise in emergency shelter requests from 2003 to 

2004, with an average reported increase of 27%. Half 

of the respondents saw the length of stay for clients in-

crease during this time. Comparing 2004 to 2001, 57% 

of the providers experienced an increase in demand for 

services. 

81% of the responding Virginia agencies encountered 

increased requests for emergency shelter assistance, 

ranking the commonwealth third among states includ-

ed in the survey.

Ability To Meet Need:

77% of responding agencies could not meet or address 

all requests for shelter within the past year. The same 

percentage cited lack of resources as the cause.

24% of surveyed organizations reported being unable 

to meet requests for food in 2004.

•

•

•

•

•

•

Reason Provided

% Agencies Citing as 

Primary Cause of 

Hunger

% Agencies Citing as 

Primary Cause of 

Homelessness

Low/Inadequate 

Incomes
81% 70%

Unemployment/ 

Job Loss
76% 71%

High Housing 

Costs 
46% 61%

 The Student Campaign website contains resources for 

student involvement in the campaign against hunger and 

homelessness, including how to organize events, such as a 

local food salvage, or a hunger cleanup, as well as fundrais-

ing tips. The site provides tools to involve students of all 

ages. Events reach a peak during Hunger and Homelessness 

Awareness Week, which is held the week before Thanksgiv-

ing, a time when the weather is turning cold and people are 

planning large meals for their families. For more informa-

tion on the organization or to read the full survey, visit http://

www.nscahh.org/index.html.

 The Winter edition of the Project HOPE-Virginia 

Newsletter summarized the fi ndings of the United States 

Conference of Mayors’ Hunger and Homelessness Survey, 

which polls offi cials from 27 cities. In February 2005, The 

National Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homeless-

ness released Communities in Crisis: A Survey of Hunger 

and Homelessness in America. Communities in Crisis col-

lects data directly from over 900 emergency food and shelter 

providers in 32 states and 426 cities and towns located in ur-

ban, suburban, and rural areas. During the month preceding 

the administration of the Student Campaign survey, the orga-

nizations polled had served a combined 1.3 million people.

69% of participants stated their total income in 2004 

decreased or remained the same, despite increased de-

mand for services.   

33% of the agencies reported a decline in funding, with 

43% citing a decrease in state funding and 35% a de-

crease in federal dollars. 

39% of the agencies unable to meet food requests and 

43% unable to meet shelter requests also reported fund-

ing reductions.

 Causes of Hunger and Homelessness are summarized 

in the following table.  

•

•

•

 

 Both reports found the majority of emer-

gency food and shelter  providers are experi-

encing an increase in the number of requests 

for services; however, the statistics reported 

prevent the comparison of rate increases across 

the surveys. The Student Campaign ques-

tions focused on requests for assistance, abil-

ity to meet demonstrated need, funding, and 

perceived causes of hunger and homelessness. 

The highlights of the survey are as follows.

Summarized by Sarah Bratton

McKinney-Vento Homeless Grant Appli-

cation is available on the VA Department 

of Education website.

School divisions may apply for 2005-2008 competitive 

funding under the McKinney-Vento Act. It is anticipated 

that funding for Virginia in 2005-2006 will be approxi-

mately $1,000,000 with awards for 25-30 proposals rang-

ing from $10,000 to $100,000 per year. Grant awards are 

provided for direct services to ensure the enrollment, at-

tendance, and success in school of children and youth 

experiencing homelessness. Grants will be awarded on a 

competitive basis based on documented need and quality 

of the proposed program. Submission deadline is July 

15, 2005. Awards will be made in August.



Project HOPE Publications
Maximum 

Order*
Quantity

Family Brochure “What Every Family Should Know” 250

Family Brochure (Spanish Translation)  “Todo Lo Que Las Familias Deben Saber” 150

McKinney-Vento Poster 8.5 x 14 25

McKinney-Vento Poster (Spanish Translation) 8.5 x 14 25

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources 1

Information Briefs *** ***

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 25

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need to Know About Special Education and 
Homelessness

25

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for Families and Shelters 25

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children Experiencing Homelessness 25

Questions and Answers on Homeless Education                    Under Revision 10

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore 25

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School Success for Students Experiencing Homelessness     

Under Revision

10

Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  25

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students 25

What Educators Can Do 25

 Standards of Learning Support *** ***

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature Correlation

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance K-5                                            Under Revision 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance Middle School                           Under Revision 10

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance High School                              Under Revision 10

see http://www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/connections/

All publications are available on our website http://www.wm.edu/

hope 

They are not copyrighted and can be copied with appropriate reference to Proj-

ect HOPE-Virginia.

*For larger quantities, contact Project HOPE-Virginia

Name

Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax

Email

Materials Order 

Form

Fax this form to:  757-221-2988 Or mail to:  Project HOPE-Virginia

The College of William & Mary 
 P O Box 8795 

Williamsburg, VA 23187-8795



Supporting Resilience of Children and Youth  Explores  

resiliency with suggestions for ways to nurture this protective 

factor. 
 

Tips for Supporting Highly Mobile Students Provides 

suggestions for meeting the needs of highly mobile students at 

the division level, school level, and classroom level. Revised 

Spring 2004
 

What Educators Can Do Introduces teachers to the topic of 

homeless education with practical suggestions to welcome 

and support homeless students in the classroom. Revised 

Spring 2004
 

Standards of Learning Support
 

Standards of Learning K-5 Children’s Literature 

Correlation  Provides a listing of more than 700 children’s 

books with the SOL that the content addresses. A process for 

nominating additional books is included. (Updated to match 

the revised standards, Summer 2003.)
 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (K-5) Summarizes 

the standards for grades K through 5 in easy-to-understand 

terms. This document was prepared to offer parents and non-

educators a quick reference to the content students must master 

at each grade level. Educators also may fi nd the one-page per 

grade level format useful. (Revised Summer 2003)
 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (Middle School)  

Summarizes the standards for grades 6 through 8 in easy-to-

understand terms. This document was prepared to offer parents 

and non-educators a quick reference to the content students 

must master at each grade level.  (Revised Summer 2003)
 

Standards of Learning At-A-Glance (High School)  

Summarizes the standards for grades 9 through 12 in easy-to-

understand terms. This document was prepared to offer parents 

and non-educators a quick reference to the content students 

must master at each grade level. (Revised Summer 2003)

Information Briefs

Unlocking Potential: What Educators Need to Know About 

Special Education and Homelessness Provides educators 

with tips on supporting families experiencing homelessness 

through the special education process. 
 

Unlocking Potential: What Families and Shelters Need 

to Know About Special Education and Homelessness 
Provides families experiencing homelessness and service 

providers who work with these families with an overview of 

the special education process and tips for working through 

the process. 
 

Helping Young Children Grow and Learn: A Guide for 

Families and Shelters Emphasizes ways that families and 

shelter providers can encourage the development of young 

children and become aware of potential concerns. It provides 

resources and strategies to assist when delays are observed. 
 

Using the Best That We Know: Supporting Young Children 

Experiencing Homelessness Provides educators with 

information, resources, and strategies for supporting families 

with young children who are experiencing homelessness and 

may have special needs.
 

Questions and Answers for Supporting the Academic Success 

of Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 

Answers basic questions regarding the educational needs of 

children and youth experiencing homelessness. It is a useful 

resource for school administrators.
 

School Nurses: It’s Not Just Bandages Anymore Combines  

research statistics and checklist-style practical suggestions to 

provide health care to students experiencing homelessness. 

Revised Fall 2004
 

School Social Workers: A Necessary Link to School Success 

for Students Experiencing Homelessness Offers concrete 

suggestions that school social workers may fi nd  helpful when 

assisting a family who is experiencing homelessness.

These publications are not copyrighted. They can be downloaded from our website and copied with appropriate reference to 

Project HOPE-Virginia. 

The Project HOPE-Virginia website contains additional resources for supporting students and families experiencing 

homelessness, as well as news updates regarding resources and policy. Check it out!

 www.wm.edu/hope

Project HOPE Materials Descriptions

Awareness

Family Brochure & Poster: Provides a summary of the rights to an appropriate education for students experiencing homelessness. The 

brochure includes suggestions for successful transitions and a listing of state agencies that may be accessed for additional support. 

Bibliography of Homeless Education Resources: Offers a comprehensive listing of articles and reports, books and chapters, 

audiovisual materials, curricula and resource kits, legal sources, and newsletters related to the education of students experiencing 

homelessness. (Revised Winter 2003)
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A Website to Support the Health 

Standards of Learning

By Ruth Smith, Outreach Coordinator, 

Library, Eastern Virginia Medical School

 Visit www.healthsmartva.pwnet.org and discover les-

son plans, activities, and instructional resources support-

ing Virginia’s Health Standards of Learning (SOL). Health 

Smart Virginia is an offi cial Virginia Department of Edu-

cation website created in collaboration with the Virginia 

Department of Health, the Virginia Department of Educa-

tion, Eastern Virginia Medical School’s (EVMS) Edward 

E. Brickell Medical Sciences Library, and Prince William 

County Network. This rich resource for educators, parents, 

and students covers sixty SOL encompassing kindergarten 

through tenth grade. 

 The curriculum resources are guided by three goals: 

1) knowledge and skills, 2) information access and use, and 

3) community health and wellness. These goals provide 

the framework for each SOL, encouraging the students to 

adopt healthy lifetime behaviors. EVMS librarians were 

able to contribute their expertise in evaluating and identify-

ing health resources for this project. In addition, an online 

tutorial entitled, A Homework Health Class for Educators: 

The Health Smart Virginia Website, has been developed by 

EVMS librarians and will be made available through the 

Health Smart Virginia Website.

 Since the launch of the website in September 2004, the 

Brickell Library outreach program has added a new class 

to its roster, Homework Health: The Health Smart Virginia 

Website. This class is designed to help students, parents, 

and public librarians navigate the Health Smart Virginia 

website. Public librarians in Portsmouth and Chesapeake, 

in addition to magnet school students, have been oriented 

to the website.

 For further information about the Health Smart Vir-

ginia Website project please contact the project coordina-

tors Judith Robinson (robinsjg@evms.edu) or Ruth Smith 

(smithrm@evms.edu).

SOL Study Resources

Compiled by Pam Aerni
 

 Spring means many students are preparing for the Vir-

ginia Standards of Learning assessments. High school stu-

dents have begun to prepare for end of course assessments in 

their core subjects. Many test preparation resources are avail-

able for parents and students on the Internet and in schools,  

including practice tests, study guides, released test items, 

and study tips. Parents may wish to contact  their child’s

teacher to inquire about the availability of study guides, 

study tips, and tutoring programs sponsored by either 

school or community members. Here is a list of suggested 

Internet resources:

Brunswick County Public School’s website supports 

practice Standards of Learning activities for each test-

ed grade level and high school core subjects. Links for 

each grade level open a categorized chart for each sub-

ject tested.

www.brun.k12.va.us/~shaws/sol_review.htm

Fairfax County Public Schools’ online database con-

nects over 1000 books to all of the Virginia Standards 

of Learning through grade six.

www.fcps.edu/cpsapps/connections/

How Stuff Works contains hundreds of articles and links 

to answer any questions regarding “how stuff works.” 

This site is appropriate for parents, teachers and stu-

dents. Parental guidance is suggested.

www.howstuffworks.com 

Jefferson Labs has designed a site dedicated to Vir-

ginia Standards of Learning practice tests in science 

and math. It also contains games and activities, which 

reinforce the standards.

education.jlab.org/solquiz/

Pearson NCS website offers an electronic Practice As-

sessment Tool. Virginia Standards of Learning released 

test items are used in the testing databank. 

etest.ncs.com/customers/Virginia/pat_home.htm

SOL Pass  provides matching games, jeopardy-style 

games, hangman, crosswords, quizzes and more fun 

activities. Check with your child’s school for verifi ca-

tion of membership. Most schools in Virginia are mem-

bers and have passwords available for students.

www.solpass.org/

Virginia Standards of Learning contains homework 

help and practice tests supporting the standards of 

learning. It is independent of the Virginia Department 

of Education.

www.virginiasol.com/

Prince William County Public Schools has compiled a 

guide for Virginia Studies History and Social Science 

Standards of Learning with links to further resources.

vastudies.pwnet.org/

The Virginia Department of Education website has re-

leased test items for study and practice.

www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/Assessment/releasedtests.html

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Standards of Learning Web Resources
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 National Education Data Partnership has launched a 

national education database called SchoolMatters.com, 

which contains information regarding student achievement, 

allocations of expenditures, and student and community 

demographics. The data can be examined on a national, 

state, or school division level. Educators can use this tool 

to fi nd schools with similar demographics and higher aca-

demic achievement. Once these higher performing schools 

are identifi ed, educators can begin to target already existing 

effective instructional methods that can be adjusted to meet 

the needs of their specifi c school’s student population. The 

website can be accessed at www.SchoolMatters.com.

 The National Center for Homeless Education has 

created an eleven minute presentation entitled Homeless 

Education and Title I: Collaboration and Compli-

ance, that can be viewed on their website at www.serve.

org/nche/training.php. Future presentation topics planned 

include school selection and immediate enrollment, among 

other relevant issues.

 The Center for the Improvement of Child 

Caring (CICC) is one of the nation’s largest parenting 

education organizations. They offer professional devel-

opment training along with a variety of books, activities, 

and products that can be used to increase parenting effec-

tiveness. More information is available at their website 

www.ciccparenting.org.

 Community Food and Nutrition Program 

(CFNP) is accepting proposals for FY 2005. CFNP is the 

only federal funding that specifi cally targets state and local 

anti-hunger groups, often providing critical seed money for 

a range of community efforts to combat hunger, malnutri-

tion and obesity. This year’s RFP encourages emphasis on 

targeting, as well as programs that benefi t Native Ameri-

cans and migrant or seasonal farm workers. The deadline 

for applications is June 17, 2005. Visit www.gpoaccess.

gov/fr/index.html and search “CFNP” to fi nd a summary of 

the program and the application process.

 The National Alliance to End Homelessness recently 

released Family Homelessness in Our Nation and 
Community: A Problem with a Solution. The report 

examines the nature of family homelessness and success-

ful interventions in Washington, DC and across the na-

tion. It can be downloaded at www.hoopsforthehomeless.

org/pressroom/PDF/HoopsPaperFinal.pdf. The report was 

funded by Freddie Mac through its Hoops for the Homeless 

celebrity basketball tournament held April 16. The event  

raised over $800,000 to alleviate homelessness, particularly 

among children and families in the Washington, DC region.

 May 1-8 was Cover The Uninsured Week, a na-

tional event that highlights the problem facing 45 million 

Americans. In Virginia, 962,000 people, or 13% of the pop-

ulation, do not have health insurance. Events around the 

commonwealth sought to reach those who need assistance 

through food drives and also to raise awareness and dis-

seminate materials. The week is sponsored by the Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation and a number of national part-

ners. Reports and statistics, broken down by state, as well 

as resources are available on covertheuninsuredweek.org/.

 Polkadot Arts is a therapeutic arts program for 

people experiencing homelessness in the Richmond re-

gion. Karen Fitzhugh, the founder and director, is a for-

mer art teacher who helps children experiencing homeless-

ness fi nd the freedom of expression they often lose in their 

crowded living arrangements. Her program also offers a 

space for adults to express their creativity and enliven their 

minds through visual arts. Polkadot Arts’ events are listed 

on Homeward’s calendar, which can be viewed at www.

homeward-richmond.com/calendar.shtml. Contact Karen 

Fitzhugh to learn more about her inspiring program at 804-

513-3100 or polkadotarts@hotmail.com.

News and Resources

Kozol continued from page 3. 

 Mr. Kozol returned to America’s public schools in 

1989 to document the existing disparity in educational op-

portunities between wealthy and poor neighborhoods. He 

recorded his observations in Savage Inequalities (1991), a 

fi nalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award in 1992 

and winner of the New England Book Award. Published in 

1995, Amazing Grace: The Lives of Children and the Con-
science of a Nation details his visits and conversations with 

children, parents, and religious leaders in South Bronx, one 

of the poorest congressional districts of the United States. 

This book won the Anisfi eld-Wolf Book Award in 1996, 

joining works by Dr. Martin Luther King and Langston 

Hughes. In Ordinary Resurrections (2001), Mr. Kozol re-

visits the South Bronx and captures the hopeful perspec-

tives of the children. He says, children “do not die as easily 

as some of us believed. No matter what we do to cheat and 

hide and injure them, they light their little lights and stand 

there at these awful walls that we have built and tell us that 

the beautiful illumination of their souls is not so readily 

eclipsed as we may think.”
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Upcoming Events
Hilliard House Golf Tournament

June 13, 2005             Richmond, VA
Sue Lyddan 804-236-5800

Shining Stars! Charting the Future 
for Today‛s Children

2nd Annual Early Childhood Conference
July 20-22, 2005       Charlottesville,VA

www.conted.vt.edu/shiningstars/

LeTendre Education Fund for 
Homeless Students Scholarship Deadline  

September 16, 2005
www.naehcy.org

Governor‛s Housing Conference
September 14-16, 2005          Roanoke, VA

www.dhcd.virginia.gov

VA Association of Federal Education Program 
Administrators

October 10-12, 2005        Roanoke, VA

National Association for the Education of 
Homeless Children and Youth

October 22-25, 2005               New Orleans, LA
www.naehcy.org

 Beyond the Shelter Wall: Homeless Families 
Speak Out (White Tiger Press 2004) by Ralph da Cos-

ta Nunez with Naomi Sugie examines the problem of 

homelessness through the stories of fi ve women living 

in transitional shelters in New York City. For infor-

mation about ordering the book, call 212.529.5252 or 

visit www.whitetigerpress.com. As a follow-up, the 

Institute for Children and Poverty is currently inter-

viewing families who were former residents of transi-

tional shelters and used the services and opportunities 

to move into independent living. By focusing on suc-

cess, this book will explore what is needed to assist 

families conquer homelessness. As yet unnamed, look 

for the book to be available this fall.

Children’s Books 
 Recommended for children ages 9 to 12, The 
Double Life of Zoë Flynn by Janet Lee Carey de-

tails the story of a sixth grader, Zoë, whose family 

is forced to move when her father has to fi nd a new 

job. While looking for employment, the family’s van 

becomes home, and Zoë desperately tries to keep her 

classmates from fi nding out. The 233 page book was 

published by Simon & Schuster Children’s in 2004.

 A recipient of an Honorable Mention in the 

2004 Myers Outstanding Books Award, A Shelter in 
Our Car, written by Monica Gunning and illustrated 

by Elaine Pedlar, describes a child’s and her mother’s 

move from Jamaica to the United States. The move is 

not easy since they live in a car because Mama cannot 

fi nd a reliable job. They both attend school, struggle 

with their living situation, and hope for a home of 

their own. Published by the Children’s Book Press in 

2004, this 32 page book is appropriate for children 

ages six and up.

Congratulations to 
Charlotte Pacheco 
Winner of the 2005 
Extra Mile Award

Charlotte is Special Needs 

Transportation Supervisor in Virginia 

Beach Public Schools and has worked 

diligently to ensure that 

transportation will never be a barrier 

to students experiencing homelessness. 

Thanks for all your hard work, 

Charlotte!

                    Project HOPE Staff

State Coordinator Patricia A. Popp, Ph.D. 
Faculty Liaison James H. Stronge, Ph.D.
Offi ce Manager Jodi A. Mincemoyer
Graduate Assistants    Pamela Aerni
 Sarah Bratton
 Michele Myers

New Books
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DEFINITION OF HOMELESS

Anyone who, due to a lack of housing, 

lives:

· In emergency or transitional shelters;

· In motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp-

grounds, abandoned in hospitals, 

awaiting foster care placement;

· In cars, parks, public places, bus or 

train stations, abandoned buildings;

· Doubled up with relatives or friends;

·  In these conditions and is a migratory 

child or youth. 

*To determine homelessness, consider 

the permanence and adequacy of the 

living situation.

WHERE CAN I GO

FOR ASSISTANCE AND 

RESOURCES?

Project HOPE-Virginia

If you would like to be added to our mailing 

list, have questions related to the education 

of homeless children and youth, or would like 

additional information, brochures, posters, or 

resource materials, please contact:

Toll free (in VA): 

 (877) 455-3412 

Phone:  (757) 221-4002 

TDD: (757) 221-2302

Fax:  (757) 221-2988

E-Mail:  homlss@wm.edu

www.wm.edu/hope
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